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State University of New York at Buffalo                                                         ELP 405: Sociology of Education 

Fall 2014
Monday’s, 3:30 -6:10 pm 
Dr. Tsegai 


	Instructor: Dr. Adiam Tsegai 
	
E-mail: tsegai@buffalo.edu  or aktsegai@bryantstratton.edu 


	Office:	 468 Baldy Hall 
	Telephone: (716) 884-9120 ext. 235



	Office Hours Dates & Time (in-classroom unless otherwise noted):
	 

	             3:00-330 in Bell 337                      
             
*Can also be scheduled as needed.

Class Room #: Bell 337 
	



	COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OUTCOMES:
Welcome to Sociology of Education (ELP405)!  This course will provide you with an Introduction to the sociological and historical foundation of educational issues. The main goal of this course will be to examine and clarify multiple, important concerns and principles in understanding terms in which core educational issues can be examined. Such issues include intelligence and rationality, perception and bias, authority and socialization. We will also explore common assumptions about knowledge, values, and human nature that underlie educational theories and practices. These various theoretical lenses provide us with a foundation to understand the complex processes of identity formation in education in terms of race, class, gender, sexuality, etc. Another important component allows the investigation of outside influences such as the diverse cultural perspectives, personal beliefs and values and how they influence several essential aspects of the teaching process. Two examples are the appreciation of distinct learning styles and the hidden curriculum.  
Through various classic and contemporary text and media, this course will explore various issues within the American education system. Overarching themes of the purpose of schooling, the structure and organization of schools, curriculum development, social reproduction, family/school relationships, and the role of the teachers.  School and Society, and Power and Control in American Education will be discussed.  More specifically, the focus will include the social constructs of identity formation such as race, gender, sexuality, and age as well as the various components from cultural perspectives, personal beliefs, today’s values and how they influence the modern educational systems. Furthermore, we will use these essential questions to guide the discussions : 
What do societies want from their schools? 
How do schools reinforce, and/or challenge prevailing social, economic, and political relationships? 
How is the school as a society within itself, with its own dominant system of values, ideology, and relationships of power and authority? 
How does (in) equality of educational opportunity and access, including stratification between and within schools function?
What kinds of relationships can we observe between society, schools, teachers and students, and what impact do these relationships have on students’ experiences in school?  


	
COURSE OUTCOMES:
Identify and discuss the History and Political Goals of Public Schooling.
Identify and discuss Social Goals of Schooling.
Identify and discuss Education and Equality of Opportunity.
Identify and discuss Economic Goals of Schooling: Human Capital, Global Economy, and Preschool.
 Identify and discuss Equality of Educational Opportunity Race, Gender, and Special Needs.
 Identify and discuss Student Diversity.
 Identify and discuss Multicultural and Multilingual Education.
 Identify and discuss Local Control, Choice, Charter Schools, and Home Schooling.
 Identify and discuss Power and Control at State and National Levels.
 Identify and discuss The Profession of Teaching.
 Identify and discuss Globalization of Education.

The course’s essential questions and the course outcomes should further expand student’s ability to think critically about and to respond to social phenomena that take place in and around school. Students will be able to analyze synthesis and evaluate the text and media that is relevant to the field of sociology of education. Thus allowing connecting together the theory, research literature, policies, and practices occurring in the field of education.      

An essential element of this course is student involvement and debate of the issues within the educational system. Students’ participation in discussions is important not only for one’s own learning but also for the knowledge gained by interacting with others. What one learns in this course will be influenced by the degree of everyone’s engagement in and contributions to the discussions. Preparing the readings and coming to class with questions, insights, and issues is crucial to making this course meaningful. To this end, the course will utilize several methods to assist students grapple with the many concerns of our educational system. 

During the term, students are required to read and respond to a variety of texts and media in a number of different ways. You will have to discuss, write, present, and thoughtfully participate in an on-going academic discussion. This discussion will provide the students  with a deeper perspective to interpret, question, reflect upon and engage with the underlying issues within contemporary educational theory, policy, and practice. Furthermore, this course will attempt to link these concepts with student’s experiences in their schools and communities.




Course Structure/Approaches: 
A variety of educational techniques will be implemented including, but not limited to: lecture, small group discussion, class discussions, reading assignments, in-class demonstrations, and media presentations to examine and explore the fields of Sociology of Education. Guest speakers, with specific expertise in Education field, may be used to supplement lectures. Thus accommodating the different learning styles of each student. 

Attendance & Participation:
Students are expected to attend all class meetings and are required to actively participate in discussions. The majority of the information for this course will be derived from interactive lectures and class discussions; therefore, it is essential for students to attend class. Participation in class discussions is required. Please ensure you are on time for class and stay for the entire session. Participation in this course will comprise twenty percent of the student’s grade.  

	Required Texts :
Spring, J. (2013). American Education, 16th ed. McGraw-Hill

Koonce, Glenn (2014). Taking Sides : Clashing Views on Educational Issues 18th ed. McGraw-Hill

Texts can be purchased at University at Buffalo, North Campus Bookstore.

Additional readings will be provided by the instructor throughout the semester.



	Diagnostic Assessment:
A student diagnostic assessment will be given during the first class.  It will be ungraded and will not be included in the grade you receive for this course.  This is an instructor’s tool, used to determine your current level of knowledge about education.  The results of this assessment will help to guide how material is presented throughout the course.  The questions in this assessment provide you with a snapshot into many of the topics and concepts we will be exploring in this course.  At the end of the course, I will redistribute the diagnostic to you. You will be able to evaluate your initial answers to the questions and compare them to your enhanced knowledge and experience gained throughout the course.  This reflective activity will demonstrate the knowledge and skills you have gained.
 




	Academic Integrity: 
You are responsible for knowing and abiding by the State University of New York at Buffalo policy on plagiarism and academic dishonesty. Any student engaging in these practices will be appropriately disciplined according to the State University of New York at Buffalo Academic Integrity Policy.


Accessibility Resources: 
It is the policy of the University at Buffalo- as well as a legal requirement- that reasonable accommodation be provided for any student with disabilities who may need special arrangements to benefit equally from university programs. Please contact the office of Disability Services (25 Capen Hal, 645-2608) if you require such arrangements.





Course Policies:
1. Regular attendance is expected. Consistent tardiness or leaving before the class is ended will be counted as absences at the discretion of the instructor.
2. It is your responsibility as a student to check on missed assignments and to make up missed work. If you must be absent, arrange for another student to pick up handouts for you. You are responsible for getting class notes, announcements, etc. from another student.
3. Active class participation is also required. One of the issues we will be talking about is appropriate participation in a learning community. This includes regular, thoughtful contributions to class discussions and activities, courteous attention and behavior in class, and the willingness to encourage and support others in their efforts. These behaviors reflect appropriate conduct for a professional educator and cannot be accomplished if you are tardy or absent.
4. I expect you to exhibit behaviors and attitudes that demonstrate your respect for others and your willingness to learn from them. One of the privileges of being a member of a learning community is gaining input from others as you learn.
5. All assignments should be professional in appearance.
6. Students are permitted and encouraged to proofread each other’s’ assignments.
7. Make a copy of every assignment before you submit it to the instructor.
8. Assignments must be submitted on the due date to receive full credit.
9. All assignments completed for this course must be the original work of the student.
10. The use of electronics (cell phones, computers) is often a necessity, but also interferes with participation in class, particularly in this interactive course. Please refrain from using electronic devices in class (e.g., text messaging, surfing the internet) that does not pertain directly to your participation in this course. 

Grading Expectations and Requirements:
The following describes the method of computing the final grade: 
Final Research Paper -20%
Discussion/ Participation including  articles & reports - 20%
Weekly Reflective Response- 18% 
In-Class group presentation-18%
Autobiography -15%
Individual Research Paper Presentation 6%
Research Proposal -3%
TOTAL: 100%   
Grade Schedule (pts earned) 
A=94-100     A-= 90-93 B+= 86-89   B=82-85   B-= 79-81 C+=77-78   C=72-76 C-=69-71 D+= 67-68  
D =62-66 D-= 59-61 F=< 59 


 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ASSESSMENTS: 
Articles: 
You will be required to check news sites such as newspapers, the Internet etc. for articles and reports on issues relating to the sociology of education.  Briefly discuss   the main argument of the article or reports in the context of the themes of the course and the source and submit the article or information during class.  These presentations will contribute to your class participation grade.   


 
Weekly Reflective Response( 18 points):
 You will be required to submit weekly response papers that synthesize your thinking on the various   readings, media and class   discussions.  These 3 to 4 page (double-spaced) essay response papers should demonstrate your understanding of the topic/question and should allow for opportunity to further articulate, reflect upon, and question your own thoughts and beliefs. Your paper  should be able to engage the following questions: 
· What is the main argument? 
· How does the author(s) support his/her position? What are the implications of this argument? 
· How is this argument supported, extended, and/ or contradicted by other reading? 
· Where do you stand on the author’s position? 
· What aspects of your own experiences as an individual and as a student support and/or contradict these author’s perspective? 
· Why do you believe as you do on these points? What are your assumption and presupposition? 
· How has this reading affected your position and/ or understanding of this issue?
· What are the implications for education and schooling? 

These reflective responses are assigned at the beginning of each week and due exactly one week from the assigned date, starting at week #1 (Due: Weekly) Papers will receive a check plus (very good) a check (satisfactory) check minus (boarding on insufficient) or no credit (insufficient).   




Educational Autobiography (15 points):
As you write your educational autobiography, think about your own schooling experiences. Be sure to address the following questions in your 5-7 page essays. What do you remember about going to school? Where did you attend school? What was your community like? Describe the schools you attended, what they looked like, and what materials were used. What were the teachers like? Describe several teachers that stand out for you. What makes them stand out for you? How did they teach? What did they do? In the final portion of your paper, reflect upon and evaluate your education. What were the goals and purposes of your education? How do you believe it prepared you for college? Be sure to address the strengths and weaknesses of your educational experience. (Due:  September 22)



Research Paper Proposal (3 points):
Each student will write a maximum of a typed, one-page, and double-spaced proposal addressing what topic you wish to research.  Why is it of interest to you?  How do you plan to research (methodology)?  What questions do you look to answer?  Where do you seek to locate the information (2-3 source preliminary bibliography)? 
(Due: October 6)

Group Presentation/Participation (20):
Each student will choose one of the supplemental books in the course.  The students assigned to each book will become “experts” on that book.  There will be class time for the groups to meet and discuss their book and presentation plans.  Each expert group will present a short symposium to the rest of the class on the main points contained in their book. Teams will prepare and present a 20 minute presentation   Essentially; you are to teach the rest of class what you have learned.  You may use Power Point, video, role-plays, media, or other alternative modes of presentation – Note: Please see me ahead of time for any special arrangements/accommodations you will require. (Due: November 10 & 17)

Research Paper (20 points):

Your 8-12 page paper should include an introduction (1-2 pages); a literature review that discusses current debates on the topic (3-4 pages); a response to the debates (personal opinion backed by classroom discussions and materials) (3-4 pages); a conclusion (1-2 pages), and a reference list (APA format preferred).  Your paper should utilize approximately one reference per page (8 pages=8 books or journal articles – preferably peer-reviewed). (Due: December 1)

Individual Research Paper Presentation (6 points): Describes essential aspects of your research paper:  
 Explain the research topic and its importance.
 How does the topic fit into the context of the course?
 How did you investigate the research problem?
 What are your findings?
 What do these findings tell you?
 What do you conclude? 
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	Tracking Calendar

	Week
	Date
	Topic(s) to be Covered
	Course Outcomes Addressed
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assignments and Assessments
	Due Dates

	1
	DATE  
8/25/14
	Course introduction,   class introductions,  syllabus, 
Tips for success. 
What is Sociology of Education? 
 Diagnostic assessment
	
Discussion of CO s
& Course Diagnostic  Assessment 
	 Introductions and guided questioning 
Ice-breakers! 
Cooperative Group Questions  activities 
	
Reading: Spring Chapter 1,  Koonce  
pp. 15, 36,&48    

Reflective Response #1 

	9/8/14

	2
	DATE
9/1/14

	Labor DAY Observed 

NO CLASSES!
	Labor DAY Observed

NO CLASSES!
	Labor DAY Observed

NO CLASSES! 
	
Labor DAY Observed

NO CLASSES!

	Labor DAY Observed

NO CLASSES!

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	DATE
9/8/14
	I. The History and Goal of public Schooling, 
II. Should Schooling Be Based on Social Experiences?  
III. Should Behaviorism Shape Educational Practices?  
IV. Constructivism the Best Philosophy of Education  
	CO#1
	· Text book’s reflective reading
· Lecture-discussion. Small/large group activities 
· Guided questioning 
· CDs/ YouTube: The Merrow Report: In Schools We Trust   
	Reading: Spring Chapter 2,  Koonce  pp. 235,165,251,&92 



Reflective Response # 2 

	9/15/14

	







4
	DATE
9/15/14
	I. The Social Goal of Schooling 
II. Can Zero Tolerance Violate Students Rights 
III. Is there Support for Arming Teachers in Schools? 
IV. Is the Road to Virtual Schooling Smoothly Paved? 
V. Do Public Schools Have Grounds to Punish Students for Their Off-Campus Online Speech?  
	CO #2
	· Text book’s reflective reading 
· Lecture-discussion Small/ large group activities 
· Guided questioning 
· CD/YouTube



	Reading: Spring Chapter 3,  Koonce pp. 79, & 189  

Reflective Response # 3
	


9/22/14 

	5
	DATE
9/22/14
	I. Education and Equality of Opportunity
II. Are Truly Democratic Classrooms Possible?  
III. Is the Inclusive Classroom Model Workable  





	CO # 3
	· Review activities 
· Interactive lecture
· Small/ large group activities
· Guided questioning 
· CD/YouTube: 

	Reading: Spring Chapter 4,  Koonce
pp. 174,200,235,&263

Reflective Response # 4
 Educational Autobiography Due 
	9/29/14






	6
	DATE
9/29/14
	I. The Economic Goals of Schooling: Human Capital, Global Economy And Preschool 
II. Has the Time Arrived for Universal Preschool? 
III. Do Teachers Unions Stymie School Reform  
IV. Do American Students Need More Time School ?
V. Is the “21st Century Skills” Movement Viable? 
	CO #4
	· Review activities 
· Lecture on Chapter 4 with corresponding class discussions. 
· Guided questioning 
· CD/YouTube: 


	Reading: Spring Chapter 5,   Koonce 
pp. 139

Reflective Response # 5
	10/6/14

	7
	DATE
10/6/14
	I. Equality of  Educational  Opportunity Race, Gender, & Special Needs
II. Can Failing Schools Be Turned Around? 
	CO #5
	· Review activates
· Interactive lecture 
· Small/large group activists 
· Class reports on hot topics and 


	Reading: Spring Chapter 6 & 7,   Koonce pp. 25 

Reflective Response # 6
 Research Paper Proposal Due 
	



10/13/14



	8
	DATE
10/13/14
	I. Student Diversity  Multicultural and Multilingual Education
II. Should the Curriculum Be Standardized?  


	CO #6
CO#7
	· Review activities 
· Interactive lecture 
· Guided questioning 
· CD/ YouTube:

	Reading: Spring Chapter  8 ,   Koonce
pp.152
Reflective Response # 7
	10/20/14

	9
	DATE
10/20/14
	I. Local Control, Choice, Charter Schools, and Home Schooling
II. Are Local School Boards Obsolete?  
	CO #8
	· Review activities 
· Interactive lecture 
· Guided questioning 
· DVD/YouTube
	Reading: Spring Chapter 9  Koonce
pp. 115&139
Reflective Response # 8
	10/27/14

	10
	DATE
10/27/14



	I. Power and Control at State and National Levels: Political Party Platforms and High-Stakes 
II. Do American Schools Need a Common Curriculum?
III. Can the Common Core State Standards Be Successful?  
	CO #  8



	· Review activities 
· Interactive lecture 
· Guided questioning 
· DVD/ YouTube 
	Reading: Spring  Chapter 10 &11   Koonce  pp. 215 &60 

Reflective Response # 9
	11/24/14

	11
	DATE
11/3/14
	No-Class Group Presentation Preparation 
	No-Class 
	· 
	
	

	
12
	DATE
11/10/14
	Group Presentation 
	Group Presentation
	Group Presentation
	Group Presentation
	

	

13
	

DATE
11/17/14
	

Group Presentation  
	

Group Presentation
	

· Group Presentation
	

Group Presentation
	






	14
	DATE
11/24/14
	I.   The Profession of Teaching 
II. Should Teacher Preparation and Licensing Be Regulated by the Government?
III. Globalization of Education 
IV.Should “Public Schooling” Be Redefined
	CO#10
	· Interactive lecture 
· Text book’s reflective reading 
· Small/large group activities 
· Guided questioning 
· DVD/ YouTube
	Presentation of Final Research paper 
	12/1/14

	15

	DATE
12/1/14
	Individual Research paper Presentation  
	Presentation
	Presentation
	   Enjoy your break!
Research Paper Due 
	
 Enjoy your break!




Diagnostic Assessment


In an effort to more appropriately tailor my teaching and curriculum to the needs and goals of my current students, Please answer the following questions.  

1. Equality of opportunity refers to 
A. everyone having the same chance to pursue wealth.
B. the ability of all to achieve equal income and status.
C. the poor being able to run for elected office.
D. how students learn to obey rules.

2. Socialization of students includes 
A. classroom instruction.
B. requiring community service.
C. following school rules.
D. All of these answers are correct.

3. One major goal of the recently adopted Common Core Standards is to 
A. teach reading, writing, and arithmetic.
B. socialize students to obey government laws.
C. prevent teenage pregnancy.
D. prepare students for jobs in a global economy.

 4. The No Child Left Behind Act explicitly supports the inclusion of which of the following in schools? 
A. secular character education
B. religious character education
C. creative and competitive education at every age level
D. the teaching of Macbeth, Rumpelstiltskin, and the Wizard of Oz
E. the teaching of Heather Has Two Mommies and Daddy's Roommate

5. Which of the following are social goals of public schools? 
A. reducing crime
B. regulating sexuality
C. creating a sense of community
D. improving children's health
E. All these answers are correct.


6. Social reproduction is 
A. a controversial practice taught in sex-education courses.
B. a means by which society passes down the best of its culture to its youth.
C. the practice of separating students according to ability level.
D. the process by which schools separate students by family background, with higher income students being granted more opportunities for better jobs with higher incomes.
E. both a means by which society passes down the best of its culture to its youth and a process by which schools ensure that students from wealthy families continue to live the lives to which they've become accustomed.





7. Separation of students by family income in school is demonstrated by 
A. the common-school model of schooling through its practice of placing students into different educational groups.
B. the different test scores of kindergartners.
C. the methods of ability grouping and tracking.
D. None of these answers is correct.

8. Which of the following factors affects one's income-earning potential? 
A. educational attainment
B. socioeconomic status
C. race
D. gender
E. All these answers are correct.

9. Educational inflation happens when 
A. the price of schooling rises sharply, unrelated to its quality.
B. education attempts to solve the problem of poverty and does not succeed.
C. jobs require more education, but the actual skills required to do them do not change.
D. schools focus on job training to the exclusion of skills needed for college success.

10. Cultural capital refers to 
A. the economic value of a person's behavior, attitudes and knowledge.
B. the social status of a student.
C. the amount of money a person has in the bank.
D. All these answers are correct.


11.  Family factors that most strongly correlate to math skills upon entering kindergarten include 
A. exposure to performing arts.
B. ownership of computer.
C. preschool.
D. All of these answers are correct.

12. which of the following is a problem associated with second-generation segregation? 
A. student-created racial boundaries
B. preferential treatment for minorities
C. dress code violations
D. gang-related violence

13. The inclusion of children with disabilities in the classroom 
A. was dealt a setback with the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
B. was endorsed by regulations of the No Child Left Behind Act requiring that students with disabilities be included in testing.
C. is highly supported by the teachers of the American Federation of Teachers.
D. is supported by all parents of children who need special education services.

14. Education can be used as a method of social control by 
A. empowering a population with the knowledge necessary to protect its political and economic rights.
B. denying a population the knowledge necessary to protect its political and economic rights and to economically advance in society.
C. teaching morals and ending the injustice faced by minority groups.
D. keeping a population off the streets and out of trouble.


15. U.S. schools have 
A. experienced a glut of teachers who are interested in teaching English as a second language.
B. been successful at curbing the dropout rates for non-English speakers through specialized English language training.
C. successfully diversified the teaching staff so that students are being taught by teachers of a wide-variety of cultural backgrounds.
D. had problems finding teachers trained to teach LEP students.

16. Which of the following statements is true about the effects of bilingual education? 
A. Bilingual education programs attempt to break students' ties to their home culture.
B. Students are better able to learn English if they can read and write in their native language.
C. Students from bilingual education programs are less likely to speak English well than those from immersion programs.
D. Bilingual education programs discourage students from integrating into mainstream society.
E. Students in these programs become confused about which language to speak at which time.

17. Which of the following is an example of empowerment? 
A. giving food to a homeless person on the street
B. giving money to a church or secular charity
C. paying a compliment to someone from another culture
D. working to change a discriminatory law or policy
E. All these answers are correct.

18.  Charter schools are public schools that 
A. cannot charge tuition.
B. are subject to the same state and local rules as all other public schools.
C. can deny enrollment to students they feel don't fit the model they are looking for.
D. are affiliated with one religious group.

19.  Which of the following are reasons given by parents for home-schooling their children? 
A. Specific needs of the child
B. Flexibility
C. Academic excellence
D. Religious convictions
E. All of these answers are correct.

20. School funding comes 
A. solely from federal governmental sources.
B. primarily from state and local governmental sources.
C. solely from local governmental sources.
D. primarily from private educational foundations.

21. High test performance may 
A. increase teacher and administrator pay.
B. increase real estate values.
C. be the result of increased time teaching test-taking methods.
D. All these answers are correct.

22.  Which of the following is true about the concept of "highly qualified teacher" under No Child Left Behind? 
A. High school teachers must demonstrate proficiency in each core subject regardless of the subject they teach.
B. Standards for highly qualified teachers are set by each school district.
C. A highly qualified teacher must have at least a bachelor's degree in the subject taught.
D.Veteran teachers are exempt from the "highly qualified teacher" requirements.
