Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies
11-12:20 T/Th 
Talbert 107

Dr. LaKisha Simmons
lakishas@buffalo.edu
Global Gender Studies
Clemens 705
Office Hours: 12:45-2:45 Thursdays and by appointment

Course description: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The goal of this course is to introduce you to the academic field of Women's Studies.  By the end of the course you will be able to answer the questions, 'What is Women's Studies?' and 'What is feminism?' We will begin by exploring foundational concepts and terms in Women's and Gender Studies. The rest of the course provides an introduction to important topics such as: the history of the women's movement; the social construction of gender; the importance of race, sexuality, class on women's experiences; girlhood; and reproductive health and health activism. You will be asked to participate in class discussion and engage with a wide variety of readings.  You should be prepared to discus the week's readings every THURSDAY. 

Required Texts:
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Purple Hibiscus
Dorthoy Allison, Two or Three Things I Know for Sure 
Susan Bordo, The Male Body in Public and Private 
An Na, A Step from Heaven 
Boston Women's Health Collective, Our Bodies Ourselves, most recent edition 

Assignments & Assessment: 
Four small papers and four quizzes.
--Each paper is worth 10% of your final grade
--Each quiz is worth 10% of your final grade
--Attendance & participation is worth 20%.
--course blog (part of participation grade), 6 posts, 20 comments

Each paper is a short think piece and should be 2-3 pages.  The papers MUST be well written and contain a main argument. Assignments and a grading rubric will be handed out in class.

Take-home Quizzes will be composed of multiple choice, fill in the blank, identification, and short answer questions from readings and/or lectures.  You are responsible for all information presented in lecture and in the readings.


COURSE POLICIES:
Attendance: 
Each student receives 2 Free Absences for which NO NOTE OR EXCUSE is required.  Please save these "free" absences for sickness, doctor visits, trips home, emergences or etc.  Every other absence (after 2) will negatively affect your attendance grade.  *Please contact me if there is an emergency that will require you to miss more than two classes and we will work something out.*

Classroom Etiquette: Please remember to present yourself professionally.  Please be on time to class; if you are late, enter quietly so that you do not disturb other students or the instructor. Please turn off all cell phones and refrain from text messaging while in class.  Give your instructors and fellow students full attention and respect while they are talking.  Attendance grades will be negatively affected by discourteous behavior.  

Participation: You will be required to be actively engaged in class, discuss in small sections, and post online questions/comments for lecture and the readings (UB learns blog).

Email:
I will do my best to answer all emails & emailed questions within a 36-hour time frame.  However, I may choose to ignore emails that do not meet the guidelines for proper "email etiquette." 
Email Etiquette:  When emailing professors or TAs, please remember to present yourself professionally at all times.  Always include a proper greeting (Dear Dr. Simmons) and Salutation (Sincerely, Alicia).  From the OWL Writing Lab:
There are a few important points to remember when composing email, particularly when the email's recipient is a superior and/or someone who does not know you.
· Be sure to include a meaningful subject line; this helps clarify what your message is about and may also help the recipient prioritize reading your email
· Just like a written letter, be sure to open your email with a greeting like Dear Dr. Jones, or Dear Ms. Smith:
· Use standard spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. THERE'S NOTHING WORSE THAN AN EMAIL SCREAMING A MESSAGE IN ALL CAPS. [Or an email written as if it is a text message.]
· Write clear, short paragraphs and be direct and to the point; professionals and academics alike see their email accounts as business. Don't write unnecessarily long emails or otherwise waste the recipient's time
· Be friendly and cordial, but don't try to joke around (jokes and witty remarks may be inappropriate and, more commonly, may not come off appropriately in email)
If you need more advice on email etiquette, you may go to the OWL website to learn more: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/636/01/

Late Work:
Papers that are late will receive one-half letter-grade markdown per day.  No late work accepted after 7 days. You will not be notified in the case of missing work. It is your responsibility to keep track of all due dates, UB learns, and the course blog. Quizzes must be taken during the scheduled times. No make-ups are allowed.  

**If there is an emergency and you are unable to turn your work in on time, please contact me as soon as possible so that we may make alternate arrangements.

Plagiarism & Academic Dishonesty: 
From UB Library website:
"Plagiarism is the act of using another person's ideas or work without acknowledging the original source and giving proper credit. It is unethical and, in some cases, it is illegal. Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty, and it is considered by the University at Buffalo to be a serious offense. University policies related to plagiarism are available on the University's Academic Integrity web site." 
*See advice on avoiding plagiarism at UB library website: http://library.buffalo.edu/asl/guides/plagiarism.html

Students will be penalized for any act of Academic Dishonesty, including plagiarism:  (See website: http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/integrity.shtml)

A student engaging in academic dishonesty of any sort, will receive an F in the course and I will forward the issue to the Vice Provost of Academic affairs who may also impose the following sanctions: 
1) Failure in the course with a transcript notation of “academic dishonesty”
2) Suspension or expulsion from the university with a notation of academic dishonesty on your transcript. 

Learning Objectives & Assessments: 

Objective:  By the end of this course you will understand how culture(s) constructs gender, sexuality and bodies in a global context.   You will also learn the history of the women's rights movements globally.  Assessment: Your understanding of these concepts will be tested in reading quizzes.

Objective:  By the end of this course you will be able to critically analyze and clearly articulate the social construction of gender.  Assessment: In four short papers you will practice this skill.

Objective:  By the end of this course you will be able to analyze the ways in which gender intersects with other categories and identities (such as race, class, ability, locality and sexuality).  Assessment:  Quizzes and Papers.

Objective: You will be asked to evaluate gendered practices (including the production and recreation of femininity and masculinity) in your everyday life and in current culture. Assessment: Course Blog and Class Discussion.

Objective: You will learn how to read and think critically about issues related to gender and sexuality.  Assessment: Class Discussion and Papers.  


Course Calendar:  

PART ONE: INTRODUCTION TO KEY IDEAS AND TERMS

Week 1: Jan. 15, 17
Lectures: 	Introductions/Course Outline
What is Global Gender Studies?
What is feminism?
Why Study Gender?

Readings:	
*bell hooks, "Feminist Politics: Where We Stand," from Feminism is for Everybody: Passionate Politics. Cambridge, MA: South End Press, 2000. P1-6.
	*Susan Muaddi Darraj, "It 's Not an Oxymoron: The Search for an Arab Feminism" from Colonize This!: On Today's Feminism. NY: Seal Press, 2002, pp295-312. 
*Sally Gottesman, http://jwa.org/feminism/_html/JWA029.htm (click multimedia version of this page for video)
*Michael Kaufman, Masculinity and Healthy Relationships, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64VDoDEBFw4 (watch first 12 minutes) 

Week 2: Jan 22, 24

Lectures: 	Gender/Sex
		Gender Studies; Gendered Analysis 
		Sexed Bodies 

Readings:	
*Michael S. Kimmel, "Introduction" from The Gendered Society
*Anne Fausto-Sterling, "Of Gender and Genitals: The Use and Abuse of the Modern Intersexual," in Sexing the Body: Gender, Politics and the Construction


Week 3: Jan. 29, 31

Lectures:	Sex and Sexuality
Readings:	
*Cathy J. Cohen, "Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens: The Radical Potential of Queer Politics?"
	*Michael Warner, “What is the Trouble with Normal?”


Week 4: Feb 5, 7


Lectures:	Transnational / Global 
		Intersectionality
 
Readings:	*Chandra Talpade Mohanty. "'Under Western Eyes' Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anticapitalist Struggles" Signs 28:2, 2003.
	*Almas Sayeed, "Chappals and Gym Shorts: An Indian Muslim Woman in the Land of Oz" Colonize This!: On Today's Feminism. NY: Seal Press, 2002, pp. 203-214.


Week 5: Feb 12, 14


Lectures:  	WRITING WORKSHOP, Tuesday Feb 12h.  
		No Class Thursday Feb 14, WORK ON PAPER ONE!

Assignments:  Work on Paper—DUE Feb 15th 
		QUIZ ONE DUE Feb 12th 

PART II:  WOMEN’S HEALTH & REPRODUCTION

Week 6: Feb 19, 21


Lectures:	CR, The Second Wave and the Body
		Women's Health Movement, ACT-UP
Readings: 	
*Women's Health Collective, Our Bodies Our Selves (original—available 
on ubLearns) 1-60 
*Larry Kramer, "On the Beginning of ACT-UP", 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ett_Rz_eNqA
*United in Anger Trailer, 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4ZacAyc4b8
		

Week 7: Feb 26th, 28th 

Lectures: 	Reproductive Health
Readings: 	 *Bernstein and Black, "Frida Kahlo: Realistic Reproductive Images in the Early Twentieth Century," The American Journal of Medicine. (2008). 1114-1116.
* Iris Marion Young, "Menstrual Mediation" from Female Body Experience 
* Chikako Takeshita, 2010 “The IUD in Me: On Embodying Feminist Science Studies,” Science as Culture, 19(1), 37-60



Week 8: March 5th, 7th 

Lectures:	Reproductive Politics 
		Motherhood & Reproduction 
		
Readings:	*Iris Marion Young, "Interlude: My Mother's Story" 
	*Alice Walker, "Have You Stolen Anything" and "The Happy Mother" from Meridian  
	*Start Purple Hibiscus read to page 50.

Assignment: PAPER TWO DUE, March 8th 
		READING QUIZ #2, March 7th  


Week 9: Spring Break, March 12th, 14th 


PART III: Girls’ Studies and Coming of Age Narratives

Week 10: March 19th, 21st 

Lectures:	Girl’s Studies/ Girls’ Histories
		Discussion of Book
Readings:	Purple Hibiscus FINISH BOOK


Week 11: March 26th, 28th
		
Lectures:		Girls’ Literature/ Girls’ Culture 
			Global Girlhood//Book Discussion			

Readings:		A Step From Heaven 
	

Week 12: April 2nd, April 4th  


Lectures:	Coming of Age Narratives//Discussion

Readings:	Two or Three Things I Know for Sure  

Assignments: READING QUIZ THREE due April 5th.
PAPER THREE DUE April 7th 
		 
		

PART IV: THE BODY BEAUTIFUL

Week 13: April 9, 11

Lectures:	Beauty, Race, Size
Readings:	*Wendy A Burns-Ardolino, "Jiggle in My Walk: The Iconic Power of the 
'Big Butt' in American Pop Culture"  
*D. Lacy Asbill, "'I'm Allowed to Be a Sexual Being': The Distinctive 
Social Conditions of the Fat Burlesque Stage"
*Deb Burgard, “What is Health at Every Size?”

Week 14: April 16, 18
	
Lectures:	The Gaze/ Staring
		Beauty and Disability

Readings:	*Rosemarie Garland-Thomson, Staring (selection)
		

Week 15: April 23, 25 

Lectures:	Men & Beauty
Readings:	*Susan Bordo, The Male Body: A New Look at Men in Public and Private 
		Read 69-104, 153-264, 281-298 

Assignments: QUIZ FOUR April 26th 

Paper Four Due during Exam Time.
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