English 201: The Image of the University
Class number: 13570
Credits: 3
Day/Time: T/TH 3:30-4:50 p.m.
Location: Clemens 106 (North Campus) 
Instructor: Melissa Schindler
Contact: mes57@buffalo.edu
Office hours and location: T 5:00-6:00 p.m., W 3:00-4:00 p.m.



Course description 

According to the 2011 U.S. census, for the first time in history, more than thirty percent of American citizens over the age of 25 have bachelor’s degrees. At the same time, over the past nine years, student loan debt has risen from 260 to 990 billion dollars, making it second only to housing loans. So while more and more people are going to college, in financial terms, a college education has become nearly as costly as a house and demands bigger and bigger sacrifices. Meanwhile, seventy-five percent of university instructors are employed as part time workers, which means that they typically lack health insurance and job security. Given the number of people who are impacted by the higher education, what role should universities play? What responsibilities do they have to students? Staff? Instructors? Administrators? The State? The community? In this course, we will examine the place of the university in our lives. We will employ different research methods in order to take a wide view of the higher education system. Then we will practice writing about our research findings. The goals of the course are to interrogate common perceptions about the university (as they are conveyed to us in the media and elsewhere) and to use writing as a tool to redefine those perceptions.



Texts
1. Jeffrey Williams, “Debt Education” (http://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/debt-education-bad-for-the-young-bad-for-america)
2. Natalie Kitroeff, “Loan Monitor is Accused of Ruthless Tactics on Student Debt” (http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/02/us/loan-monitor-is-accused-of-ruthless-tactics-on-student-debt.html?_r=0)
3. Bradley Bateman, “The Wrong College Ratings” (http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/18/opinion/the-wrong-college-ratings.html) 
4. Gary Gutting, “The Real Humanities Crisis” (http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/11/30/the-real-humanities-crisis/)
5. New York Times Editorial Board “Fairness for College Athletes” PBS Frontline, College, Inc. (http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/13/opinion/fairness-for-college-athletes.html)
6. Christopher Newfield, Unmaking the Public University: Introduction (UBlearns) 
7. Kenneth Bernstein, “A Warning to College Profs from a High School Teacher” (http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/02/09/a-warning-to-college-profs-from-a-high-school-teacher/) 
8. Daniel Kovalik, “Death of an Adjunct” (http://www.post-gazette.com/Op-Ed/2013/09/18/Death-of-an-adjunct/stories/201309180224)
9. L.V. Anderson, “Death of a Professor” (http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/education/2013/11/death_of_duquesne_adjunct_margaret_mary_vojtko_what_really_happened_to_her.html)  
10. Horace Miner, “Body Ritual Among the Nacirema” (UBlearns)
11. Illinois Institute of Technology, “What Are People Really Doing” (http://vimeo.com/7099570)
12. Taylor Harris, “Why You Need to use Statistics in Your Research” (http://mcgraw-hill.co.uk/openup/chapters/9780335227242.pdf)
13. Purdue OWL, “Writing With Statistics” (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/672/1/)


Grade Breakdown

Engagement: 10%
Major Assignments: 70%
· Letter to Jeffrey Williams (750 words) 10%
· Source Presentation and Response Essay (1000 words) 10%
· Op-Ed (1250 words) 10%
· Research Essay (2000 words) 40%
Informal Writing and Quizzes: 20%

Note: Each major assignment requires that you submit a rough draft followed by a final draft that demonstrates substantial revision. Students who fail to turn in a rough draft will receive a maximum of 50% on their final papers.

· Weekly responses (200 words) and other in-class writing
· Homework Assignments
· Quizzes (unannounced) 
· Research Paper PowerPoint Presentation (5 minutes) 

Note: Informal Writing will be evaluated as pass/fail. Late work will not be accepted. 

Engagement 10%

Participation begins with attendance. Both absences and tardiness will affect this portion of your grade. You are allowed two absences without penalty. A third absence will result in a reduction of your final grade by 1/3 letter grade (an A goes to an A-, etc). A fourth absence will result in a reduction of your final grade by a full letter grade (an A- goes to a B-, etc). A fifth absence results in a failing grade for the course. You are considered absent if you are more than 15 minutes late for class or if you do not come to a scheduled conference. If you are not present in class, you are considered absent, regardless of the reason. The absence policy is non-negotiable.

Your engagement grade will also reflect the quality and thoughtfulness of your contributions in class, respect shown to class members, your attitude and role in small group exercises, and evidence given of completion of reading assignments. Preparation for, attitude toward, and involvement in our individual conferences count here, too. Note that many in‑class writing exercises assume (and depend upon) your having read the assigned material. Review your syllabus frequently, and plan your workload accordingly.

Major Assignments: 

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the date due. Late essays are subject to having their final grade reduced (typically 1/3 grade for each day late). Absence from class on the date due does not excuse the lateness of your assignment. Allow plenty of time for printing your essay. Assignments submitted more than one week late will receive an F. However, you must complete all four major assignments in order to earn a passing grade for the course.

All essays handed in to me are to be typed/word‑processed. Use a reasonable font (usually 12 pt.), double‑spaced, with 1-inch margins. The research essay will be accompanied by a cover letter, minimum one page, detailing your writing process for that particular piece and the essay's evolution, along with your assessment of the successful and less successful aspects of the essay. All assignments using outside sources MUST include a works cited page. I will not grade essays that are hand‑written or lack a works cited page (or cover letter, where appropriate), and the assignment will accrue late penalties until it satisfies this requirement.

Essays will be evaluated for: quality (including technical and mechanical elements); command of voice, tone, and a sense of audience; the degree to which they satisfy the given assignment; and the development they demonstrate from earlier efforts or original drafts.


















Major Assignments

Letter to Jeffrey Williams (10%) 
Draft Due 2/13; Final Revision Due 2/18 750 words

[bookmark: _GoBack]You are the dictator of America; you can make anything happen at the snap of your fingers. You have read Williams’ essay and his proposals for higher education with interest; however, you know that change is easier said than done and that changing one aspect of a system impacts others. Write a letter in response to Williams’ proposals for higher education. If you like one of his proposals, let him know why using one reason that is your own and one that Williams provides. Then ask Williams several questions you would like him to research and answer before you are willing to adopt his proposal. Let Williams know why these are important questions. If you do not like his proposals, let him know why by providing three reasons. Follow your explanations with a series of questions that might lead him to alternative proposals/different solutions. Explain why these are important questions to ask.
 



















Op-Ed (10%) 
D1 3/4; D2 Due 3/13 1250 words

Write an opinion piece for the editorial page of a newspaper (anything from The New York Times, The Washington Post, to UB’s The Spectrum.) You should choose a topic that relates to higher education today and present a clear and persuasive opinion. Possible topics might include student athletics, sexual violence on campus, student activism, student debt, graduation requirements, student life, etc. Your op-ed piece should reveal your awareness of recent news coverage of and public conversations around the issue that you discuss. 
























Source Presentation and Response Essay (10%) 
1000 words

D1 Due: 1 week after your presentation; D2 due: 2 weeks after your presentation 

At the beginning of the semester, you will sign up to do a 5-minute presentation on a source relevant to theme of the course (the university). You may show an image or a short video (2 minutes), write something on the board, or describe something to your peers. Your source should be something that might help other people to develop their research papers. After your talk, the class will write responses to your presentation. At the end of the class period, you will take your peers’ papers with you. Within one week of presenting your source, you must submit an essay that reviews your peers’ responses and the original source, along with the original papers. Do not try to address everything that everyone said; rather, comment on the most intriguing or common perspectives. I will provide feedback on your essay and return it to you. 
Revisions are due one week after you receive feedback from me. 




























Research Essay (40%) 
D1 Due 4/24; D2 Due 5/15 2500 words

This research essay should present a focused argument relating to a contemporary issue in higher education. You should use a minimum of five reliable sources (not including your interview) to support your argument, and you must cite these sources appropriately throughout your paper. 
You must quote from at least two of those sources. You should also create one chart or graph that helps support your argument and incorporate evidence gleaned from your interview and/or your participant-observation research. Someone reading your essay should understand your topic, your position on this topic, and the significance of this topic for higher education and related aspects of our society.





















Course Objectives

	Goals
	Assessment

	In 101, students will
	


	· gain familiarity with learning approaches connected to successful writing
	formal and informal writing assignments

	· compose in a variety of academic, professional, and civic contexts, including digital environments
	formal writing assignments, including one digital composition and assignments in more than one genre

	· undertake a productive writing practice, including revising
	formal writing assignments require drafts and revision

	· make and support arguments
	formal and informal writing assignments

	· acquire an introductory understanding of rhetorical analysis
	formal and informal writing assignments

	· practice critical and evaluative reading 
	formal and informal writing assignments

	· understand the role of conventions in different genres.
	students write in more than one genre

	In 201, in addition, students will
	


	· practice library research methods
	a formal, research-based writing assignment

	· evaluate primary and secondary sources
	a formal, research-based writing assignment

	· compose a researched essay
	a formal, research-based writing assignment

	Through 101 and 201, students will 
	


	· be introduced to the humanistic discipline of rhetoric
	formal and informal writing assignments

	· investigate questions of the humanities through rhetorical study
	formal and informal writing assignments














Weekly Schedule
Unit 1

Week 1: Introductions to course; stasis theory and research methods

Tues. 1/28
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	none




Thurs. 1/30
	Have read:
	Williams, “Debt Education”

	Work due:
	signed grade contract; critical reading handout




Week 2: writing research questions; Kritoeff, Bateman

Tues. 2/4
**M 2/3—Last day to drop/add
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	Four research questions



Thurs. 2/6  
	Have read:
	Kitroeff, “Loan Monitor is Accused of Ruthless Tactics on Student Debt” and Bateman, “The Wrong College Ratings”

	Work due:
	none




Week 3: Working with sources (comparison), library research day

Tues. 2/11 (library research day)
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	none 




Thurs. 2/13
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	Letter Assignment draft (3 pages)



Unit 2: Reading and Argumentation 

Week 4: Op-Eds, introduction of Toulmin model

Tues. 2/18
	Have read:
	Gary Gutting, “The Real Humanities Crisis”

	Work due:
	Final draft of letter to Williams



Thurs. 2/20
	Have read:
	None

	Work due:
	Op-Ed topic (1 paragraph, 3 copies)



Week 5: Toumin model

Tues. 2/25
	Have read:
	Newfield, intro to Unmaking the Public University

	Work due:
	None



Thurs. 2/27
	Have read:
	Bernstein, “A Warning to College Profs from a High School Teacher”

	Work due:
	None



Week 6: Writing an Op-Ed
Tues. 3/4
	Have read:
	None

	Work due:
	Draft of Op-Ed, 1000 words (four copies, printed)



Thurs. 3/6
Class cancelled for conferences

Week 7: Writing an Op-Ed; use of tone and persuasion

Tues. 3/11
Class cancelled for conferences 

Thurs. 3/13
	Have read:
	NYTimes Op-Ed, “Fairness for College Athletes”

	Work due:
	Final draft of Op-ed



Week 8: Spring break

No class


Unit 3: Using Statistics and Data in Research

Week 9: Research paper intro, using stats

Tues 3/25
	Have read:
	“Why You Need to Use Statistics in Your Research”

	Work due:
	Bring research question and two sources to class




Thurs. 3/27
	Have read:
	OWL at Purdue “Writing With Statistics”

	Work due:
	none



Week 10: reliability of statistics

Tues. 4/1
	Have read:
	Kovalik, “Death of an Adjunct”, Anderson, “Death of a Professor”

	Work due:
	Bring in social media references to Votjko



Thurs. 4/3
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	Use SeeThroughNY to find info about salaries and wages at UB



Week 11: Using visual images to convey statistical infor
**11/08—last day to resign classes with a grade of “R”

Tues. 4/8
	Have read:
	None

	Work due:
	2-page evaluation of two sources related to your research paper that contain statistics



Thurs. 4/10
	Have read:
	None

	Work due:
	Create and bring a chart or graph relevant to your final project




Unit 4: Participant Research

Week 12: Participant observation, intro to interviews, generating interview questions

Tues. 4/15
	Have read:
	Miner, “Body Ritual Among the Nacirema”

	Work due:
	None



Thurs. 4/17
	Have read:
	IIT Documentary “What People Are Really Doing”

	Work due:
	Bring name of interviewee and date/time of interview




Week 13: Space and place

Tues. 4/22
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	300-word observation of an on-campus space



Thurs. 4/24
	Have read:
	None

	Work due:
	Research paper draft (2000 words) (interview transcript should be submitted with draft)



Week 14: Conferences

Tues. 4/29
Class cancelled for conferences

Thurs. 5/1
Class cancelled for conferences

Week 15: Presentations
**5/9—last day of classes

Tues. 5/6
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	Paper presentations



Thurs. 5/8
	Have read:
	none

	Work due:
	Paper presentations




Absences
You are allowed two absences without penalty. A fourth absence will result in a reduction of your final grade by 1/3 letter grade (an A goes to an A-, etc). A fifth absence will result in a reduction of your final grade by a full letter grade (an A- goes to a B-, etc). A sixth absence results in a failing grade for the course. You are considered absent if you are more than 15 minutes late for class or if you do not come to a scheduled conference. If you are not present in class, you are considered absent, regardless of the reason. The absence policy is non-negotiable.

Accessibility Resources
If you require classroom or testing accommodations due to a disability, please contact Accessibility Resources, located at 25 Capen Hall. AR can be reached by phone at (716) 645-2608 or by email at stu-accessibility@buffalo.edu. You may also visit the Accessibility Resources website for further information: www.student-affairs.buffalo.edu/ods/. Please inform me as soon as possible about your needs so that we can coordinate your accommodations.

Tutoring in writing
UB's Center for Excellence in Writing "supports writers across the university as they compose, construct, and share meaning. Since learning to write is a life-long endeavor, all members of the UB community are also students of their own writing processes. Committed to the idea that writing both creates and communicates knowledge, understanding, and individual reflection, the CEW provides attentive, respectful readers, offers workshops on writing and writing instruction, and conducts research to guide the future development of writing practices." Staffed by graduate students and trained undergraduate writing consultants, the CEW is located along the Baldy Walkway. 

Academic Dishonesty
Please familiarize yourself with the University’s Academic Integrity policy, which can be found at http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/integrity.shtml. In a writing course, we are particularly concerned with plagiarism, which the catalog describes as “Copying or receiving material from any source and submitting that material as one’s own, without acknowledging and citing the particular debts to the source (quotations, paraphrases, basic ideas), or in any other manner representing the work of another as one’s own.” The writing program’s policy states that the first instance of plagiarism will result in an “F” on that assignment. Any additional instances of plagiarism will result in failure of the course.

Late Assignment Policy
On occasion, students are unable to meet assigned due dates. If you believe you will be unable to meet a due date, you must email me prior to the day an assignment is due. In your email you should explain your situation and identify when you will complete the assignment. Typically I will grant students a week extension on one assignment during the semester.  Assignments turned in late without prior arrangement will be reduced one full letter grade. Assignments later than one week may not be accepted.

An incomplete grade may only be given to students who have (1) fulfilled the attendance requirement for the course and (2) completed all but one of the written assignments.


Course Repeat Policy: 

Please be advised that English 101 and 201 have been designated as 'limited enrollment' courses. Self-registration in these courses in the Fall and Spring semesters will be limited to those students who are taking the course for the first time; repeat enrollments during Spring and Fall will not be allowed. Students who plan to repeat one of these courses for any reason should plan to register for the course during one of the summer sessions. Repeat enrollment refers to registration by a student who was previously enrolled in the course at UB, or who transferred an equivalent course to UB, and who received a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F and qualified values thereof (e.g., A-, D+) or a grade of P, S, U, I, J, N or R. The only case in which a student may self-register for a repeated course is when the student has taken an Administrative Withdrawal for an entire previous semester, so that all the grades for that semester were registered as W. Students wishing to repeat a course in the fall or spring have a window of the week before classes begin to self-register; previous to this, permission to register must be granted. All petitions regarding this policy should be directed to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.









Grade conversion
	
	Letter grade
	100-point scale
	GPA

	A
	93-100
	4.0

	A-
	90-92
	3.67

	B+
	87-89
	3.33

	B
	83-86
	3.0

	B-
	80-82
	2.67

	C+
	77-79
	2.33

	C
	73-76
	2.0

	C-
	70-72
	1.67

	D+
	67-69
	1.33

	D
	65-66
	1.0

	F
	< 65
	0.0











Grade Contract
 
 
	A
	Student:
-has no more than two absences;
-completed all work and turned it in on time;
-submitted work that frequently exceeded requirements;
-earned a final grade of 90 points or higher in the course;
-completed two revisions of writing projects for inclusion in portfolio that show at least a 75% change from first draft;
-has consistently made use of multimedia sources in his/her formal writing projects;
-participated at least once per class period;
-always demonstrated, either during class discussions or in written work (writing projects, in-class writing, quizzes etc.), that he/she has completed the week's reading assignments;
-actively participated in peer review workshops, always showing respect for the ideas of others.

	B
	Student:
-has no more than two absences;
-completed all work and almost always turned it in on time;
-submitted work that usually met requirements and occasionally exceeded them;
-earned a final grade of 80 points or higher in the course;
-completed two revisions of writing projects for inclusion in portfolio that show at least a 50% change from first draft;
-frequently made use of multimedia sources in his/her formal writing projects;
-participated at least once per week;
-usually demonstrated, either during class discussions or in written work (writing projects, in-class writing, quizzes etc.), that he/she has completed the week's reading assignments;
-participated in peer review workshops, usually showing respect for the ideas of others;
-missed a project deadline.

	C
	Student:
-has no more than three absences
-completed all work (may have missed a deadline but still submitted the work);
-turned in work that sometimes fell short of word count and/or page-length requirements;
-earned a final grade of 70 points or higher in the course;
-completed two revisions of writing projects for inclusion in portfolio that show at least a 25% change from first draft;
-sometimes made use of multimedia sources in his/her formal writing projects;
-participated at least once every two weeks;
-sometimes demonstrated, either during class discussions or in written work (writing projects, in-class writing, quizzes etc.), that he/she has completed the week's reading assignments;
-actively participated in peer review workshops, always showing respect for the ideas of others.
-missed a project deadline (or final paper deadline) by more than two weeks.

	D
	Student:
-has no more than four absences
-submitted only some of the work and did not always submit it on time;
-turned in work that often fell short of word count and/or page-length requirements;;
-earned a final grade of 65 points or higher in the course;
-completed two revisions of writing projects for inclusion in portfolio that show at least a 25% change from first draft;
-rarely made use of multimedia sources in his/her formal writing projects;
-rarely participated;
-rarely demonstrated, either during class discussions or in written work (writing projects, in-class writing, quizzes etc.), that he/she has completed the week's reading assignments;
-barely participated in peer review workshops, may or may not have shown respect for the ideas of 
-turned in a final portfolio on time, but final drafts of writing projects show negligible editing;
-OR did not turn in portfolio
-OR failed to turn in two writing projects during the semester.

	F
	Student:
-has six or more absences
-turned little or no work in;
-turned in work that almost always falls short of word count and/or page-length requirements
-consistently failed to turn in informal writing and quizzes;
-never participated;
-consistently showed disrespect for classmates or instructor even after warnings;
-never demonstrated that he/she has completed the week's reading assignments, if applicable;
-turned in a final portfolio late and the included materials had no noticeable changes or the portfolio was incomplete;
-OR has plagiarized an assignment.





 
I, ____________________________, have read the syllabus and grade rubric for English 201 (Spring 2014, taught by Melissa Schindler). I understand and agree to the terms described therein.  

X__________________________________. 
Date:


Questions:
