All information on this syllabus is tentative; you are responsible to check UBLearns on a regular basis to ensure you have the most up-to-date syllabus.
Psychology 351: Biopsychology – Spring 2014
Tuesday, Thursday 11-12:20, NSC 201
Instructor

Dr. Paul Meyer

Email: pmeyer@buffalo.edu
Tel: (716) 645-0263
Office hours: Park Hall B72 Tuesday 9:45-10:45, and by appointment. 
Course Goals/Description
This course is a general survey of the biological bases of behavior. We will focus on structure and function of the nervous system, with the control of behavior as the overarching theme. After successfully completing this course, you will have been exposed to the basic information required for any of the upper level behavioral neuroscience courses offered by the psychology department at the University at Buffalo. The course is a large lecture course. Lectures are provided to supplement the text and to refine information in the text. Not all material in the text will be covered in class and some material covered in class will not be in the text. You are responsible for all of the material in the assigned book chapters and all of the material described in class. Exceptions to this will be pointed out when necessary. In general, slides used in class will not be available on UB learns before each class. Some, but not all slides will appear on UB learns after completion of the lecture.
Required Materials:

Foundations of Behavioral Neuroscience, Neil R. Carlson, 9th  Edition
Online Resources

Class resources (including syllabus, lecture slides, quizzes) will be available online using UBlearns.  Hard copies of these things will not be handed out during class.
Teaching assistants

There are several teaching assistants assigned for the course. Your TAs are your first points of contact for questions or clarification about the course. Contact with the TAs can be through office hours or email. All TA office hours will be held in the Psychology Resource room, Park Hall 282, as indicated below. If communicating by email, please consult the list below to determine which TA you should contact for email questions, but you should feel free to attend whichever office hour best suits your schedule. 

If your last name begins with the letter A-F, your first point of contact will be:

Courtney Rice, email: clrice2@buffalo.edu
Office hours – 10-12 on Mondays, Park Hall 242
If your last name begins with the letter G-M, your first point of contact will be:

James Catlin, email: jamescat@buffalo.edu
Office hours – Tuesdays 12:30-1:30, Psych Student Resource Center (Park Hall 282)
If your last name begins with the letter N-Z, your first point of contact will be:

John Barbieri, email: johnbarb@buffalo.edu
Office hours – Thursdays 12:30-1:30, Psych Student Resource Center (Park Hall 282)
Course Requirements and Assessment
Reading: You are expected to read assigned readings prior to class, attend class regularly and ask for clarification when necessary. Lectures will not attempt to comprehensively cover or faithfully follow the readings.  Rather, they will focus on concepts and details that are most important or difficult to understand.  Both lecture and reading material will be represented on quizzes and exams.
Tests: There will be four in-class tests given during the semester, each worth 15% of your final grade. The lowest score of these four tests will be dropped when calculating your final grade. Missed tests will receive a score of zero points. Except for very rare and unusual circumstances, there will be no make-up tests. Thus, you should plan to take each of the four tests, regardless of your performance. Things frequently happen that might prevent a student from taking a test. It would be a shame to miss a test to go skiing in February and not be able to drop the test you miss in March because your car breaks down. Each test will likely be a combination of multiple choice, matching, true/false, and short answer. The amount of each type of question may vary between the tests. As suggested earlier, the tests will cover material presented in the required reading as well as material presented in lecture. This also includes material presented in one or the other, but not both (i.e., if it was presented in class, but isn’t in the book, it’s still fair game). Please note that coming to a test or exam after the start time is not acceptable. Students who arrive late risk being prohibited from taking the test. 


Quizzes will be available in the Assignment section of the UB learns page for this course. There will be one multiple choice quiz for each chapter. The quizzes must be completed before the material is covered in lecture. For example, we are currently scheduled to begin discussing Psychopharmacology on February 13th. This material is described in chapter 4 of your text. The quiz for chapter 4 will be available no fewer than 2 days before February 13th (sometimes 3-5 days before), but will disappear from UB learns at 11:00 AM September 17th. There are no make-up quizzes and no extensions to the deadline. The quizzes are intended to insure that you read and digest at least some of the material before listening to the lectures. In this manner you get credit in the course for doing what is expected of you anyway.
Cumulative Final Exam: Thirty percent of your final grade for the course will be determined by your performance on a cumulative final exam. The final exam will be given during exam week and will be scheduled by the university. The format of the final exam will be similar to that of the in-class tests.

	Student Learning Outcomes: At the end of this course students will 
	Assessment 

	1) Recognize, identify, and describe key concepts in the neural and/or endocrine control of behavior.
	Quizzes, Exams, Tests

	2) Identify parts of the nervous system.
	Quizzes, Exams, Tests

	3) Possess a basic knowledge of the function of the nervous system.
	Quizzes, Exams, Tests


	Assessment


	Points



	Quizzes
	25%

	Tests (best 3 of 4)
	45%

	Cumulative Final Exam
	30%

	TOTAL   
	100%


The student learning outcomes for this course address the goals detailed for the Department of Psychology's Undergraduate Program as described on the Department's Undergraduate Program web page: http://www.psychology.buffalo.edu/undergraduate/
Grades will be awarded on an absolute scale. In other words, we will not hesitate to give everyone an A if their percent score is high enough.   The tables above and below show how grades are calculated and scaled. You are responsible for keeping track of how you are doing in the class. The grades will not likely be curved.
	% 
	93-100 
	90-92.9 
	87-89.9 
	83-86.9 
	80-82.9 
	77-79.9 
	73-76.9 
	70-72.9 
	66-69.9
	60-65.9 
	<60 

	Grade 
	A 
	A- 
	B+ 
	B 
	B- 
	C+ 
	C 
	C- 
	D+
	D 
	F 


Feedback: Feel free to leave feedback for the instructor regarding any portion of the class at any time!  Send an email or anonymous mail via Campus mail to Paul Meyer (Park Hall B72).  Let me know if there is material that you would like to see covered, or portions of the class that you think would benefit from change. 
Re-Grades: You will have the opportunity to examine your tests during your TAs office hours (you should go to the office hours of the TA corresponding to the first letter of your last name, see above). Tests will not be returned; however, if you find an error or disagree with the way an answer was graded, you may submit your test for a re-grade. Please include a written explanation. Please be advised that we will re-grade the entire test, not just the disputed question.

Attendance: I will not officially keep track of attendance. Your grade, however, is not likely to be high if you

do not attend class regularly. As stated earlier, there will certainly be information provided in the lectures that

will not be found elsewhere. Slides may or may not be posted on UB Learns and your friends’ notes may or

may not be sufficient. If you want a good grade for the course, come to class.

Other Important Information
Incomplete grades: refer to the University’s incomplete policy for requirements and comments regarding the use of incomplete grades: 

http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/grading/explanation.shtml#incomplete
Class cancellation policy: In the event that a class needs to be cancelled because of something such as a snowstorm or other emergency, material intended for the cancelled period(s) will be presented during the next possible meeting of the class. If an exam is scheduled on the day of a cancelled class, the exam will be given when class resumes. In the event that a sign is posted indicating that class is cancelled, please wait at least 20 minutes after the normal start time of the class to insure the validity of the sign.

Accessibility: Any student needing help such as note-takers, readers, or extended time on examinations should contact the instructor and the Office of Accessibility Resources Services (25 Capen Hall; 645-2608) during the first two weeks of class. The Office of Accessibility Resources will provide information and review appropriate arrangements for reasonable accommodations.

Academic Integrity: Both giving and receiving information during a test is cheating. So is plagiarism. Students caught cheating will receive a failing grade for the entire semester and will be reported to the University Administration for further disciplinary action.

The following is quoted from, http://www.ub-judiciary.buffalo.edu/art3a.shtml, a website detailing University Standards concerning Academic Dishonesty:

“The University has a responsibility to promote academic honesty and integrity and to develop procedures to deal effectively with instances of academic dishonesty. Students are responsible for the honest completion and representation of their work, for the appropriate citation of sources, and for respect for others' academic endeavors. By placing their name on academic work, students certify the originality of all work not

otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgments.”

“A. The following actions constitute major forms, but not exclusively all forms, of academic dishonesty among students: (a) submission: submitting academically required material that has been previously submitted in whole or in substantial part in another course, without prior and expressed consent of the instructor; (b) plagiarism:

copying or receiving material from a source or sources and submitting this material as one's own without acknowledging the particular debts to the source (quotations, paraphrases, basic ideas), or otherwise representing the work of another as one's own; (c) cheating: receiving information, or soliciting information, from another student or other unauthorized source, or giving information to another student, with the intent to deceive while completing an examination or individual assignment; (d) falsification of academic

materials: fabricating laboratory materials, notes, reports, or any forms of computer data; forging an instructor's name or initials; resubmitting an examination or assignment for reevaluation which has been altered without the instructor's authorization; or submitting a report, paper, materials, computer data, or examination (or any considerable part thereof) prepared by any person other than the student responsible for the assignment;

(e) procurement, distribution or acceptance of examinations, laboratory results, or confidential academic materials without prior and expressed consent of the instructor.”
Schedule and Academic content (tentative):
Check here frequently for syllabus changes and updates on readings! It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that he/she has the most recent syllabus.

	Tue
	1/28/2014
	Introduction, Cells of the Nervous System
	Chapter 1, 2 (to p. 37)
	Quiz 1

	Thurs
	1/30/2014
	Structure of the Nervous System
	Chapter 3
	Quiz 2

	Tues
	2/4/2014
	Structure of the Nervous System
	 
	 

	Thurs
	2/6/2014
	Structure and Function of Cells in the Nervous System
	Chapter 2
	 

	Tue
	2/11/2014
	Structure and Function of Cells in the Nervous System
	 
	Quizzes 1-3 due

	Thurs
	2/13/2014
	Psychopharmacology
	Chapter 4
	Quiz 4 

	Tues
	2/18/2014
	Psychopharmacology
	 
	 

	Thurs
	2/20/2014
	Test 1
	 
	 

	Tue
	2/25/2014
	Methods and Strategies
	Chapter 5
	Quiz 5

	Thurs
	2/27/2014
	Vision
	Chapter 6
	Quiz 6

	Tues
	3/4/2014
	Vision/Audition
	Chapter 7
	Quiz 7

	Thurs
	3/6/2014
	Auditory/Vestibular System
	 
	 

	Tue
	3/11/2014
	Somatosensory/Chemosensory System
	 
	 

	Thurs
	3/13/2014
	Test 2
	 
	 

	Tues
	3/18/2014
	NO CLASS
	 
	 

	Thurs
	3/20/2014
	NO CLASS
	 
	 

	Tue
	3/25/2014
	Sleep and Biological Rhythms
	Chapter 8
	Quiz 8

	Thurs
	3/27/2014
	Sleep and Biological Rhythms
	 
	 

	Tues
	4/1/2014
	Reproductive Behavior
	Chapter 9
	Quiz 9

	Thurs
	4/3/2014
	Reproductive Behavior
	 
	 

	Tue
	4/8/2014
	Ingestive Behavior - fluid balance
	Chapter 11
	Quiz 10

	Thurs
	4/10/2014
	Ingestive Behavior - energy balance
	 
	 

	Tues
	4/15/2014
	Test 3
	 
	 

	Thurs
	4/17/2014
	Emotion
	Chapter 10
	Quiz 11

	Tue
	4/22/2014
	Learning and Memory
	Chapter 12
	Quiz 12

	Thurs
	4/24/2014
	Human Communication
	Chapter 13
	Quiz 13

	Tue
	4/29/2014
	Neurological Disorders
	Chapter 14
	Quiz 14

	Thurs
	5/1/2014
	Schizophrenia, Affective Disorders, and Anxiety Disorders
	Chapter 15
	Quiz 15

	Tues
	5/6/2014
	Autism, Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity, Stress, Addiction 
	Chapter 16
	Quiz 16

	Thurs
	5/8/2014
	Test 4
	 
	 


 FINAL EXAM: 5/13/2014, 11:45-2:45, NSC 201
