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	BIO 129: SYLLABUS 2013

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GENERAL INFORMATION
Description: Biology 129 is a non-majors course focusing on human biology. The course consists of a three credit lecture plus a 0.5 credit lab.   The course will provide fundamental information on “how the body works” at a level appropriate to non-scientists.  Emphasis will be placed on human disease/drug treatments.  The role of stress in health and disease will be emphasized.  The effects of recreational drugs will also be discussed.  The labs will consist of assignments which focus on special topics that complement the lecture material. 
A single final grade will be given for both the lecture and the lab. The lecture material will be graded based on three in class exams and a mandatory comprehensive final (during finals week). Each in class exam will count for 15% of the student’s lecture grade and the final will count for 40% of the student’s lecture grade. However, because students taking this course vary considerably in relevant background and because the final covers the entire course, the final can count as 100% of the student’s lecture grade if it is to their advantage when the lecture grade is calculated. The lecture grade will count 85% of the final grade. All exams including the final will be open notes/book. The lab consists of three assignments to be turned in by uploading to UBLearns. Each assignment will count for one-third of the student’s lab grade. The lab grade will count for 15% of the final grade.
Topics: The following topics will be covered in the lecture part of the course:
· Conception: How it works including a discussion of issues such as fertility/infertility, birth control and genetics.
· Prenatal development: Developmental “forks in the road” and non-genetic birth defects.
· Birth: How a fetus transitions to life out of the womb.
· Postnatal development: How a baby develops into a reproductive capable adult.
· Reproduction: How to do it and not do it
· Aging: What is it, why does it happen and can we do anything about it.
· Disease prevention and treatment: Infections, cancer, metabolic diseases, immune related diseases etc.
· Death: the inevitable
Student Accountability:  Students are responsible for attending all lectures & assimilating the material presented there. The textbook expands on material presented in lectures.  Exams will be based only on materials presented in lectures & the book.  Labs will be accessed through UBLearns & must be submitted by uploading to the UBLearns website.  Lab assignments will be made available approximately one month before the due date.  Please see the Course Schedule for specific dates.
Student Learning Outcomes:  At completion of the course, students should have assimilated a general understanding of how various organ systems of the body function together to maintain health.  In addition, they should have a basic understanding of how malfunctions in various organ systems cause disease, as well as possible medical interventions to treat diseases.  The lab exercises will enable the student to obtain information on cutting edge topics related to the course via independent research.
Academic Integrity:  Exams are to be completed by the student with no assistance of any sort from others.  Exams will be open book/open notes, but sharing of notes or books between students during exams is not allowed.  Lab reports are also individual efforts and written in a student’s own words. A note on plagiarism, which is a serious academic offense:  Answers should be in your own words.  You may directly quote a source as long as that material is placed in quotation marks and referenced – otherwise it is plagiarism.   Please refer to the university undergraduate Integrity Policy for further information.
Students with Disabilities:  Please register with UB’s Accessibilty Resources Office so that proper accommodations can be made to meet your needs.
COURSE CONTACTS
DR ALMON: There are three good ways to contact Dr. Almon:
1. e-mail (the best because he has a record) almon@buffalo.edu   Please include BIO129 in the subject line.
2. speak to him before or after class
3. Office hours in Hochstetter 107: Monday, Wednesday & Thursday - 2-3 pm
Do not call him. The University number is in a research lab and a call disturbs the other people in the lab. He will not answer the phone.
DR DuBOIS:  Dr. DuBois handles grading and record keeping, UBLearns, and all issues related to labs.  She can be contacted by email: dubois@buffalo.edu.  Please include BIO129 in the subject line of any emails to her.
 
TAs:  You will be assigned a TA (teaching assistant) after the end of the ADD/DROP period.  The TA is responsible for grading Lab assignments only, and cannot help you with course material.  The name and email address of your assigned TA will be posted on the website and UBLearns after ADD/DROP.     However, lab topic submissions and labs are accepted ONLY through UBLearns, so please do not send these to your TA by email. If for some reason you must contact your TA by email, please include BIO129 in the subject line.

WHERE & WHEN
 
Biology 129 meets M, W, F from 11:00 - 11:50pm in 225 NSC.
All information that a student must know is discussed during the lectures. Powerpoint files of all lectures will be made available on both the website and UBLearns.  You may ask questions during the lecture. In addition, a book entitled “Drugs, Stress, & Human Function is published by Cognella Academic Publishing and distributed by University Readers, Inc.  (Instructions for ordering the book can be found by opening the tab “Book” on UBLearns). Students must gain the required understanding by some combination of the above methods.
A MANDATORY final exam is scheduled for MONDAY DEC 9 from 11:45 AM- 2:45 PM in NSC 225.  (this is during Finals week – be sure to note that the exam begins at 11:45 AM and is 3 hours long!).  This schedule is set by the University and we cannot change it.
There are no regularly scheduled meetings for labs.  All labs must be turned in through UBLearns on or before the due date.  Instructions for uploading labs can be found in the tab labeled “ LAB INFORMATION”.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday: 2-3 PM:  Hochstetter 107

BOOK: “Drugs, Stress, and Human Function”
Step 1: Log on to https://students.universityreaders.com/store/
Step 2: Create an account or log in if you have an existing account to purchase
Step 3: Easy-to-follow instructions will guide you through the rest of the ordering process. Payment can be made by all major credit cards or with an electronic check
Step 4: After purchasing, you can access your partial e-book (FREE 30% PDF) by logging into your account and clicking My Digital Materials to get started on your readings right away.
Orders are typically processed within 24 hours and the shipping time will depend on the selected shipping method and day it is shipped (orders are not shipped on Sundays or holidays). If you experience any difficulties, please email orders@cognella.com or call 800.200.3908 ext. 503.

GRADING POLICY
Final Course Grade:  You will receive the same final grade for both BIO 129 lecture and BIO 129L lab.  This grade will be calculated as 85% Lecture Grade (see below) and 15% Lab Grade (see below).
Lecture Grade: Students are required to take 3 "in class" exams and a final examination during finals week. The final exam is mandatory – you must take the final in order to pass the course. All in class exams and the final exam are "open book", and will consist of multiple-choice type questions. The lecture grade is based on the following formula: each hour exam = 15 points and the final exam = 40 points. However, there is a special caveat associated with the final exam. The final is comprehensive over the entire course. Because of this, the final can count as 85 points (with the 3 in class exams not counting at all) if it is to your advantage. We automatically calculate the lecture grade both ways, and give you the higher of the two.  The lecture grade counts as 85 points towards your final Course Grade.
Lab: There are three “on line” labs that are to be uploaded through UBLearns. Labs will be initially graded out of 50 points, but will be adjusted to 5 points.  The adjusted lab grades (3 labs at a maximum of 5 points each) will count as 15% of your final Course Grade.
Grading Policy – Final Grade Calculations Summarized:
Option 1:  Exam 1 (15%) + Exam 2 (15%) + Exam 3 (15%) + Final Exam (40%) + Lab 1   (5%) + Lab 2 (5%) + Lab 3 (5%)
                                         OR
Option 2:  Final Exam (85%) + Lab 1 (5%) + Lab 2 (5%) + Lab 3 (5%)
Letter Grades:  The class is not curved. Plus/minus grading will be used. Grades are not negotiable, and it is not possible to do “extra credit” assignments to raise your grade. The breakdown of grades is as follows:
A = 93-100
A minus = 90-92
B plus = 87-89
B = 83-86
B minus = 80-82
C plus = 77-79
C = 73-76
C minus = 70-72
D plus = 67-69
[bookmark: _GoBack]D = 60-66
F = < 60
Exam Policy
Exam Policy:  With a class of 385 students, we cannot accommodate individual requests for exam rescheduling, except in instances of documented illnesses, death in the immediate family, or job/professional school interviews. In the case of a documented excuse for missing an exam, an alternate make-up will be scheduled for you.  This includes the University scheduled Final Exam. So please make end of the semester travel arrangements accordingly.
Exams are open book and open note.  You may use a calculator. However laptops, cell phones, tablets, and any other electronic devices that I am too old to know even exist are not allowed.
Advice
Attend all lectures! Read the book with the intent of understanding the material, not memorizing it. If you even suspect that you are having difficulty understanding something, come to "OFFICE HOURS" (Mon & Wed 2-3 PM; Thurs 3-4 PM, Hochstetter 107). It is helpful if you let Dr. DuBois know that you are coming to office hours in advance by emailing her (dubois@buffalo.edu) but this is not mandatory – dropins are always welcome. DO NOT GET BEHIND. Finally, do not be afraid to ask "stupid" questions in lecture. No question is stupid if you do not know the answer to it.
UB Learns:  Although major course information is posted on the website as well as UBLearns, UBLearns should be considered the major site for course information, with the website a possibly convenient backup for you. You MUST turn in labs and obtain topic approval through UBLearns. There will occasionally be additional announcements posted on UBLearns that do not appear on the website.  In addition, emails will occasionally be sent to the entire class from UBLearns.  Therefore, it is important that you check the email account THAT IS LISTED FOR YOU ON UBLEARNS ( i.e, your UB account)!  I’m sorry, but it is not possible for us to substitute your favorite email address for your official UB address.
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