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UGC 112: WORLD CIVILIZATION II

University at Buffalo
Spring 2014
Mon. and Wed. / 2 – 2:50 pm / 112 Norton
 
Instructor
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Dr. Hal Langfur
Office: 557 Park Hall
Office Hours: Mondays, 3 – 5 pm, or by appointment
Tel. 645-8408
Email: hlangfur@buffalo.edu
Honors Recitation: H109, W 11 am (Capen 108)

Teaching Assistants
Joshua Schroeder
Email: jrschroe@buffalo.edu
Office Hours: T 9 – 11 am (566 Park), tel. 645-8417
Recitations: H105, TH 11 am (Clemens 106); H106, TH Noon (Clemens 106); H112, TH 9:30 (Baldy 114)
John Marsland
Office Hours: T 2 – 4 pm (559 Park), tel. 645-8410
Email: johnmars@buffalo.edu
Recitations: H101, T 11 am (Baldy 126); H104, M 3 pm (Baldy 127); H111, T 1 pm (Baldy 126)
Anh Sy Huy Le (Tommy)
Office Hours: W 3 – 4 pm, F 3 – 4 pm (562 Park), tel. 645-8413
Email: anhsyhuy@buffalo.edu
Recitations: H103, F 2 pm (Baldy 107); H110, F Noon (Baldy 121); H113, F 11 am (Baldy 114)

David Strittmatter
Office Hours: T 12:30 – 2:30 pm (566 Park), tel. 645-8417
Email: dstrittm@buffalo.edu
Recitations: H102, T 11 am (Talbert 112); H107, M 3 pm (Baldy 121); H108, W 1 pm (O’Brian 210)


Course Description
In this course we will consider the broad social, cultural, and economic transformations that have shaped the globalized modern world, while retaining an emphasis on the ordinary people who lived through these changes.  Concentrating first on the encounter of diverse peoples and cultures brought about by European expansion after 1400, we will proceed to analyze the historical forces set in motion by this meeting of civilizations, including colonialism, imperialism, industrialization, nationalism, and decolonization. These forces empowered some while subjugating others. Of particular concern will be the ways in which individuals, groups, and nations responded to and struggled against economic, political, and racial inequality throughout the past five centuries. Our inquiry will also serve as an introduction to the study and practice of history.
Required Readings

Peter N. Stearns, et al, World Civilizations: The Global Experience, vol. 2, 6th ed., with MyHistoryLab online resources (text and access code available through the university bookstore; etext available through website).  For more information see “Required Resources” on our UBLearns website under the tabs “Course Information” or “MyHistoryLab Resources.”

Additional Readings for Honors Recitation H109

Stuart B. Schwartz, ed., Victors and Vanquished (bookstore)
Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative (bookstore)
Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto (online through MyHistoryLab)

Requirements, Grading, and Other Policies

Students are responsible for completing each week’s assigned reading prior to recitation.  Lectures and recitations will introduce material not covered in readings; thus attendance at both is essential in order to succeed in the class.  Readings introduce material not covered in class, so reading is essential too.  More than three absences from recitation may seriously affect a student’s grade.  

Essays, Exams, and Quizzes: In addition to the textbook, students will read a variety of primary sources, available online, written by individuals who directly experienced the historical events we will cover in class.  Students will analyze these sources in two short essays (800 – 1000 words; approx. 4 full pages).  Teaching assistants may request that essays be submitted electronically by way of the UBLearns website; however, unless otherwise indicated, papers may not be submitted by email.  Students will also take two in-class essay tests and a final exam.  Beginning the second week of class, a brief lecture/reading quiz will be given at the start of each weekly recitation meeting.  Further instructions on all assignments will be distributed in recitation and by way of the course UBLearns website.

Grading: Course grades will be determined as follows: two primary source essays (25%); a midterm exam (20%); a final exam (30%); recitation quizzes (15%); and recitation participation (10%), based on attendance and contribution to discussions.  Late work will be penalized one-third of a letter grade for each day overdue.  All work must be turned in by the last day of regular classes.  Missed exams cannot be made up without an official documented excuse and even then only in emergencies and at the professor’s discretion.  Additional information about all assignments will be discussed in class and distributed on UBLearns.  Requests for a semester grade of incomplete are strongly discouraged, usually denied, and subject to university policies specified in the Undergraduate Catalog: http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/grading/explanation.shtml#incomplete. 

All students are expected to be familiar with and abide by the University's academic integrity policies (please see Undergraduate Catalog: http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/integrity.shtml).  These policies prohibit cheating, plagiarizing, falsifying academic material, and handing in previously submitted work, among other transgressions.  Honesty and integrity are the foundation of our common mission as students and scholars.  Violations may result in failing the entire course and/or additional disciplinary action.  Plagiarism detection software may be used to aid in determining the originality of student work.  Before submitting written work, students are required to consult the following website: http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/guides/plagiarism.html.

Students requiring accessibility resources must register with the university to receive accommodation for physical and learning disabilities, according to policies available at the following website: http://www.student-affairs.buffalo.edu/ods/.

Class communication will take place through the UBLearns system.  I encourage you to come see your teaching assistant or me during office hours if you have questions.  You may also email us, knowing that our replies will be delayed by at least one full day.

Please be advised that UGC 112 is a controlled enrollment course, which means that enrollment in it is restricted to first-time registrants only.  Self-registration in this course in any subsequent Fall or Spring semester will be available only to those students who are taking the course for the first time. If you seek to repeat this course you should plan to register for it in a UB summer session. Repeat enrollment may be difficult or impossible in a fall or spring semester.  If you have any questions about this policy, please see an advisor in the College of Arts and Sciences Student Advisement and Services Center in 275 Park Hall.

Learning Outcomes

This course is designed to achieve learning outcomes established for UGC General Education Courses as described on the UGC website: http://ugccourses.buffalo.edu/.

In addition, the Department of History has developed a set of guiding principles for the purposes of assessment to which this course adheres.  A full description of the department’s undergraduate learning outcomes may be found on its website: http://www.history.buffalo.edu/undergraduate/learningoutcomes.shtml.  
Assignments in the present course address these outcomes as follows:
	Assignment
	Knowledge
	
	Thinking
	
	
	Skills
	
	

	
	Describing past
	Explaining past
	Cause & effect
	Change over time
	Problems of evidence
	Critical reading
	Analytical writing
	Oral presentation

	Reading
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	

	Participation
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x

	Papers
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	

	Midterm
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	

	Final exam
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	







COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

	Date
	Topic
	Reading / Due Dates

	27-Jan
	Course Introduction
	Stearns, 458-65, Chap. 21; MyHistoryLab Primary Source Tutorial

	29-Jan
	The World in 1450
	

	3-Feb
	The West Encounters the World I 
	Stearns, Chap. 24; Primary Sources, TBA

	5-Feb
	The West Encounters the World II
	

	10-Feb
	Early Latin America
	Stearns, Chap. 25; Primary Sources, TBA

	12-Feb
	Portugal's Seaborne Empire
	

	17-Feb
	Slavery and Africa
	Stearns, Chap. 26; First Source Essay Due in Recitation

	19-Feb
	The African Diaspora
	

	24-Feb
	The Ottoman Empire
	Stearns, Chap. 27; Primary Sources, TBA

	26-Feb
	Asia in a Global Age
	

	3-Mar
	The Industrial Revolution
	Stearns, Chap. 28-29; Review

	5-Mar
	The New Imperialism
	

	10-Mar
	Midterm Exam
	Stearns, Chap. 30; Primary Sources, TBA

	12-Mar
	The Partition of Africa
	

	17-Mar
	Spring Recess (No Class)
	

	19-Mar
	Spring Recess (No Class)
	

	24-Mar
	Independence in Latin America
	Stearns, Chap. 31, pp. 746-54

	26-Mar
	Asia and the West 
	

	31-Mar
	The Great Frontier
	Stearns, Chap. 33-34

	2-Apr
	Crisis in the West
	

	7-Apr
	Film, TBA
	Stearns, Chap. 35; Primary Sources, TBA

	9-Apr
	The Revolutionary Alternative
	

	14-Apr
	Revolution and Reaction in China
	Stearns, Chap. 37; Primary Sources, TBA

	16-Apr
	Revolution and Reaction in LatAm
	

	21-Apr
	The World at War
	Stearns, Chap. 38-39

	23-Apr
	The Cold War and the "Third World"
	

	28-Apr
	Nationalism and Anti-imperialism
	Stearns, Chap. 40; Second Source Essay Due in Recitation

	30-Apr
	The "Great Liberation"
	

	5-May
	Decolonization in the Middle East
	Stearns, Chap. 41; Review

	7-May
	Conclusions
	

	
	
	

	12-May
	Final, 112 Norton, 3:30 - 6:30 pm
	

	
	
	



