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University at Buffalo The State University of New York


GLY 102 Global Environmental Science Lab Syllabus, Spring 2014 Teaching Assistant:	Matthew Celestino			        Class Location: Fronczak 352
Email:	mjcelest@buffalo.edu						  GLY 102Lab: Times

Office Hours:	 Wednesday’s 1:00pm to 2:00pm		Section 1, Monday 10:00am to 12:29pm		  Friday’s 2:00pm to 3:00pm			Section 6, Wednesday 9:00am to 11:29am
Office Location: Fronczak 355 				Section 10, Thursday 5:30pm to 7:59pm
Laboratory Coordinator: Mrs. Susan Bratcher
Email:bratcher@buffalo.edu


		


Course Description:
This course provides an introductory level overview of the science of climate change. In order to better understand climate change on our planet, we learn how the individual components (land, water, air, life forms) are interconnected. Earth system science is the study of how different aspects of the Earth system: geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere and biosphere are related and continuously interact with each other to produce a complex whole. This course introduces the Earth system, dominantly through the perspective of the geological sciences. The GLY101/102 sequence fulfills the university’s general education natural science requirement, and provides a gateway into any earth science related discipline.

This lab is associated with GLY 101 LEC, a course intended for non-science majors who have an interest in their natural physical environment.  The lab grade is completely separate from the lecture grade! The lab is designed to develop skills in map-reading, problem-solving, and to foster hands-on learning of the interactions between Earth processes, the environment, and humans. You will be introduced to some important geological processes that are responsible for environmental effects; you will also be introduced to anthropogenic impacts to global and local environmental issues.  Although we do our best to coordinate the lab and the lecture components of the course, the labs meet over a 2-week period, so close correlation is not always possible.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

1. Recognize and explain scientific theories, concepts, and data about non-living systems.
2. Use data and observations from a specific scientific field to elucidate scientific hypotheses and theories.
3. Discuss the tentative nature of scientific knowledge, and how scientific uncertainty is reflected in the value systems and ethics associated with human inquiry and public policy.







Course Requirements:Means of Assessment
Attendance / Participation 5%
Quizzes 20%
Lab Assignments 55% 
Lab Final Exam 20%



	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-

	>92
	92-90
	89.9-87
	86.9-83
	82.9-80

	
	
	
	
	

	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	F

	79.9-77
	76.9-73
	72.9-70
	69.9-67
	66.9-60
	<60





Note: Students should keep all their course work until they have received their final grade for the course. Course work includes all laboratory assignments, pre-lab assignments, quizzes and exams.

Attendance / Participation:(5%)										Participation involves professional attitude, preparation for class, involvement in activities, consideration of instructor, classmates and class materials, and punctuality.  Because labs meet only several times during the semester, your punctual attendance is mandatory. You must attend the lab section that you are enrolled in. Unless prior arrangements have been made with your instructor, non-attendance in your lab will count as a missed lab and will result in a zero for any pre-labs, quizzes or lab assignments that were due that day.

As stated in the Undergraduate Catalog 2013-2014:“Students may be justifiably absent from classes due to religious observances, illness documented by a physician or other appropriate health care professional, conflicts with university-sanctioned activities documented by an appropriate university administrator, public emergencies, and documented personal or family emergencies. The student is responsible for notifying the instructor in writing with as much advance notice as possible” (http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/ attendance.shtml).You should note that for an absence to be justified official documentation must be given to your instructor! In cases of an emergencies that do not allow you to contact your instructor before the class meets you must contact them within 24 hours of the missed class.

If you know you must miss lab for a University-sanctioned reason, contact your instructor BEFORE the lab in question to make alternative arrangements.  University-sanctioned absences require proper documentation. Without a University-sanctioned excuse or without permission from your TA missed labs cannot be made up.

Quizzes:(20%)
Quizzes are given in lab each week. These quizzes assess your understanding of the previous week’s lab and may contain material from the current week’s lab.  They are intended to familiarize you with the format of the lab exam.  The quizzes are normally given at the start of class. If the quiz is being given at the start of class the classroom door may be shut and may remain locked until the quiz is complete.  Do not knock to be let in; quietly wait outside the room and when the quiz is complete you may enter for that day’s lab.  It is entirely your responsibility to make it to class on time.




Lab assignments:(55%)
Lab materials and any additional files will be posted on UBLearns through Blackboard prior to each lab. You are responsible for reading the lab prior to class, completing pre-lab assignments, and bringing a printout of the lab and completed pre-lab to class. Showing up to lab without required materials may result in a zero for that lab. All assignments must be legible or credit will not be given.

All labs are due at the end of the class period.  Unless prior arrangements have been made with your instructor, late assignments without instructor’s signature or written approval will not be accepted. If you cannot finish a lab assignment on time you must ask your instructor to have your lab signed. Late labs will not be accepted without instructor’s signature or prior written approval. All assignments must include your name, the date, your lab SECTION NUMBER, and the name of your TA. 

Final Exam:(20%)
A final exam will be given during finals week.  To succeed on the lab exam, a solid understanding of the concepts from the individual labs and pre-lab assignments is essential. The final exam will be cumulative.

Make-up Policy:
Because lab materials are only available the week the specific lab is being taught, no make-ups will be allowed for quizzes, exams or labs, without prior arrangements having been made with the instructor.

Accommodations
The University at Buffalo makes reasonable accommodations for persons with documented physical, emotional or learning disabilities.  If you require classroom or testing accommodations due to a disability, please contact Accessibility Resources, located at 25 Capen Hall. AR can be reached by phone at (716) 645-2608 or by email at stu-accessibility@buffalo.edu. Students with documented disabilities should contact Dr. Briner (lecture professor for GLY 102) as well as your TA regarding any needed accommodation.

Academic Integrity
“The University at Buffalo considers plagiarism a form of academic dishonesty and a serious breach of academic integrity. The penalties for plagiarism can be severe, including grade reduction, course failure, student suspension, and even student expulsion. University instructors are continuously developing more sophisticated methods of detecting plagiarism, including new software on UBLearns. Examples of academic dishonesty, departmental procedures for penalizing students, and university policies related to plagiarism are available on the University's Academic Integrity web site: http://academicintegrity.buffalo.edu/”.

Additional Policies 
Be prepared.  Be respectful. Leave cell phones off and in your bag/pocket.  Clean up. No special projects or extra credit will be available to enhance a student’s grade.

Dates: Labs generally meet EVERY OTHER WEEK, with some exceptions due to holidays. It is up to you to be in class as outlined below.  Be careful to attend all of your own labs; you will NOT be allowed into different lab sections without documentation or specific permission from your instructor. Missing the lab you are enrolled in and attending another lab without permission may still result in a zero for the missed lab.
*****************Note: schedule is subject to change during the semester.*******************

	Section 1

	Monday’s, 10:00am to 12:29pm

	2/03/2014
	Lab 1

	2/17/2014
	Lab 2

	3/03/2014
	Lab 3

	[bookmark: _GoBack]3/24/2014
	Lab 4

	4/07/2014
	Lab 5

	4/21/2014
	Lab 6

	5/05/2014
	Lab 7

	5/12/2014
	Final Exam
From 11:29am to 12:29pm 



Important Dates To Remember:
Date:							Event:
Monday, January 27th, 2014				Classes Begin
Monday, February 3rd, 2014				Last Day to Add/Drop Classes
Monday, March 17th – Saturday, March 22nd		Spring Recess
Friday, April 18th, 2014				Last Day to Resign Courses
Friday, May 9th, 2014 					Last Day of Classes
Saturday, May 10th – Sunday, May 11th, 2014	Reading Days
Monday, May 12th – Saturday, May 17th, 2014	Semester Final Examinations
Friday, May 16th – Sunday, May 18th, 2014		Commencement Weekend
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