SOCIAL AND ETHICAL VALUES IN MEDICINE - PHI 337 Spring 2014
TR 11:00-12:20 at Cooke 121
Instructor 
Professor David B. Hershenov

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 2:00-4:00, Office: Park Hall 136-B

Email dh25@buffalo.edu  
Teaching Assistants (TA)
Patrick Kelly 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:30-2:30, Office:  Park Hall 158

Email: pnkelly@buffalo.edu
Patrick is the TA for students whose last names begin with the letters A through H.

Robert Mentyka

Office Hours: T 1:00-3:00 and W 10:00-12:00, Office: Park Hall 159 

Email: rmentyka@buffalo.edu
Robert is the TA for students whose last names begin with the letters I through R.
Yuichi Minemura

Office Hours: T, Th 12:30-1:30  Office: Park 117

Email: minemura@buffalo.edu

Yuichi is the TA for students whose last names begin with the letters S through Z.
Review Sessions 

Kelly W 9:00-9:50 a.m. Baldy 108

Kelly  W10:00-10:50 a.m. Park 141

Kelly  R 10:00-10:50 a.m. Park 141

Mentyka M 10:00-10:50 a.m. Norton 213

Mentyka T 10:00:10:50 a.m. Park Hall 141
Mentyka W 9:00-9:50 a.m. O’Brian 214

Minemura M 9:00-9:50 a.m. Baldy 105

Minemura W 900-9:50 a.m. Clemens 4

Minemura F 9:00-9:50 a.m. Clemens 6

Attendance Requirements: 
The review sessions (aka recitations or discussion sessions) will start the second week. Each student must regularly attend one of their TA’s three review sessions. You should attend the same session each week unless you have your TA’s permission to attend one of his other two sessions. If your schedule doesn’t permit you to attend any of the review sessions, you can go each week to your TA’s office hours. If you can’t fit that into the schedule, you need to drop the class. If you can attend a session, you are not allowed to make up missed sessions by attending your TA’s office hours

Students are allowed two unexcused review session absences without penalty. Each unexcused absence after the two unpenalized absences will result in a point being deducted from the score of the student’s next exam. An excused absence for an illness requires a doctor’s note. Car trouble, traffic and oversleeping are NOT accepted excuses. TAs will determine an excuse’s merits.
Students are allowed four unexcused absences from the T, Th lectures. Each additional unexcused absence will result in the loss of a point from the score of the next exam. If students are not in class when attendance is taken due to a late arrival or early departure, then that will count as an unexcused absence. TAs reserve the right to revoke attendance credit when students leave right after attendance is taken when it is recorded early in the class or arrive right before attendance is taken when it is recorded later in the class. 
*To distribute fairly the grading work between the teaching assistants, it may happen that some students will not have their papers graded by their assigned TA. But those students will be taken from a pool of students who did not discuss their papers with their TA prior to handing them in to be graded.
Learning Outcomes 

* Understanding the leading theories about the nature and value of personhood

* Understanding theories about the moral status of potential persons and permanent non-persons 

* Understanding conflicts between one’s right to control one’s body & duties to save another’s life

* Understanding the special obligations and responsibility objections in the abortion debate

* Understanding debates over the equivalence/non-equivalence of the killing/letting die distinction

* Understanding the methodology of moral arguments – logic, analogies, thought experiments

* Understanding leading theories about the relationship between rights and interests 

* Understanding leading theories about the nature of harm 

* Understanding the relationship between the degree of harm and the extent of mental capabilities

* Understanding the nature and value of autonomy and informed consent in medical decisions 

* Understanding theories about the authority of advanced directives for treating the incompetent

* Understanding debates about the definition and criterion for death

* Understanding the relationships between intrinsic value, well-being and rights

* Understanding how the leading theories of our worth and dignity influence life and death issues 

* Understanding Kantian arguments about moral duties towards oneself & their bearing on suicide

* Understanding the moral issues involved with increasing the supply of transplantable organs

* Developing the ability to critically read a philosophy text 

* Developing the ability to write a critical philosophy paper 

Assessment: All but the last learning outcomes will be assessed through five exams and review session participation. The last outcome will be assessed by grading and commenting upon the term paper
Email Etiquette: I don’t open emails without subject headings and won’t respond if you don’t provide your first and last name in the body of the message. I have many students (220 in this class alone) so I may not remember your previous email. Please continue on the same thread so my memory can be refreshed about our previous correspondence. 

Lecture Outlines

Lecture Outlines will be emailed to the students before the class begins discussing a new reading and later posted on UB Learns. The purpose of distributing these outlines is to save time by cutting down on your note taking and to facilitate reflection and discussion. They are not a substitute for attending class! 
Accessing Assigned Articles and Case Studies
Go to the library web page and click on Course Reserve or type in http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/creserve/

Then follow the prompts 

Read every article at least twice. The Marquis and Velleman articles are extremely difficult and will need more study time allotted to them. 
Warning. There are multiple articles by the same authors on the library course reserve web page. Double check the syllabus that you are not printing and reading the wrong paper. 

Text: Case Studies in Biomedical Ethics by Veatch, Haddad and English  can be purchased at the UB bookstore. The assigned cases should be read for discussion in the review sections
Grades

Grades will be determined by attendance, participation, five test grades and the paper assignment. Each test will consist of 33 true/false questions. The first two tests will not be weighed as much as the others since I am aware that it takes a while for students to be accustomed to thinking philosophically. The first two tests are each worth 10% of your grades. The third test is worth 15% of your grade. The fourth and fifth tests are each worth 20% of your grade. The paper is worth 25% of your grade. These percentages will be slightly changed if you are penalized for  missing classes or receive extra credit for exemplary participation in the review sessions. 
Tests 
Some of the test questions will deal with material on the outlines that will be emailed to you. But many of the test questions will be taken from lecture material not printed on the handout. These questions are intended to impress upon students the importance of attending and paying attention during the lectures. This is not a correspondence course! Test questions will be based on material covered only in the lectures that will not be found in the outlines or in the readings.
Practice tests (actual tests from a previous semester) will be given out before each of the exams to familiarize students with the kind of questions that will be asked. 

Translating Test Points into Letter Grades. 
Every 3.3 points is one third of one grade. For instance, a score from 70 up to and including a 73.3 will be a C-; a score above 73.3 and up to and including a 76.6 will be awarded a C. Scoring above 76.6 but below an 80 will qualify as a C+. Likewise, a grade of a B- will be from 80-83.3 and so on…
Possibility of Curved Tests. The exams will not be curved unless half the class has not managed to obtain an 82 (B-) grade. If that happens, then everyone in the class (including students taking makeup tests) will receive whatever number of points are needed to get half the class up to the 82 (B-) mark. 
For example, imagine that there are 10 people in the class: 4 students receive a 97 grade, 5 students receive a 70 grade, and 1 student receives a 79 grade. To enable half the class (a total of 5 students)  to score an 82 (B-) or above, I must give 3 points to the student who scored a 79 and everyone else in the class will also get the additional 3 points.It is possible to score above a 100 with a curve. Curves in the past have tended to be 3 points, on rarer occasions, 6 points. 
Return of Tests

Tests will be returned in the first review section that occurs after one week has elapsed since the taking of the test. But the scores might be posted earlier on UB Learns. Please keep all of your returned tests in case there is an inconsistency between the grades recorded by the TA and your actual grades. There will be no remedy without a saved test! Please also check UB Learns periodically to make sure there is no discrepancy between the posted grades and your actual grades. 
Test Dates 
Test 1 – Tuesday Feb 11
Test 2 – Tuesday Feb 25
Test 3 – Thursday Mar 13
Test 4 – Tuesday April 8
Test 5 – Thursday May 8
Paper Due Date  and Time:   Papers will be collected in class on April 24. Papers handed in after 5:00pm will be penalized.
Late Papers

Late papers will be docked one third of one grade for each day late. Papers slipped under the TA’s door or placed in their mailboxes after 5 pm of the due date will be considered late. 

Papers are not to be emailed to the TA without prior approval of the TA. 

Missed Tests
Contact the TA before the test if you are going to miss it. Whether you are allowed to take a makeup will depend upon the reason why you missed the test. Contact your TA, not the instructor, to ask permission to take a makeup test. Missed tests must be made up the following week. If the test is not taken within 7 days, the student will receive an F. For example, if the actual class test is given on a Tuesday at 11:00, then students taking the makeup have until the end of the next Tuesday at 11:00 pm to finish taking the makeup test. Notice that you must be done with the exam by 11:00 pm, not beginning or still taking the exam. If students fail to make up the test in a week, the only way for them to avoid an F will be if they have a note from a doctor that attests to a prolonged illness that prevented them from making up the test. After your TA has given approval to take the makeup test, students should arrange with the TA about when to take the makeup test. Students taking a test at the disabilities office must notify the professor two days before each exam. 
Extra Credit for Participation: You can also receive extra credit by frequent and intelligent participation during the review sessions or office hours. Emails do not count as class participation. Nor does help from the TA with your term paper. If you participate throughout the entire semester, then your TA will raise your final grade one third of one grade. For example, if your course grade is an A- then extra credit will raise your grade to an A. If you only begin to participate after you do poorly on a test, you will not get participation credit. So be prepared to participate even in early review sessions. 
Do not ask for the opportunity to change your grade by doing some extra work. The answer is no! This will be the case even if you don’t receive the grade you need to graduate or get into a major. The time for extra effort is before the tests!  The university has established certain minimum grades to graduate or advance into a program and I am not going to counter their requirements for your sake. A grade of a C- will not be changed to a C to ensure that you graduate on time or get into a desired program.

Extra Credit for Attending Abortion Debate on March 5 , Knox Hall rm 20. 7:00-9:00 pm (The start and finish time may change by a half hour so students will be updated in class and by email.) There will be a philosophy sponsored debate about abortion. SUNY Fredonia professor and Philosophy department chair, Steve Kershnar, will defend the pro-choice position. UB Doctoral student and philosophy department instructor, Catherine Nolan, will defend the Pro-life view. The audience will be able to ask questions. Students who attend most of the debate will be given extra credit of one or two points, depending upon the extent of their attendance.  
GRADES WILL NOT BE ROUNDED UP!
 I will not lower your grade from an A- to a B+ if you average a 90 on your tests. If I did, you would be right to protest that you deserve the letter grade that correlates with your numerical grade. So I likewise will not raise your grade from an 89 to a 90 so you can get an A-. This will be the case even if you don’t receive the grade you need to graduate or get into a major. The university has established certain minimum grades to graduate or advance into a program and I am not going to counter their requirements for your sake. A grade of a C- will not be changed to a C to ensure that you graduate on time or get into a desired program. Each grade differs, at most, by only 3.3 points from the next grade so changing a grade a single point is significant. 

Cheating
Students caught cheating on a test or plagiarizing on their papers will get an F on that assignment and a note in their file that they are guilty of cheating. If they cheat a second time, they will be given an F in the class , a permanent note on their transcript that they cheated, and perhaps suspension. Ignorance of what counts as plagiarism is no excuse. For more information about plagiarism go to the library web page http://library.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/guides/plagiarism.html   Students will not be allowed to look at their cell phones or wear headphones during the exams

Missed tests
Contact the TA, not the instructor, whenever you believe your absence for a scheduled test should be excused. Only contact the professor if you think that the TA has treated your request unfairly

SYLLABUS
Abortion 

1. Judith Thomson “A Defense of Abortion”
2. Don Marquis “Why Abortion is Immoral”

Review session case studies taken from Veatch, Haddad and English’s Case Studies in Biomedical Ethics 10-1, 10-2, 10-3, 10-4, 10-5, Munoz Case (TAs may provide link to latest news about Munoz case)
Autonomy and Informed Consent
3. Beauchamp and Childress “Respect for Autonomy”
4.  Robert Veatch “Abandoning Informed Consent”

Case Studies 6-1, 6-2, 7-5, 7-6, 17-1, 17-3, 18-4
Death

5. James Bernat, “Defense of the Whole Brain concept of Death
6. Alan Shewmon, “Brain and Somatic integration: Insights into the Standard Biological Rationale….”

7. Jeff McMahan, “An Alternative to Brain Death”
Case Studies 9-5, 18-1, 18-3, also 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2014/01/10/261391130/why-hospitals-and-families-still-struggle-to-define-death

Organ Procurement
8. Veatch and Pitt, “The Myth of Presumed Consent.”
9. David Steinberg, “An ‘Opting In’ Paradigm for Kidney Transplantation” 
10. Gerald Dworkin, “Markets and Morals: the Case for Organ Sales”

Case Studies 14-1, 14-3, 14-4, 14-5, 14-6, 

Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide

11. Frances Myrna Kamm, “A Right to Choose Death?”
12. David Velleman’s “A Right of Self-Termination?”
Case Studies 2-4, 4-4, 9-1, 9-2, 9-6, 

Advanced Directives 
13. Ronald Dworkin, “Life Past Reason”
14. Rebecca Dresser,“Dworkin on Dementia: Elegant Theory, Questionable Policy”
 Case Studies  6-6, 18-2,

COURSE SCHEDULE
Tuesday, January 28.  Introductory remarks  about  the course and Thomson’s “Defense of Abortion”
Thursday, January 30. Thomson
Tuesday, February 4. Thomson 
Thursday, February 6.  Review of Practice Exam 
Tuesday, February 11. Exam #1 
Thursday, February 13. “Marquis’s “Why Abortion is Immoral” 

Tuesday, February 18. Marquis  
Thursday, February 20. Marquis
Tuesday, Feb. 25. Exam #2  Covers the material since the last exam
Thursday, Feb 27. Beauchamp and Childress’s “Respect for Autonomy”
Tuesday, March 4. Beauchamp and Childress
Wednesday March 5.  Abortion Debate - Extra credit Knox Hall, Room 20, circa 7:00-9:00 pm
Thursday, March 6.  Finish Beauchamp and Begin Robert Veatch’s “Abandoning Informed Consent” 
Tuesday, March 11.  Veatch 
Thursday, March 13.  Exam #3 Covers the material since the last exam
Tuesday March 18. No Class - Spring Break

Thursday March 20. No Class - Spring Break
Tuesday, March 25.  Bernat’s “Defense of Whole Brain…” and Shewmon’s “Brain and Somatic…”  Thursday, March 27. Finish Shewmon and Jeff McMahan’s “An Alternative to Brain Death”
Tuesday, April 1 Veatch and Pitt “The Myth of Presumed Consent 
Thursday, April 3” ”Steinberg’s “Opting In, A New Paradigm.” and Dworkin’s “Markets and Morals…” 
Tuesday, April 8. Exam #4 Covers the material since the last exam
Thursday, April 10. Frances Myrna Kamm’s “A Right to Die?”
Tuesday, April 15. Kamm
Thursday, April 17. David Velleman’s “A Right of Self-Termination?” 
.
Tuesday, April 22. Velleman
Thursday, April 24. Velleman, Papers Due
Tuesday, April 29  Ronald Dworkin’s “Life Past Reason” 
Thursday May 1. Finish Dworkin and begin Dresser’s “Dworkin on Dementia: Elegant Theory…” 
Tuesday May 6. Rebecca Dresser’s “Dworkin on Dementia: Elegant Theory, Questionable Policy”
Thursday May 8.  Exam #5 Covers the material since the last exam
There is NO Final Exam even if it is listed on your MYUB
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