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Black Women are a prism through which

the searing rays of race, class and sex are

first focused, then refracted.  The Creative 

among us transforms these rays into a

spectrum of brilliant colors, a rainbow

which illuminates the experience of

all mankind.

Margaret B. Wilkerson

“Clear and insistent is the call to the women of my race today—the

call to self-development and to unselfish service.  We cannot turn 

a deaf ear to the cries of the neglected children, the untrained youth, 

the aged and the poor.”
Mary Burnett Talbert, 1915

This reading and research seminar will examine the history of black women in the United States from the slave era through the reform movements that occurred after World War ll.  It will focus upon the range of demands placed on black women during the Gilded and Progressive eras--the founding of the National Association of Colored Women in 1896, their participation in the women's suffrage movement--, black struggles for liberation in the United States and in the African Diaspora, cultural movements, and the labor force. It will also explore black women's interaction with male-dominated groups and white feminists.  Students will analyze black women as leaders, their leadership styles and the impact that they have made on public policy issues and its constituents. 


Students will read primary and secondary sources and undertake original research in the history of black women as feminists, as clubwomen and/or reformers, comparative women's history, etc. Throughout its 118 year history the National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs (NACW) largely was the vehicle for the articulation of their political views and activities whether within their clubs, in the NAACP or the Garvey Movement, etc. Primary sources are readily available.  The New York State Library has several collections, such as Department of Labor records which will permit students to examine this aspect of black women's lives.  The Charlotte Hawkins Brown collection is in the University Library and the Mary Church Terrell papers are available on microfilm in Lockwood Library.  These collections offer insight not only into the lives of these renowned women, but also those of other black women, as well as the history of their times.  The University also has the microfilm series of The Records of the National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, edited by Lillian Serece Williams.  It also houses the papers of the NAACP which offer insights into the history and culture of black women activists.  Local newspapers, like The Buffalo Courier and The Buffalo American, also are accessible and will permit students to do research on local topics such as "Women and Reform efforts in Buffalo."  A number of websites offer primary documents on African American women.  See, e.g., the African American Women’s archives at Duke University and the Library of Congress. The Schlesinger Library Black Women’s Oral History Collection, is located in the University library.  Some records from the Schlesinger Library have been digitized.

 
All students are required to learn to read critically, to conduct a major research project using available resources, and to prepare a well-written term paper.  
Research Project

Students have access to several black women’s oral history collections, including Columbia University, Black Women at Virginia Tech Oral History Collection, Black Women Oral History Project at the Schlesinger Collection at Radcliffe College, etc . These collections may be used as part of all research projects. Interviewees represent a diverse group of occupations, leadership styles, geographical regions, institutional affiliations, etc. Undergraduates, especially, are encouraged to explore the creation of websites.  Students may also conduct research for exhibitions or other public history projects as developments occur; annotated bibliographies are acceptable projects.  Undergraduate papers are 10-12 typewritten pages; graduate papers are 20-25 typewritten pages.  For format questions students should refer to Kate Turabian, Guide to Term Papers, Theses, etc.  

Course Requirements

1.  Each student is expected to complete assigned reading and to participate actively in class 
discussion.  (25% of grade)


2.  Each student will lead or co-lead a session.  Tasks include:



a)  providing a clear, concise synopsis of major points or themes in assigned reading.



b)  raising questions and controversies which emerge from the reading



c)  conducting the discussion.  (25% of grade)


3.  Each student will prepare a term research project.  (50% of grade)

ORAL PRESENTATION NOT WRITTEN HERE

The following textbooks have been ordered through the University Bookstore:*

Required Readings:


Mary Frances Berry, My Face is Black is True: Callie House and the Struggle for Slave 



Reparations


Dorothy Roberts, Killing the Black Body


Sharon Harley, Sister Circle



Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi


Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God


Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought, 2nd edition

*Students should not purchase books until advised to do so.  
Recommended Readings:


Kate Turabian, Guide to Theses Dissertations, etc.


Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, Righteous Discontent


Elizabeth Clark-Lewis, Living In, Living Out



Darlene Clark Hine, `We Specialize in the Wholly Impossible'


Deborah Gray White, Too Heavy a Load
Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, African American Women and the Struggle for the Vote


Darlene Clark Hine, A Shining Thread of Hope


Lillian Serece Williams, Strangers in the Land of Paradise


Gerda Lerner, Black Women in White America


Journal of African American History (98, No. 1 Winter, 2013).

Additional reading assignments will be taken from the 16 volume series Black Women in United States History,* eds. Darlene Clark Hine, Elsa Barkley Brown, Tiffany Patterson, and Lillian S. Williams.  This series is located at the reference desk in the library. Students are expected to attend scheduled guest lectures whether in class or within the university.  Only one unexcused absence is allowed.  Subsequent absences will carry a grade penalty.
*Most of these selections are in volumes 8 and 9 of Black Women in United States History
Office Hours:

Office:  Clemens 733
Hours: Tuesday:     11:00-12:30





 Thursday:  11:00-12:30, (by appointment only) 

Also, by appointment
Phone:  716-645-0798.


E-mail: LSW4@buffalo.edu
African American Studies Bibliographer

Glendora Johnson Cooper

Hours:  

Tuesday:      TBA

Thursday:  TBA
Phone:
645-1320
E-Mail:   gjcooper@buffalo.edu
The University policy on academic integrity will be enforced.  Consult the appropriate Undergraduate and Graduate Bulletins for information.

Course Assignments

  I
August 25

Introduction & Organization



     Readings:



     Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought








               
Introduction and Chapters, 1and 2
II
September 1

Labor Day: Observed Holiday

III
September 8

Black Women's History: Theory & Practice


     Required Reading:



     Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought, chapters 3-12 



     Bonnie Thornton Dill, "The Dialectics of Black 








    Womanhood." Signs, Vol. 4(Spring 1979): 543-555.

Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, "Beyond the Sound of Silence." Afro American Women 

in History, Gender and History, Vol. 1 (Spring 1989): 50-67.



     Deborah K. King, "Multiple Jeopardy, Multiple Consciousness: The Context of a Black                       

Feminist Ideology."  Signs, 24 (Autumn 1988): 42-72.
     

Recommended Readings:



     Lynda Dickson, "Toward a Broader Angle of Vision in 
Uncovering Women's History: Black Women's Clubs
Revisited."  Frontiers,Vol. IX, No. 2 (1987): 62-68.

Darlene Clark Hine, "To Be Gifted, Female, and Black: The African American Woman's Cultural Tradition."  Southwest Review, Vol. LXVII (Autumn 1982): 357-369.

__________, "Lifting The Veil, Shattering the Silence Black Women's History" in Slavery and Freedom:  The State of Afro-American History: Past, Present, and 



Future, ed. Darlene Clark Hine, (Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press, 1986): 223--249.



     
                   , "We Specialize in the Wholly Impossible."
IV
September 15


Family Work and Community: The Era of 








Slavery



     Required Reading:



     Lerner, Gerda, Black Women in White America, 7-82.



     Judy Scales-Trent, “Racial Purity Laws in the United States and Nazi Germany:  The 



           Targeting Process,” Human Rights Quarterly, 23(2001) 259-307.


     Taunya Lovell Banks, “Dangerous Woman:  Elizabeth Key’s Freedom Suit,” 



     
(manuscript)

     Hine, etal., A Shining Thread of Hope, “A Tale of Three Cities”, 31-64; “Resistance           
 Becomes Rebellion”, 102-124. 


     Nell Painter, “Sojourner Truth in Life and Memory”, in Hine, etal., ‘We Specialize in the     

  
  Wholly Impossible’, 359-372.



     Rhoda Reddick, “Women and Slavery in the Caribbean:  A Feminist Perspective” in 


   
  Hine, etal.



     Herbert Klein,  “African Women in the Atlantic Slave Trade,” in Hine, pp.67-78.



     Paul Lovejoy, “Concubinage and the Status of Women Slaves in Early Colonial 


    
     Northern Nigeria,” in Hine, 77-102.

     Recommended Readings:


     John Blassingame, The Slave Community  



     Jacqueline Bernard, Journey Toward Freedom

 
     Frances Smith Foster, A Brighter Coming Day

V
September  22
Family Work and Community: The Era of 








Slavery



     Required Reading:



     Lerner, Gerda, Black Women in White America, 7-82.


     Brenda Stevenson, “Women, Slavery and the Atlantic World,” JAAH (98,No. 1), 1-7



     Jessica Millward, “Charity Folks, Lost royalty, and the Bishop Family of Maryland and



New York, (Ibid.), pp 24-47.
Stevenson, “What’s Love Got to Do with It? Concubinage and Enslaved Black Women 

and Girls in the Antebellum South,” (ibid.), 99-125.


    Other article: Jane Landers, Florida women from JAAH
VI
  September 29
Family, Work and Community, the Era of Slavery

                 Required Reading:

                             Yellin, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl   



    Suggested Reading:


     Deborah Gray White, Ar’n’t  I a Woman  



     Gerda Lerner, Black Women in White America, pp. xv-53



     Melton  McLauren, Celia, A Slave


      Afua Cooper, The Hanging of Angelique
VII    October 6   
Family, Work and Community, 1861-1935

 

   Required Reading:
 

    Sharon Harley, Sister Circle, Part II, “Foremothers:  The Shoulders on which We Stand,” 

    
pp., 103-198. Harley, Sister Circle, Part I. “Work It Sista,” pp.13-102.

    Bettina Aptheker, Woman's Legacy, “Quest for Dignity:  Black Women in the 


    
Professions, 1865-1900” 89-110;  “Domestic Labor:  Patterns in Black and White,” 

111- 128.



     Lerner, 54-82; 88-143



     Suggested Reading:



     Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow, pp. 44-151



     Smith Foster, A Brighter Coming Day
VIII
October 13


The Era of Reform

 
  Required Reading:


Mary Frances Berry, My Face Is Black Is True



Suggested Reading:
  Alfreda Duster, Crusade for Justice 



   Lerner, pp. 196-215, 472-477  


          
   Hull, Give Us Each Day


   Ellen DuBois, Feminism and Suffrage, Introduction



   Mary Church Terrell, A Colored Woman in a White World



   Darlene Clark Hine, When the Truth Is Told


   Charles Wesley, The History of the National Association of Colored Women's Clubs, 


    Inc.



   Jacqueline Dowd Hall, Revolt Against Chivalry: Jessie Daniels Ames and the Women's 

               Campaign Against Lynching



     Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, African American Women and the Struggle for the Vote


.

IX
October 20
Twentieth Century Experiences

 
     Required Reading:


     White, Too Heavy a Load, 21-55.



     Lillian S. Williams, "And Still I Rise: Black Women and Reform in Buffalo, New York, 1900-1940, Afro-Americans in New York Life and History, (July 1990): pp. 7-34.



                            , Strangers in the Land of Paradise, Chapter 7

                               Linda Gordon, "Black and White Visions of Welfare: Women's Welfare Activism, 


    
1890-1945, The Journal of American History, (September, 1991): pp. 559-589.

    Aptheker, Woman’s Legacy, Chapter 3, “Woman Suffrage and the Crusade against                
  Lynching, 1890-1920”, 53-76.

    Patricia Hunt, “Clothing as an Expression of History:  The Dress of African-American            
Women in Georgia, 1880-1915,” in Hine, etal.


    Recommended Readings:



     Jones, Chapters 5-8



     Sherna Gluck, "What's So Special About Women," in Frontiers (Summer, 1977)

     Sue Armitage, et al., "Black Women and Their Communities in Colorado,"   "Women's           Oral History Resource Section":  35-40.



     Emily Herring Wilson, Hope and Dignity: Older Black Women of the South,



    Preface through Introduction.



    Anna J. Cooper, A Voice from the South.

    Lillian S. Williams, "Black Communities and Adult Education: YMCA, YWCA, and             Fraternal Organizations in Harvey G. Neufeldt and Leo McGee, Education of the                    African American Adult, Chapter 8, pp. 135-162.     

    William Breen, "Black Women and the Great War: Mobilization and Reform in the       
 

South,” Journal of Social History XLIV (August, 1978), 421-440




     Bell Hooks, Ain't I A Woman, Chapter 2



     Lerner, The Majority Finds Its Past, Chapters 6, 7



     Paula Giddings, When and Where I Enter, Chapter 6

X       October 27  


Cultural Expressions     


     Required Reading:



     Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God


     Giddings, Chapter 11



     Recommended Reading:


     Nella Larsen, Quicksand
     Countee Cullen (ed.), Caroling Dusk--poems by Angelina Weld Grimke, Ann Spencer,          Jessie Fausett, Georgia Douglass, Gwendolyn Bennett Johnson



     Mary Helen Washington, Invented Lives, 




     Hugh Gloster, Negro Voices in American Fiction


     J. Lee Green, Time's Unfading Garden:  Anne Spencer's Life and Poetry



     Claudia Tate, Black Women Writers at Work



     Collins, Chapters 4-6



     Harley, “Women’s Work Through the Artist’s Eyes,” pp. 199-230.

            
     Musical Recordings:



     Nina Simone



     Bessie Smith



     Billie Holiday



     Marian Anderson



     Kathleen Battle



     Jessie Norman



     Other Representative Artists/Musical Forms



     Film:  Julie Dash "Daughters of the Dust"




     Film:  “Jay Polsten, “Eve’s Bayou”


  XI     
November 3

Spirituality and the Black Church


     Required Reading:


     Evelyn Brooks, "The Feminist Theology of the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1900." in 


   
  Class, Race and Sex: The Dynamics of Control, eds. Swerdlow and Lessinger 



(Boston: G. K. Hall, 1983), 31-59.



     Cheryl Gilkes, "Together and in Harness:  Women's Traditions in the Sanctified church,"  

   
  Signs,  Vol. 10, No. 4 (Summer 1988): 678-699.



     Recommended Readings:



     William Andrews, Sisters of the Spirit


     James Cone, The Spirituals and the Blues


     Bettye Collier-Thomas, Daughters of Thunder



     Bettye Collier Thomas, Jesus, Jobs, and Justice:  African American Women and


    Religion


 XII
November 10 

The Great Depression 1929-1935: Work,







Migration and Family Life



     Required Reading:



    Harley, Sister Circle, Part I. “Work It Sista,” pp.13-102.




    White, Too Heavy a Load, 142-175.

    Tera Hunter, “Domination and Resistance:  The Politics of  Wage Household  Labor in       
 New Atlanta,” in Hine, ‘We Specialize in the Wholly Impossible,” 343-356.

                           Julia Kirk Blackwelder, "Quiet Suffering: Atlanta Women in the 1930s, Georgia 

              


Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6 (1977), 112-124.



     __________, "Women in the Work Force: Atlanta, New Orleans, San Antonio,




1930-1940,"  Journal of Urban History, 4 (May, 1978)



    Philip Foner, pp. 301-310

    Jean Collier Brown, "The Negro Woman Worker,"  U.S. Department of   Labor,                  
Women's Bureau, Bulletin 165 (1938)



    Lerner, pp. 229-236- 260-265

      
                White, Telling Histories: Black Women Historians in the Ivory Tower 


     Recommended Reading:



     Hine, A Shining Thread of Hope, 240-265.



     Hortense Powdermaker, After Freedom, Part III



     E. Franklin Frazier, Negro Youth at the Crossways, Chapter 9



     A. Davis and J. Dollard, Children of Bondage, Chapters 2-3, 6-7

XIII
November 17

Family, Work and Community: The World War II Era and   Beyond



     Required Readings:



     Harley, Part IV, “Detours on the Road to Work: Blessings in Disguise,” pp. 231-272.


     White, Too Heavy a Load, 176-265

                              Darlene Clark Hine, "Mabel K. Staupers..." in Franklin and Meier, Black Leaders of

                
 the Twentieth Century


 Recommended Readings


     Karen Anderson, "Last Hired, First Fired...,"  Journal of American History, 69 (June, 


     1982) 82-97



     __________,  Wartime Women


     Foner, pp. 346-350, 364-366, 380-385

      Kathryn Blood, "Negro Women War Workers,"  U.S. Department of Labor, Women's                                     Bureau, Bulletin 205 (1945)



     Gordon, pp. 353-355     



     Margaret Walker, "For My People"



     Carol Stack, All Our Kin


XIV
November 24

Social and Political Responses


     Required Reading:



     Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi

     

     Recommended Reading


     Dorothy Height, Open Wide the Freedom Gates


     Hine, A Shining Thread of Hope, “The Caged Bird Sings,” 295-308.



     Lerner, pp. 397-437



     B. Joyce Ross, "Mary McLeod Bethune..." in John Hope Franklin and August Meier  (eds.), Black Leaders of the Twentieth Century


     Mark Naison, Communists in Harlem During the Depression


     Paula Giddings, Chapters 12-13



     Alfreda Duster, ed., Crusade for Justice

XV 
 December 1
Black Women and Feminism  



     Required Reading:
   


     Hine, A Shining Thread of Hope, 309-319.


     Dorothy Roberts, Killing the Black Body



     Recommended Reading


     Bell Hooks, Ain't I A Woman     



     Barbara Smith, et al., But Some of Us Are Brave


     Barbara Andolsen, Daughters of Jefferson, Daughters of Bootblacks


     Angela Davis, Women, Race and Class


     Alice Walker, In Search of Our Mother's Gardens
    
     

                  Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, "African-American Women's History and the                                           Metalanguage of Race” 




    Melissa Harris-Perry, Sister Citizen


  *Research project due 5 December. 
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