  LAI 520 – INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL EDUCATION
FALL 2013 SYLLABUS
 THURSDAYS 4:10-6:50pm
12A Baldy

Dr. Sarah A. Robert
Department of Learning and Instruction
Office hours:  Friday 12:30-2:30pm or by appointment
srobert2@buffalo.edu
514 Baldy Hall

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Introduction to Social Education (LAI 520) is designed to be an academic study of the origins, purposes, and contemporary concerns of the field of social education in the United States. There are three goals of LAI 520. First, you will be introduced to the history of the Social Studies. Second, you will immerse yourself in the contemporary state of the field through reading, writing, engaging in a Historical Inquiry Project, and critical thinking. The third goal is that as you immerse yourself you examine current and on-going themes, issues, questions, and concerns including: global competence, democracy, citizenship, social action, dialogue, multiculturalism, historical thinking, and multiple perspectives. We will explore all of these issues or themes in relation to our practice as educators, in relation to our students’ learning, and the more general work of educating youth in a complex local, national, and global society.

The intent of the course is less to tell you what to do (practice or methods oriented) than to prompt you to ask questions of yourself (and others) in relation to the issues explored, for example: What am I doing about global competence? What are others doing about global competence? Why? With what effects? For whom? So what? This class may serve as a starting point for reflecting on your position as an educator in a classroom, school, community, nation, historical moment, etc.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

· To read and critically discuss the history of the field
· To analyze the contemporary state of social education 
· To develop thoughtful, active, and critical analyses of teaching and learning in social education 
· To develop a complex understanding of the role of social studies in US education and to reflect on one’s role as a social studies educator

REQUIRED BOOKS
Levstik, L., & Barton, K. (2011).  Doing History: Investigating with children in elementary and middle schools, 4th Edition. New York: Routledge.
Parker, W. (2010). Social studies today: Research and practice. New York: Routledge.

BOOKS PROVIDED BY PROFESSOR
Hemming, H., & Hemming Savage, J. (2009). Women Making America. Clotho Press.
Zinn, H., & Arnove, A. (2009).  Voices of a People’s History of the United States, Second Edition. New York: Seven Stories Press.

REQUIRED ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS
Aron, S. (2008). Returning the West to the world. In Reichard, G. W., and Dickson, T. (Eds.). America on the World Stage: A Global Approach to U.S. History. Chicago, IL: University of Illinois Press. 85-105.
Hess, D. (2002). Discussing Controversial Public Issues in Secondary Social Studies Classrooms: Learning from Skilled Teachers. Theory and Research in Social Education, 30(1), 10-41.
Hirsch, ED. (1988). Chapter 6: The Practical Outlook. In ED Hirsch, Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know (pp.134-145). New York: Random House.
Hirsch, ED. (1988).The List. In ED Hirsch, Cultural Literacy: What Every American
             Needs to Know (pp.152-156). New York: Random House. 
Lemming, J. S., Ellington, L., & Shug, M. (2006). The state of social studies. Social Education, 70(5), 322-327.
Lybarger, M. (1983).  Origins of the modern social studies: 1900-1916. History of Education Quarterly 23 (4):  455-68.
Marcus, A., Metzger, S., Paxton, R., & Stoddard, J. (2010). Using film to teach about contemporary controversial issues. In Teaching history with film: Strategies for secondary social studies. Pp. 113-134. New York: Routledge.
McQuillan, P. J. (2005). Possibilities and pitfalls: A comparative analysis of student empowerment. American Educational Research Journal, 42(4), 639-670.
Nash, G.B., Crabtree, C. &  Ross, R.E. (2000). History on trial: Culture wars and the teaching of the past. New York, NY: Vintage Books.
The social studies and secondary education. (1916). From M.R. Nelson (Ed.) The social studies and secondary education: A reprint of the seminal 1916 report with annotations and commentaries. Accessed via ERIC on August 31, 2009, document number ED374072.
Sensoy, Ö., & Marshall, E. (2009-2010). “Save the Muslim girl!”. Rethinking Schools, 24(2). Accessed online at http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/24_02/24_02_muslim.shtml on May 18, 2012.
Sinke, S. (2008). Crossing national borders: Locating the United States in migration history. In Reichard, G. W., and Dickson, T. (Eds.). America on the World Stage: A Global Approach to U.S. History. Chicago, IL: University of Illinois Press. 169-187.
Steinberg, S. & Bar-on, D. (2009). The other side of the story: Israeli and Palestinian teachers write a history textbook together. Harvard Educational Review, 79(1), 104-112. 
Tannen, D. (1999). The argument culture: Moving from debate to dialogue. New York, NY: Random House.
Ukpokodu, N. (1999). Multiculturalism vs. globalism. Social Education, 63(5), 298-300.
Yonamine, M. (2010). The other internment: Teaching the hidden story of Japanese Latin Americans during WWII. Rethinking Schools, 25(1). Accessed online at: http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/25_01/25_01_yonamine2.shtml on May 18, 2012.

REQUIRED COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/EVALUATION
People’s History Presentation					10 points possible
4 Reading Reflection Papers					40 points possible
Historical Inquiry Project					50 points possible	

								100 points possible

· People’s History Presentation (10 points) (DUE see sign-up sheet)
We will begin each class with an activity based upon what you learned from reading a chapter in either: Women Making History or Voices of a People’s History of the United States. Students will sign up the first class. Each student will present her/his topic individually for 10 minutes. In addition to conveying information and facts about your chosen content, the class will benefit from creative activities that require class participation. I will model this the first day of class.
· 4 Reading Reflection Papers (40 points total) (1st paper is due from ALL students Thursday, September 12.  Students choose when to hand in the remaining 3 papers.  The final paper must be handed in on December 5. All papers are due at the end of the class in which we are discussing those readings.)
You will read a large variety of books and professional articles during this course. You are expected to write a 250-500 word reflection that reacts to the week’s readings and poses at least one critical question regarding the reading. Additionally, you are completing readings that you “could” use in the 7-12 social studies classroom. Part of your paper can be dedicated to situating the reading into the NYS social studies curriculum (what class/grade) and how you might use the reading (Would you assign it to your students? Would you find a primary source related to the topic for students to read? How would you teach the readings or bring them to life?) Your reflection will give you an opportunity to demonstrate that you have completed the readings, have understood and engaged in thinking about ideas within the material, and have thoughts or questions you are prepared to share in class. The primary goal of such papers is to increase critical thinking about the material in preparation for in-class dialogue.

If your work is not satisfactory, I will let you know and try to help you improve. I will mark reactions [-, ~, +] to indicate unsatisfactory, satisfactory, and better than satisfactory. Credit for reactions will be earned in the following ways:  

CONTENT — I expect that you will demonstrate that you have engaged with the articles and books assigned. You do not need to write about every idea presented in a week’s readings. I would prefer that you genuinely react to one or a few ideas that sincerely interest you. I want to see you grapple with the theoretical and practical issues as discussed by the author(s). You may want to consider ending your reaction with one or more questions that you would be willing to raise for class discussion. Writing a summary of an article with quotes from the author(s) is not acceptable.  Note that raising questions in your reaction but not in class may help you but does little to contribute to the class experience as a whole. So, please share your questions and thoughts during class discussions.

FORM AND LENGTH — A typical reaction to the weekly readings will consist of 1-2 pages (250-500 words), single-spaced, 12-point, Times New Roman. Please put your name, the titles of the readings in APA format, and date at the top of the page to the right margin. I will not accept hand written responses.

30 points total — Reactions completed on time and meeting basic expectations for content, form, and length.  
35 points total — Reactions completed on time and somewhat or sometimes exceeding basic expectations for content, form, and length.
40 points total — Reactions convey high distinction, completed on time and consistently exceeds basic expectations for content, form and length.

· Historical Inquiry Project (50 points) (DUE Dec. 5 & Interview DUE 10/3)
Handout to be reviewed in class September 12.






Tentative Course Schedule
***A syllabus is a working document.  The readings and weekly assignments may change as our group’s learning objectives change. Any changes will be announced in class and via email.
	DATE
	THEME OR ISSUE
	READ & REVIEW
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	8/29
	Introduction and overview
	
	Syllabus
Model People’s History Presentation


	9/5
	Rosh Hashanah
	NO CLASS
	Watch film: History Boys

Questions to consider: 
*What is history education as depicted in the film?
*Which teacher facilitates learning history the way you a) prefer to learn and b) hope to teach? Why?
*What other themes or issues are woven into the film that can be / are tackled in social studies?
*What contextual similarities and differences are there between the film setting and WNY that might impact teaching?
What other movies have you seen that depict history teachers? Do any of them represent the profession as you understand it to be at present?
What if any didactic materials should be used in conjunction

Please post at least 1 response to one of the questions on the Twitter feed for the course #lai520

	9/12
	Historical Inquiry
& History / Origins of Social Education
	Levstik & Barton (2011) Ch. 1-2

Committee on the social studies (1916) (SKIM)

Lybarger (1983)

Silverman, Yin, & Patterson (2012) (Zombie Cities) (p. 1-4, graphs 8-10)

	Fieldtrip! The Buffalo History Museum (1 Museum Court, Buffalo, 14216)

We will review the details of the Historical Inquiry Project together after visiting the museum.

DUE: all students must hand in a reading reflection paper

	9/19
	Historical Inquiry
& History / Origins of Social Education
	Parker (2010) Ch. 2 & 3

Levstik & Barton (2011) Ch. 3-6

Article share 
	Article share: Read and bring to class one article about our course concept or your inquiry project

First People’s History presentation

Develop Interview Protocol in class?

	9/26
	Status of Social Education
	Parker (2010) Ch. 1, 4, & 5
Nash, Crabtree, and Dunn (1997)
Leming, Ellington, and Schug  (2006)
Hirsch, Chapter 6 (1988)

	


	10/3
	Subject matters in social education
	Parker (2010) Ch. 11-16


	DUE: Post Transcribed Interview on wiki by midnight 10/3?


	10/10
	Historical Inquiry Project
	Read 4 of your classmate’s Interviews 

	TBD

	10/17
	Historical Inquiry Project
	Levstik & Barton (2011) Ch. 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 

	

	10/24
	Perspective matters in Social Education

	Parker (2010) Ch. 7-10
Sensoy & Marshall (2009-2010)
Yonamine (2010)

	Review Milton Rogovin’s photography of Buffalonians

	10/31
	Dialogue, Discussion, & Democracy 
	Hess (Ch. 21 in Parker book)
Steinberg and Bar-on (2009)
Tannen (1999)
McQuillan (2005)

	


	11/7
	Globalization & Multiculturalism
	Parker (2010) Ch. 17, 18, & 20
Ukpokodu (1999)

	Find data on immigration waves to Buffalo (old and contemporary)


	11/14
	History & Curriculum in Global Context
	Parker (2010) Ch. 19
Aron (2008)
Sinke (2008)

	Movie Screening: Precious Knowledge

	11/21
	Controversial Issues & Critical Media Analysis 

	Hess (2002)
Marcus (2010) 
“Clouds of Glory: Can Great cinema be good history?” The Economist. January 20, 1990

Watch film (TBA)
	
FORMAL COURSE EVALUATIONS

	11/28
	FALL RECESS 
	NO CLASS
	

	12/5
	Historical Inquiry Project Presentations

	
	

	12/12
Exam Week
	
	
	DUE: Historical Inquiry Projects



HAVE A GREAT WINTER BREAK!

COURSE POLICIES:
ATTENDANCE 
You are expected to attend all sessions, arrive on time, and stay until the end of class. If you arrive late and leave early, time of arrival or departure will be documented and might affect your final grade. For each unexcused absence (and each excused absence after the first excused absence), you will be expected to complete a written assignment to make up for the missed class. If you fail to complete the assignment, five (5) points will be subtracted from your final grade. If you are ill or have an emergency, please notify me either by telephone or email before class begins. Excused absences include: you or a family member is ill; there is a death of a special loved one (family member or friend); you or a family member or special friend is involved in an accident of some sort; you have professional obligations such as "open house," "parent/teacher conferences"; etc. 

ACTIVE CLASS PARTICIPATION
To fully participate, you must read the assigned articles, chapters, and books before each class session and before your online discussion post each week. In addition, bring all of your work (e. g., relevant discussion notes, material read, etc.) to each class session. This class is based on reading as an experience and not the acquisition of facts. You are expected to actively participate in a constructive manner in all class activities and discussions. The success of the course depends heavily on what and how you contribute. Therefore, to do so effectively everyone is expected to complete all assigned readings. I define active class participation as: (1) providing evidence that you have read assigned readings; (2) engaging in thoughtful, reflective, and creative responses to the assigned readings; (3) participating in oral and written activities; (4) providing evidence that you are listening to the ideas of others; (5) volunteering to talk in whole class and small group discussions; (6) working well in small groups, including out of class group assignments; (7) raising your own questions as an individual; and (8) specifically, being an inquisitive and dynamic learner. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Academic integrity is expected at all times. It is your responsibility to seek explanations concerning issues of academic integrity. Penalties for dishonesty range from failure on an assignment, to failure of the course, to dismissal from the university.  Review the UB Web site that detail plagiarism and academic integrity, particularly if you are uncertain about the terms:  http://www.grad.buffalo.edu/policies/academicintegrity.php   

ON INCLUSION 
I wish to fully include all students in this course.  Please let me know if you need any special accommodations in the curriculum, instruction, or assessment procedures in order to enable you to participate fully.  This institution abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which mandates academic adjustments, which are commonly called reasonable accommodations, be provided for students with documented disabilities.  If you have a disability and may require some type of instructional and/or examination accommodation, please contact me early in the semester so that I can provide or facilitate in providing accommodations you may need.  If you have not already done so, you will need to contact the Disability Services office, the designated office on campus to provide services for students with disabilities.  The office is located at 25 Capen Hall and the telephone number is (716) 645-2608.

ASSIGNMENTS 
Late assignments will result in lower grades. Assignments are due in class on the day that they are due. There will be no exceptions. 

INCOMPLETES
Incompletes do not exist in this course unless you have mitigating circumstances. An "I" is defined as the inability to complete assignment(s) during the final phase of the course. If you have mitigating circumstances, an "I" will be submitted; otherwise the grade earned will be submitted. 

LAPTOPS 
No laptops can be used during class time unless I ask you to use them for a specific activity during class. If you have a disability and may require some type of instructional and/or examination accommodation, please contact me early in the semester so that I can provide or facilitate in providing accommodations you may need. If you have not already done so, you will need to contact the Disability Services office, the designated office on campus to provide services for students with disabilities. The office is located at 25 Capen Hall and the telephone number is (716) 645-2608.

CELL PHONES
If you own a cell phone, please turn it off during class time unless I ask you to use them for a specific activity during class. If there is a possibility that you might have an emergency and you need to have your cell phone turned on vibrate or meeting, please inform me before class begins.  

COURSE EVALUATION
A = 	High Distinction work that meets all criteria outlined above and shows exceptional merit, creativity, and extraordinary effort (93 - 100 points)
A- = 	Excellent work that meets all criteria and shows merit, creativity, and effort (90 - 92 points)
B+ = 	Great work that meets all criteria and shows much effort (87 - 89 points)
B = 	Good work that meets all criteria and shows effort (83 - 86 points)
B- = 	Satisfactory work that meets all criteria (80 - 82 points)
C = 	Adequate work which meets all criteria (70 - 79%)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ds and Fs will be submitted when course criteria are not met and points start at 69 and below.
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