Psych 101N, Fall 2013        6
Introductory Psychology
Fall 2013

Section: N 	Room: Knox 20 	Time:  Tuesday, Thursday, 12:30-1:50

Instructor					
Dr. Shira Gabriel				
email:  	sgabriel@buffalo.edu			
Office:  358 Park Hall				
Phone:  645-0227			
						
Teaching Assistants

	Andy Lam
	andylam@buffalo.edu
	Kylie Valent
	kylieval@buffalo.edu

	Christina Flore
	cflore@buffalo.edu
	Melissa Lisciandro
	mjliscia@buffalo.edu

	Emily Crowl
	emilycro@buffalo.edu
	Monica Lippens
	monicali@buffalo.edu

	Haley Monolopolus
	haleymon@buffalo.edu
	Nicole Hunter
	nicolehu@buffalo.edu

	Mahrein Syed
	mahreins@buffalo.edu
	Nicole Shepardson
	nmshepar@buffalo.edu

	Olivia Stahl	
	ojstahl@buffalo.edu
	Tiffany Wong
	tlwong@buffalo.edu

	Samantha Banker
	sabanker@buffalo.edu
	Victoria Robbins
	vcrobbin@buffalo.edu



All TA office hours will be held in 282 Park Hall.  The date and times of office hours will be posted on the class website and announced in class ASAP.

Graduate Assistants
Emma Greenspon 			ebgreens@ buffalo.edu
Megan Comstock 			megancom@buffalo.edu

Textbook (required):

We have a customized text for this class which includes both the course notes and text content, organized and selected specifically for this class.  You can get an electronic version or a text version (which also comes with access to the electronic version).  

It is listed in the bookstore as:  Psychology Package SUNY AT BUFFALO, GABRIEL

Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

· Identify the main content areas of psychology, the types of topics studied by psychologists in those areas, and the major empirical findings in those areas. Assessed through in-class exams.
· Explain general psychological principles using psychological terminology. Assessed through in-class exams.
· Apply psychological concepts to everyday life experiences. Assessed through in-class exams.
· Understand the research process in psychological science.  Assessed through successful completion of the research requirement and/or Alternate Assignment.

The student learning outcomes for this course address the goals detailed for the Department of Psychology's Undergraduate Program as described on the Department's web site

Who to go to for help:

Do you want to look over an exam?  Do you have a question about the material?  Do you need help studying? Did you miss a class and want to look over the notes?

Your Teaching Assistants are your first line for help.  If you have a question about the reading or the lecture or want help preparing for a exam or understanding why you did not do as well on the last exam as you would have liked, contact one of the TAs.  You can e-mail a TA with questions, go to his or her office hours, or set up an appointment with a TA.  The TAs’ only responsibility is to help you do well in the class.  Please contact one of the TAs if you need help.  If you missed class, the TAs will go over the material you missed with you if you have documentation of missing for a valid reason (e.g. illness, death in family, sporting event).

Can’t find your grade on an exam?

Emma, one of the Graduate Assistants will handle all of the paper work for the class.  If you can’t find your grade when grades are posted, or think a grade was calculated incorrectly, Emma.

Did you miss an exam?

Megan (one of the Graduate Assistants), will handle all of the make-up exams for the class.  If you miss an exam (see below – testing and grading procedures) contact Megan.

Did you try other avenues and not have any luck?

If you have already contacted the TAs and still need help, contact me.  There are so many students in this class that I really need for you to go to the TAs or GA first.  However, I will be happy to help you if they can’t.  Two caveats:  First, if you email me with a question whose answer is clear in the syllabus, I may not email you back.  Second, if you email me with informality inappropriate for a conversation with a professor, I will not email you back.  

Class Format and Requirements:

Students will be evaluated by exams.  There will be five exams.  In order to determine your final grade in the class, I will average the four highest grades you received on the exams.  In other words, your lowest grade will be dropped.  However, your grade on exam 5 will not be dropped if it is more than two full grades below your average on the first four exams.  This is to keep students from skipping the last few weeks of classes.

Students are required to obtain nine (9) experimental credits (see below – Participating in experiments) by either participating in experiments conducted by the SUNY Buffalo Psychology department, or completing an equivalent assignment (see below – Alternative Assignment).

Attending Class:

Class attendance is not required but is strongly encouraged.  Material that is covered in the lectures, but not in the textbook will be on the exams.  In addition, material covered in the text will frequently be elaborated on and explained in class.  Information that is in the text, but not mentioned in class will not be on the exams.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lecture notes can be found along with the text.  The notes are only an approximation of what will be covered in class.  I may not cover everything on the notes.  I may also cover material that is not on the notes.  You are responsible for everything covered in class whether it is on the notes or not.  In addition, the material on the notes will always be incomplete.  The best strategy is to print out the notes before class, bring them to class, and then write additional notes on top of them.  Studying the notes without coming to class will be like trying to put together a puzzle with only half of the pieces.  Because the notes are accessible to all, I will not slow down the lecture to give you time to write things down that are on the notes.  I assume that you have access to them.

Disrespectful behavior will not be permitted in class.  You are not required to attend lecture. Therefore, if you need to nap or have a conversation with a friend or read the paper or study for another class or talk on your cell phone or listen to your ipod don’t come to class.  If I feel that your behavior is disrespectful to me or to the other students in class, I will ask you to leave the class.  Before you come into my classroom, turn off your cell phones and pagers and take off your headphones.  If I hear your cell phone ring in my class, I will ask you to leave the class.

Textbook readings:

The best strategy will be to complete the assigned reading before the class lecture on that topic. 

Testing and grading procedures:

Five exams will be given in class (see below – Tentative Class Schedule).  The exams will contain all multiple-choice questions.  Your final grade will be the average of your four highest exam grades.  For example, if you receive exam grades of 55%, 85%, 89%, 92%, and 100%, I will drop the 55% and average the other four exams for your final grade.  The only exception to that rule is that your final exam will not be dropped if it is more than two full grades lower than the average of your other exams.  There will be no final exam.  

Exam grades will be posted approximately one week after the exam in class.  Exams will not be handed back, instead students may go over their exams during the TA’s office hours or by appointment with a TA.  You have 2 weeks after grades are posted to look over each exam.

In the event that you cannot take one of the exams, for whatever reason, you have three options.  First, if you miss just one exam you have the option of not making up the exam and having that be the grade that is dropped (except for Exam 5).  Second, you can take a makeup exam during the next scheduled exam time.  Because the exams are short, you will be able to take two exams during the allotted time.  For example, if you miss exam #2, you can take a makeup exam #2 after you finish exam #3 on 10/25.  Third, you can take a makeup during final exam week.  Since we will not have a final exam, the time allotted for our final will be used for makeup exams.  If you miss an exam you must email Megan (the GA) within one week of the missed exam to schedule a makeup exam.  In that email tell Megan your name, your student number, the exam you missed, and whether you will be taking the makeup after the next exam or during finals week.  If you do not email Megan within one week of missing the exam, you will not be allowed to retake it and will receive a failing grade on that exam.  The makeup exam will not be multiple-choice.  It will consist of definition and short-answer questions.   
During the exam: 
You may not bring any person with you to the exam who is not a registered student in the course.  You may not use any electronic device during the exams (e.g. ipods, phones). You may not use a dictionary.  

You must bring a photo ID card and your student number to each exam.  Students who do not have this information will not be allowed to take the exam. 

You must begin the exam at the scheduled time.  No student will be permitted to start the exam after the first person has finished. 
a. Place all materials under your seat, out of view of yourself and other students. 
b. Keep exams flat on the table, except to turn pages. Do not hold exams up in front of you. 
c. Make sure any notations on the exam are too small to be seen by a fellow student.
d.  Do not speak to any other students once we have begun passing out exams
Any violation of the above rules is considered cheating and could result in a grade of “0” on the exam.
Hand in both the answer sheet and exam booklet as you leave the room. Make certain you have your ID card ready to show the proctors as you hand in the exam.
Class Grade Distribution:

Your grade will be calculated by averaging your four highest exam scores.  I will use the following scale to assign letter grades:

Scores of:

	93 and above = A
90-92 = A-
87-89 = B+
	
83-86 = B
80-82 = B-

	
77-79 = C+
73-76 = C

	
70-72 = C-
67-69 = D+

	
60-66 = D
59 and below = F



Individual exam grades may be curved.  A curve may also be applied to the course grade distribution AFTER all the exams are taken when the lowest score for each student is dropped.  A curve will never be used to lower student's grades.  I would be thrilled if everyone got an A. 
Requirement for Participation in Experiments:

Students are ALSO required to earn experimental credits by either participating in experiments conducted in the Department of Psychology at UB, or completing an equivalent assignment.  Typically, participation in one psychology experiment provides the student with 1 experimental credit and so most students will need to participate in 9 psychology experiments in order to satisfy this requirement, or complete 9 equivalent requirements (see below).  

Experiments will begin the third week of the semester.  Jennifer Valenti (valenti8@buffalo.edu) coordinates and directs student participation in experiments and all questions concerning participation in an experiment should be directed to her.  She will stop by the lecture sometime during the first week to provide more information on the requirement.

The alternative to participating in an experiment:

If you choose not to participate in experiments, or if for any reason you do not obtain 9 experimental credits by participating in psychology department experiments, then you will need to complete the following assignment(s) to fulfill the experimental credit requirement.  This assignment is due by the last day of classes (12/7/10).  You can hand it in during our class, put it in my mailbox in the main psychology department office on the second floor of Park Hall, or slip it under my office door by 5pm on the 7th of December.  Late papers will not be accepted for any reason.  You have all semester to complete this assignment.  
Papers must be printed out and handed in.  I will not accept email attachments or other electronic version.
Information on participation in experiments and the alternate assignment can be found at:
http://www.psychology.buffalo.edu/resources/dept/rpg/
Incomplete Grade
A grade of “I” (incomplete) can only be given in those cases in which class work has not been completed due to documented reasons.  University policy prohibits me from giving an “I” for failing grades.  Exam grades will be used to determine if you are “failing the class” at the time you request the incomplete.  
If you are having serious, documentable problems (i.e. a death in your immediate family, serious illness) that are keeping you from completing the course properly, come to see me as soon as the issues arise to discuss an incomplete.  I cannot grant you an incomplete late in the semester.  In other words, if you come to me near the end of the semester and say that you did not complete the assignments or did not do as well as you would like because of personal issues, I will be unable to grant an incomplete.  You need to come see me as soon as problems arise and demonstrate that you will not be able to complete upcoming assignment because of personal issues.  I cannot and will not give an incomplete retroactively so please do not ask.   
Extra Credit:
You can do up to three (3) extra experiments or alternate assignments.  Each extra will add one point to your final average.  Doing all three extra will raise your grade to the next level.  For example, a B will become a B+ (unless you are failing the class with an average below a 55).  
There will also be opportunities to earn extra credit on particular exams for attending class on particular dates, being in class on time, and/or answering extra questions.
Do not ask me for additional extra credit opportunities or to assign you a grade based on any criteria other than that established in this syllabus.  
Academic Dishonesty:
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  This includes cheating during exams and plagiarism in written work.  Please review the Undergraduate Handbook for a description of the university policies and procedures for cases of academic dishonesty and the Student Conduct Rules for examples of academic dishonesty.  Students suspected of an infringement will first meet with their instructor for a review of the situation.  Cases may also be forwarded to the university Judiciary review in accordance with the procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.  Academic dishonesty may be punished by expulsion from the University. 
Notice for students with disabilities:
If you have a disability (physical or psychological) and require reasonable accommodations to enable you to participate in this course, such as note-takers, readers, or extended time on exams and assignments, please contact the Accessibility Resource Office, and also me during the first two weeks of class. That office will provide you with information and review appropriate arrangements for reasonable accommodations. 
 

An Interesting Psychological Finding:
Some psychologists are interested in studying love and trying to understand what makes love get stronger or die out.  Those researchers have found that, as the old saying goes, absence makes the heart grow fonder.  In other words, not being able to see the person you love very much increases desire and love for them. 
Tentative Class Schedule:
	Date
	Topic

	8/27
	Into/History

	8/29
	Methods

	9/3
	The Brain

	9/10
	Sensation and Perception

	9/12
	Thought and Language

	9/17
	Exam 1

	9/19
	Consciousness

	9/24
	Learning

	9/26
	Memory

	10/1
	Motivation

	10/3
	Exam 2

	10/8
	Emotion

	10/10
	Developmental

	10/15
	Developmental

	10/17
	Intelligence

	10/22
	Exam 3

	10/24
	Personality

	10/29
	Personality

	10/31
	Disorders

	11/5
	Disorders

	11/7
	Treatment

	11/12
	Exam 4

	11/14
	Health and well-being

	11/19
	Health and well-being

	11/21
	Social

	11/26
	Social

	12/3
	Social

	12/5
	Exam 5


Psychology 101 is a controlled enrollment course [CEC]: Enrollment in a controlled enrollment course [CEC] is restricted by the available student positions, and self-registration for a CEC in any Fall or Spring semesters is available only to students taking that course for the first time. Repeat enrollment may be difficult or impossible in a Fall or Spring semester; a student seeking to repeat a CEC should plan to register for and do this in a UB summer session. Repeat enrollment is enrollment by a student who previously enrolled in the course at UB or transferred an equivalent course to UB and for which course the student has a grade of ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’, ‘D’, ‘F’ or qualified value thereof [e.g., ‘A-’, ‘D+’], or a grade of ‘P’, ‘S’, ‘U’, ‘I’, ‘J’, ‘N’, or ‘R’. A student may self-register to repeat a CEC in a Fall or Spring term only if the student’s grade of record for the previous enrollment is ‘W’, i.e., administrative withdrawal. Students may petition for enrollment in such a designated spring course by the third week of the preceding fall semester, and in a fall course by the third week of the preceding spring semester.
