Race, Religion, and Sex in Early Modern Europe
History 330, University at Buffalo
Spring 2015, TR 11-12:20, Park 440
Dr. Claire S. Schen

Office: 581 Park Hall
Office Hours: T 1-3, and by appt.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
	We use modern categories of race, ethnicity, and gender to understand diversity in contemporary society.  But how did people living between 1400 and 1800 understand difference?  We will study how early modern Europeans used race and ethnicity, religion, the biological differences between men and women, and sexuality to write about or define differences among people.  Using that information, we will analyze the consequences of making and marking difference.
	We will read a number of secondary sources and primary sources to study the categories of difference that early modern Europeans developed.  We will also consider how those understandings helped to support political, social, economic, or imperial goals.  In addition to scholarly books and written texts from the period, we will study visual and musical sources that reveal these early modern themes and problems.  The range of sources demonstrates the interdisciplinary approach to our course topic that students may want to develop further in their short research projects.  
	Use class discussion, office hours, appointments, and e-mail to help me get to know you.  Please leave me at least 24 hours to receive and to respond to your e-mails.  Roughly speaking, if the response needs to be much more than “yes” or “no,” you really should speak with me in person.  I will use UBLearns to post study questions and other materials for the course.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
	You are expected to complete the readings for the day they are listed on the syllabus.  You are required to attend class regularly, and to participate in class discussion (10%).  You are graded on attendance and participation; pop quizzes or informal in-class writing will be factored into this grade.  You have two 5-page analytical papers (15% each, 30% total), two in-class tests (15% each, 30% total), and a mini-research paper (30% as broken down below).  The in-class tests are essay tests with a short answer section that asks you to identify and give the significance of important people, events, places, or sources from the past.  The analytical paper requires you to use our primary and secondary sources in order to make an argument in answer to a specific question.  The paper must engage with the required readings of the course.  You may not use sources we have not used in the class, including on-line ones.  The library web site has detailed information on citing sources in papers.
You also have a mini-research paper due for this class on a primary source of your choosing.  I have included some suggestions and we will continue to build that list through the semester.  Sources may draw on architecture, art, music, or literature, or historical writings.  You may also consult with me about using a film as your reference point.  You will meet with me to discuss a source, turn in a 1-page description of the topic and source (5%), present your ideas to the class (10%), and write a final paper of 5 pages placing that source in its historical context (15%).  Only with the research paper may you use sources we have not used in the class, including on-line ones.  Any outside sources used for the research paper, including on-line ones, must be properly cited and must be scholarly.
You must acknowledge direct quotation from all sources.  You may not, of course, hand in a paper that is composed solely of a direct quotation from another person's work.  Please see the Undergraduate Catalog (http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/integrity.shtml) and meet with me should you be unclear about what constitutes cheating or plagiarism and to see the University’s statement on academic integrity.  See the library home page for help regarding research and citations: http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/tutorials/research.html.  I will exercise my discretion in regards to plagiarism or other breaches of academic integrity, and may choose to fail you on the assignment or for the entire course.  Students needing accommodations for this course or any others should consult with Accessibility Resources: http://www.student-affairs.buffalo.edu/ods/ .

	Learning Outcomes
	Tests
	Papers 
	Research Paper
	Participation
	Presentation

	Knowledge
	
	
	
	
	

	Identify key events and actors in the interactions among faiths, races, sexes, and ethnic groups between c. 1500 and 1800
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Explain economic, political, cultural, and social factors that impacted definitions of racial, ethnic, gender, and religious difference
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Analyze how conflict and contact occurred, how relationships were perceived, and how they changed (or not) over the early modern period
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Thinking
	
	
	
	
	

	Recognize how individuals in the past understood categories of “difference”
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Explain the complexity of past experience in terms of colonialism, religious antagonism and tolerance, and racial and ethnic perceptions
	X
	X
	

	X
	

	Assess problems of evidence and argument used by scholars to write about historical developments
	
	
	

	X
	X

	Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Hone critical reading of primary and secondary sources on these topics
	
	
	X
	X
	

	Develop academic written “voice” to frame an argument and tell a significant story about the past
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Identify a research topic, find a relevant primary source, and analyze and contextualize that source to share its historical significance  
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Make oral presentation of research in clear fashion and analyze primary and secondary sources in discussion
	



	



	
	X
	X


REQUIRED READINGS, AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE IN BOOKSTORE
Mercedes García-Arenal and Gerard Wiegers, A Man of Three Worlds: Samuel Pallache, a Moroccan Jew in Catholic and Protestant Europe (Johns Hopkins, 2003), orig. 1999
Bartolomé de Las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies
Benjamin Kaplan, Divided by Faith (Harvard University Press, 2007)
Nabil Matar, In the Lands of the Christians (Routledge, 2003)
Natalie Zemon Davis, Women on the Margins (Harvard University Press, 1995)
REQUIRED READINGS, UBLEARNS
Christopher Columbus
Quobna Ottobah Cugoano, Thoughts and Sentiments on the Evils of Slavery (Penguin, 1999), orig. 1787, pp. 9-69
Florentine Codex
Glikl bas Judah Lieb, The Memoirs of Glückel of Hameln (Schocken Books, 1977), orig. 1932, pp. 146-221

COURSE SCHEDULE
Tues., Jan. 27		Introduction: Early Modern Europe and the “World”

Early Imperialism: Motives and Human Costs
Thurs., Jan. 29		Lecture: Exploration, Spanish Conquest
Las Casas, A Short Account
excerpt: Christopher Columbus letter
Tues., Feb. 3		Las Casas, A Short Account
			Tenochtitlan
excerpt: Florentine Codex
Thurs., Feb. 5		Las Casas, A Short Account
			Nueva España (early music, in-class)
Tues., Feb. 10		Lecture: The Slave Trade
Cugoano, Thoughts and Sentiments, pp. 9-69
Thurs., Feb. 12	Test
Tues., Feb. 17		No class, instead required individual meeting re: research
			Begin Kaplan, Divided, pp. 1-47

Religious Tolerance and Intolerance
Thurs., Feb. 19	Lecture: Western Christendom and the Reformation
			Kaplan, Divided, pp. 48-98
Tues., Feb. 24		Lecture: Wars of Religion and Persecution
			Kaplan, Divided, pp. 99-143
Thurs., Feb. 26	No class, one-page description of topic and source due electronically
			Continue Kaplan, Divided, pp. 144-236
Tues., Mar. 3		Lecture: Judaism and Islam in Europe
Kaplan, Divided, pp. 237-293
Thurs., Mar. 5 		Finish Kaplan, Divided, pp. 294-361

Jews, Christians, and Muslims
Tues., Mar. 10		Lecture: Women in Early Modern Europe
			Davis, Women, pp. 1-62
Paper 1 due
Thurs., Mar. 12	Glikl, Memoirs, pp. 146-221
Spring Break
Tues., March 24	Lecture: The Maghrib
García-Arenal and Wiegers, A Man of Three Worlds, pp. vii-52
Thurs., March 26	Lecture: Piracy and Privateering in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
García-Arenal and Wiegers, A Man of Three Worlds, pp. 53-100
Tues., March 31	García-Arenal and Wiegers, A Man of Three Worlds, pp. 101-132
Thurs., April 2		Matar, In the Lands of the Christians, pp. ix-44 
Tues., April 7		Matar, In the Lands of the Christians, pp. 113-196
Film excerpt: Cities of Light: The rise and fall of Islamic Spain (Capen, DVD 971: DP, 101, C585, 2007)
Thurs., April 9		Matar, In the Lands of the Christians, pp. 45-112
			Cartagena images
Paper 2 due

Gender and Religious Difference
Tues., April 14	Davis, Women, pp. 63-139
Thurs., April 16	Lecture: Natural History and Book Culture
Davis, Women on the Margins, pp. 140-end
Tues., April 21	Matar, In the Lands of the Christians, pp. 197-214
Thurs., April 23	Test 
Tues., April 28	Presentations
Thurs., April 30	Presentations
Tues., May 5		Presentations
Thurs., May 7		Conclusion

Wednesday, May 13, 2013: Research Paper due (electronically, to professor)

Suggested Primary Sources, Writers, Themes, Databases for Mini-research Projects 

African and Black diaspora, slavery and race
Aphra Behn, Oroonoko
Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative
Ignatius Sancho, Letters of the Late Ignatius Sancho, an African
Women Writers
Ros Ballaster, Fables of the East: Selected Tales, 1662-1785
Aphra Behn
Christine de Pizan, The Book of the City of Ladies
Cecilia Ferrazzi, Autobiography of an Aspiring Saint
Veronica Franco, Poems and Selected Letters
Hannah More
Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman
The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe Series, (formerly) University of Chicago Press
Conduct Guides, Gender Roles
Richard Brathwait [or Richard Brathwaite], The Complete English Gentlewoman (and English Gentleman)
Baldesar Castiglione, The Book of the Courtier
William Gouge, Of Domesticall Duties
Art, Architecture, Music, Performance, Decorative Arts
architecture: Renaissance and royal palaces, aristocratic country houses in England (as in Bess of Hardwick’s house)
court masques: Ben Jonson and Inigo Jones in England
music: other pieces from Nueva España, sacred music (William Byrd, Thomas Tallis, Palestrina, Italian opera)
paintings: portraits, depictions, engravings
Travel Writing, Exploration
Matar, In Arab Eyes
EEBO: travel literature, sermons; histories of travel, trade, geographical areas
conquistadors’ writings: Hernan Cortès, Bernal Díaz, Pizarro
explorers: Martin Frobisher, Christopher Columbus, Hakluyt, Samuel Purchas
Patricia de Fuentes, ed., The Conquistadores: First-Person Accounts of the Conquest of Mexico
Miguel León-Portilla, The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico
James Lockhart, We People Here: Nahuatl Accounts of the Conquest of Mexico
Sir John Mandeville, The Travels of Sir John Mandeville
Religion
Matar
Jesuit Relations and Jesuit writings on Asia
Missions: architecture, painting, music
Puritan authors in New England
Captivity narratives: North America, North Africa, etc.
Translations of the Qu’ran, biographies of Muhammad
General Topics
Marriage: John Calvin, Martin Luther
Piracy: Sir Walter Raleigh
Witchcraft
Databases, on-line materials to be searched by subject or author
ARTstor
Early English Books Online
UB catalogue
WorldCat
Museum web sites

Writing Guidelines
Dr. Claire Schen, University at Buffalo

Write and revise, revise, and revise your first draft.  Then turn in your final paper.

I am looking above all for well explained, clearly presented papers in which main arguments are substantiated with evidence from the text(s) or source(s) and all evidence and ideas are properly cited.  Your reader is an intelligent person who does not know the subject of your paper as well as you and is not necessarily a participant in this class.  Lead him or her through your ideas and persuade him or her of your argument.  Say what you mean more fully, more descriptively.  If you find yourself falling back on broad terms (“social aspects” or “economic factors”) think about how to convey more specific information and to deliver more explicit descriptions.

Include your thesis statement or main argument in your introductory paragraph.  Write a strong conclusion to wrap up the ideas of your paper.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A paragraph should begin with a strong topic sentence that introduces the main idea.  Work on transitions between paragraphs to help the reader follow your thoughts and to reinforce your argument and main ideas.

Avoid the passive voice, forms of the verb “to be.”  The passive voice often masks the actor or the subject of the sentence.  Politicians may want to obfuscate, but you want to elucidate.[footnoteRef:1]  In addition, avoiding the passive voice can reduce predication.  “The fact that the glass vase was dropped on the floor was one of the main reasons that it was broken.”  Similarly, avoid beginning sentences and paragraphs with “it is,” “this/that is,” or “there is/are.”  These imprecise and vague openings often hide the actor or cause. [1:  Richard Marius, A Writer’s Companion (NY: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1995), p. 104.  I highly recommend using Marius’ book, for technical and even emotional help with writing!] 


Use hyphens when centuries are adjectives: “twentieth-century society.”  In addition, spell out centuries.

Do not, rather than “don’t,” use contractions in formal writing.

“It’s” is “it is” and “its” is the possessive form of “it.”

Apostrophes show possession, they do not make words plural.

Please use the spell checker and proofread.  You don’t want to miss any “German Pheasant Wars.”

“Lead” and “led” are two different words.

Every book is not a novel.  Novels are works of fiction.

Cut the modifiers like very, extremely, totally, completely, and so on.

What is the purpose of a footnote or endnote?  To give credit where it is due and to help the reader find the relevant passage or idea in a source.




