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ENG 101 Syllabus- 4

                                                     ENGLISH  101, SecTION P6
TR 11:00AM - 12:20PM, Baldy 117
FALL 2012
One should not avoid one’s tests, although they are perhaps the most dangerous game one could play and are in the end tests which are taken before ourselves and before no other judge.


--Nietzsche Beyond Good and Evil
	Instructor:
	Kristina Marie Darling

	Office:
	434 Clemens Hall

	E-Mail:
	kmdarlin@buffalo.edu

	Office Hours:
	Wednesdays 9:00AM - 12:00PM 

	Mailbox:
	Located outside the English Graduate Office, Clemens 302


Course Description

First semester of the General Education Writing Skills Requirement for students required to take both ENG 101 and ENG 201. Practice in developing essays with variable emphases on purpose, subject, audience, and persuasion; in constructing mature sentences and paragraphs; and in revising. Introduces documenting and writing from sources. Twenty pages of graded, revised writing, excluding first drafts, exercises, and quizzes. Students may not receive credit for both ENG 101 and ESL 407. This course is a controlled enrollment (impacted) course. Students who have previously attempted the course and received a grade other than W may repeat the course in the summer or only in the fall or spring semester with a petition to the College of Arts and Sciences Deans' Office.
Texts (Available in the Campus Store)
· They Say, I Say:  The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, Second Edition (New York:  W. W. Norton, 2009).
· Online Writing Guide:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
· Links to all other required course materials are provided on the syllabus.

Supplies:

· Any good dictionary.  If you do not currently own one, this is a good time to invest in one.  There are many available in the bookstore.  (I recommend Webster’s or American Heritage.)

· A full-sized notebook for writing assignments in class.  OR, a 3 ring binder with looseleaf paper.

· A sturdy folder in which you keep all your work for the class AND a disk on which you save all your writing (including multiple drafts).

· A pocket folder in which you put the cover letter, drafts and final version of each assignment when you hand it in.

Note:
Save all the writing you do during the semester.  You can clear your files in December.  Until then, you never know what may prove to be useful during a revision.  If you compose and revise on a computer, periodically print out (or save on disk) versions of your draft so that you have a record of its process.  Keep a copy for yourself (either on disk or a hard copy) of all major assignments handed in to me.  In addition, keep all drafts on which you have received comments from me or your classmates.

Library Skills:

Beginning in Fall 2011, students will be required to complete the Library Skills Workbook within the first year of their arrival. Students in English 102 and 201 will be required to complete the Workbook in conjunction with their units on research writing. The Workbook is accessible through UBLearns, but students would be best advised to visit the Library's page to look for updates and additional information before beginning (http://library.buffalo.edu/libraries/gethelp/libraryskillsworkbook). Many composition sections meet directly with the librarian who is a direct liaison to the Composition Program, Laura Taddeo, but she would like to let it be known that she is happy to address questions and grant assistance at any point during the semester to anyone in our courses. She can be reached at 645-7970, ltaddeo@buffalo.edu, or room 522 of Lockwood Library.

Course Requirements and Grading Policy
This is a workshop course in writing in which class activities are essential to your development as a writer; in class activities will include discussion, debate, written and oral responses, freewriting, peer review, and paper workshops (critiquing and editing of your workgroup's papers). The success of the course, and your successful performance in it, depends upon your participation and contributions, both spoken and written.

UB uses a lettered grading policy, A ‑ F, including + and ‑ grades. Your final grade will be calculated according to the following breakdown:

An incomplete grade may only be given to students who have (1) fulfilled the attendance requirement for the course and (2) completed all but one of the written assignments.

Engagement: 10%

Participation begins with attendance. Both absences and tardiness will affect this portion of your grade. You are allowed three absences without penalty. A fourth absence will result in the reduction of this portion of your grade by a full letter grade. A fifth absence will result in the reduction of your final grade by a full letter grade. A sixth absence can result in a failing grade for the course.  Although the advice "Better late than never" should be heeded (you will learn by being present), arrival in class more than 15 minutes after it begins will be considered an absence.

You are responsible for contacting me or a fellow class member if you miss a class, and you are expected to be fully prepared for the next class session. I know that sickness happens, accidents happen, bad weather happens, computer problems happen, over‑sleeping happens, family crises happen, the bus never comes ... that's what the three excused absences are for. Save them for these kinds of emergencies.

Your engagement grade will also reflect the quality and thoughtfulness of your contributions in class, respect shown to class members, your attitude and role in small group exercises, and evidence given of completion of reading assignments. Preparation for, attitude toward, and involvement in our individual conferences count here, too.

Please note that many in‑class writing exercises assume (and depend upon) your having read the assigned material. Review your syllabus frequently, and plan your workload accordingly.

Major Assignments: 70%

Ethnography Assignment:  15% 
Magazine Article Assignment:  15%

Academic Paper:  20%

Webzine Assignment:  10%
Revision Assignment:  10%

Online/Informal Writing: 20%

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the date due. Late essays are subject to having their final grade reduced (typically 1/3 grade for each day late). Don't test me on this. And don't make it a habit. Absence from class on the date due does not excuse the lateness of your assignment. Allow plenty of time for printing your essay in the computer lab, and/or keep an extra printer ribbon/ink cartridge handy at home.

All essays handed in to me are to be typed/word‑processed. Use a reasonable font (usually 12 pt.), double‑spaced, with 1 inch margins. Each essay to be graded will be accompanied by a cover letter, minimum one page, detailing your writing process for that particular piece and the essay's evolution, along with your assessment of the successful and less successful aspects of the essay. I will not grade essays that are hand‑written or lack a cover letter, and the assignment will accrue late penalties until it satisfies this requirement.

Essays will be evaluated for: quality (including technical and mechanical elements); command of voice, tone, and a sense of audience; the degree to which they satisfy the given assignment; and the development they demonstrate from earlier efforts or original drafts.

Major assignments will be graded using the A ‑ F scale. At times, I may assign you a grade of R, requesting a revision of the piece before I formally grade it. You always have the right to revise your assignment for a higher grade, and you may revise it as many times as you like, but I strongly encourage you to meet with me to discuss the nature of the revisions you will make. All revisions of essays for a higher grade (accompanied by the original graded essay) are due to me no later than Tuesday, November 18. We will use the two weeks of class to workshop essays and to develop writing portfolios.  The writing portfolio will include three final revisions of earlier essays.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is using another person's words and ideas as though they were your own. It is easy to avoid plagiarism: simply put the material you have taken from someone else's writing in quotation marks and cite the person's name and publication in your paper. Plagiarism is a serious offense which can result in expulsion from the University. A paper which contains any plagiarized material at all will receive an F; two such plagiarized papers will result in the student receiving an F for the course. (Note: plagiarism is not restricted to the use of published work; the passing of another student's work as your own is also a case of plagiarism.)

Course Repeat Policy: Please be advised that English 101, 102, and 201 have been designated as 'limited enrollment' courses. Self-registration in these courses in the Fall and Spring semesters will be limited to those students who are taking the course for the first time; repeat enrollments during Spring and Fall will not be allowed. Students who plan to repeat one of these courses for any reason should plan to register for the course during one of the summer sessions. Repeat enrollment refers to registration by a student who was previously enrolled in the course at UB, or who transferred an equivalent course to UB, and who received a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F and qualified values thereof (e.g., A-, D+) or a grade of P, S, U, I, J, N or R. The only case in which a student may self-register for a repeated course is when the student has taken an Administrative Withdrawal for an entire previous semester, so that all the grades for that semester were registered as W.

Course Schedule

	DATE
	ACTIVITIES/ASSIGNMENTS

	T   Aug 28
	 Introduction to the Course
Introduction to the Syllabus
Icebreaker Activity:  Scavenger Hunt
Freewrite
Small Group Assignment

Class Discussion


Homework:  Read "Look Who's Talking" (Available at this link:  http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/7.01/amish_pr.html) 


	R   Aug 30
	Introduction to Assignment 1:  Ethnography
Freewrite in Response to the Assigned Reading
Small Group Discussion of Freewrite Responses
Class Discussion of the Assigned Readings

Introduction to Ethnography as a Genre through Sample Ethnographical Writings (to be distributed in class)
Small Group Workshop of Sample Ethnographical Writings
Class Presentation of Small Group Work
 
Homework:  Bring in a 300 word description of your topic for the Ethnography Assignment, along with five different quotes from primary materials.  
Read:  They Say/I Say - "So What? Who Cares"
(Sat., Sept 1: Last day to drop by 11:59 PM)

	T   Sept 4
	Topics and Sources for Ethnographical Writing

Freewrite in Response to the Assigned Reading
Class Discussion of the Assigned Reading

Small Group Workshop of Paper Topics
Small Group Workshop on Responding to Quotes

Homework:  Read "Facebook, Twitter, and Social Activism" http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/10/04/101004fa_fact_gladwell

(Last day to add by 11:59 PM)

	R   Sept 6
	Sources for Ethnographical Writing (Continued)

Freewrite in Response to the Assigned Reading
Believers and Doubters Game
Small Group Assignment: Evaluating the Use of Primary Materials in Ethnographical Writing 
Class Presentations of Small Group Work
 

	T   Sept 11
	Pre-Assignment Workshop for the Ethnography Assignment
*Bring all materials you have toward a draft to class.  Please also bring the first two pages of the assignment. Be sure to bring five copies of each item in order to receive peer feedback.*



	R   Sept 13
	 Draft One of Ethnography Assignment Due 

*Bring Four Copies of Your First Draft for In-Class Peer Review and One Additional Copy for Instructor Feedback (A Total of Five Copies)*



	T   Sept 18
	 Strategies for Revision
Class-Wide Workshop of Student Essays 
*Please contact me in advance of the class-wide workshop if you wish to participate.  Students will receive extra credit for volunteering their essays*


	R   Sept 20
	 Draft Two of Ethnography Assignment Due
*Bring Hard Copies of Both Drafts and Your Peer Review Comments for Instructor Evaluation*
Introduction to Assignment 2:  Magazine Style Article
Introduction to the Magazine Article as Literary Genre

Small Group Workshop of Sample First Paragraphs of Magazine Articles
Class Discussion and Presentation of Small Group Work

Freewrite:  Write the first paragraph of your magazine article.

Class Discussion of Freewrite Exercise

Preparation for Conference Week (Assignment will be Distributed in Class)

	T   Sept 25
	 Classes Cancelled for Individual Conferences


	R   Sept 27
	Classes Cancelled for Individual Conferences
Homework for October 2nd:  Bring a 200-word description of the main claim you will be making in your magazine article.  Also bring five quotes and a 200-word description of how they relate to one another.  Remember to bring five copies of each item in order to receive peer feedback. 

	T   Oct 2
	Freewrite

In-Class Workshop of Paper Topics 
In-Class Workshop on Structure and Organization

	R   Oct 4
	 Pre-Assignment Workshop for the Magazine Article Assignment
*Bring all materials you have toward a draft to class.  Please also bring the first two pages of the assignment. Be sure to bring five copies of each item in order to receive peer feedback.*



	T   Oct 9
	 Draft One of Magazine Article Assignment Due 

*Bring Four Copies of Your First Draft for In-Class Peer Review and One Additional Copy for Instructor Feedback (A Total of Five Copies)*


	R   Oct 11
	Strategies for Revision
Class-Wide Workshop of Student Essays 

*Please contact me in advance of the class-wide workshop if you wish to participate.  Students will receive extra credit for volunteering their essays*
Homework:  Read "The Age of the Essay" (Available at this link: http://paulgraham.com/essay.html)

	T   Oct 16
	 Article Assignment Due
*Bring Hard Copies of Both Drafts and Your Peer Review Comments for Instructor Evaluation*

Introduction to the Academic Essay Assignment
Freewrite in response to the assigned reading
Small group assignment
Class Presentations of Small Group Assignment

Class Discussion of the Essay As Genre

	R   Oct 18
	 Style, Audience, and Appropriateness
In-Class Workshop of Sample Academic Papers (Papers will be distributed in advance of today's class)
Homework:  Read They Say, I Say - "They Say" and "Yes / No / Okay, But"

Also bring the first two pages of your essay for an in-class workshop.  Remember to bring five copies of this item to receive peer feedback.

	T   Oct 23
	 Strategies for Persuasive Writing
In-Class Workshop on "The Main Claim"
In-Class Workshop on Topic Sentences

	R   Oct 25
	 Quotes as Evidence 

In-Class Workshop on M.L.A. Citation Style


	T   Oct 30
	 Pre-Assignment Workshop for the Magazine Article Assignment

*Bring all materials you have toward a draft to class.  Please also bring the first two pages of the assignment. Be sure to bring five copies of each item in order to receive peer feedback.*


	R   Nov 1
	 Draft One of Essay Assignment Due

*Bring Four Copies of Your First Draft for In-Class Peer Review and One Additional Copy for Instructor Feedback (A Total of Five Copies)*


	T   Nov 6
	 Classes Cancelled for Individual Conferences


	R   Nov 8
	Classes Cancelled for Individual Conferences
(F, Nov. 9: Last day to resign w/o academic penalty, by 11:00 PM) 

	T   Nov 13
	Strategies for Revision
Class-Wide Workshop of Student Essays 

*Please contact me in advance of the class-wide workshop if you wish to participate.  Students will receive extra credit for volunteering their essays*


	R   Nov 15
	 Essay Assignment Due
*Bring Hard Copies of Both Drafts and Your Peer Review Comments for Instructor Evaluation*

Introduction to the Webzine Assignment

Introduction to Webzines and Discussion of Examples

In-Class Workshop on Using Wordpress

Homework:  Read Ploughshares Innovators in Lit #10 (Available at this link:  http://blog.pshares.org/2011/10/17/innovators-in-lit-10-the-lit-pub-2/)

	T   Nov 20
	 Introduction to the Revision Project

	R   Nov 22
	THANKSGIVING RECESS

	T   Nov 27
	 *Webzine Assignment Due* 

Class Presentations of Student Work

	R   Nov 29
	 In-Class Revision Workshop

	T   Dec 4
	 In-Class Revision Workshop

	R   Dec 6
	Last Day of Class 

*Revision Project Due*

Class Presentations of Student Work


Major Assignments

Assignment 1:  Ethnography

Ethnography is a type of qualitative research aimed at exploring the cultural knowledge guiding the life of a community.  A good ethnography is grounded in direct observation of the community in question.  Through observation, the writer attempts to identify and explain social structures within that specific group.  In other words, why do people in this group behave the way that they do?  What beliefs and assumptions about the world serve as a basis for these behaviors?
Your assignment is to observe, document, and write an ethnography of an internet-based community.  This can be anything from a Facebook group to a gaming community, an online discussion forum, a fan site, a listserv, a group of related blogs, or even the "Comment" section of a popular newspaper or magazine.  You do not have to be a member of the community you choose to write about.  Simply be sure to select one that interests you, and that you would like to learn more about. 
 
A successful ethnography will answer each of the following questions:

· Explain why the community you've chosen should be considered a community in the first place.  What links the people in this group?  Do they have a common interest?  Are they all engaged in a similar activity?  Do they have comparable life circumstances?
· How large is this community?  Be sure to provide specific numbers, facts, and statistics about the size of the group.
· What social conventions govern the behavior of the group members?  Are there rules in place?  What behaviors are off-limits?  Which behaviors are acceptable/encouraged?
· What underlying beliefs/assumptions about the world are present in this community?

· Describe the relationship between the behaviors you've observed and technology.  Has technology made things possible within this community that would not otherwise be possible?  Be sure to provide a detailed explanation of your answer, and include several specific examples.
A successful ethnography can be completed in the following steps:

· Select a web-based community that interests you.  
· Spend time observing the community you've chosen.  Take careful notes, which may include direct quotations from group members, portions of blog posts, specific twitter updates, and other primary materials.  Your notes should also include your assessment of what's going on in the group.

· A successful ethnography will contain an interview with at least one member of the group.  This interview must be cited in Draft 1 and Draft 2.
· Once you've gathered your materials, start writing.  Be sure to provide plenty of background information for readers who aren't familiar with the group you've chosen.  
· A successful ethnography will cite at least two secondary sources.  Feel free to use the assigned readings to fulfill this requirement.
· If you get stuck, feel free to use the questions listed above to help structure your essay.  It might be helpful to go through them one by one, devoting a paragraph or two to each topic.

The Ethnography Assignment is considered a major assignment and is counted as 15% of the final grade.  


Length Requirement:  5 pages minimum (1250 words)

Due Date for Draft 1:  September 13th
Due Date for Draft 2:  September 25th

All students will receive a preliminary grade on Draft 1.  This grade is not the final grade.  It is merely intended to show you how much work needs to be done.  All students must complete substantial revisions using both peer review feedback and instructor feedback in order to receive a high final grade on the Ethnography Assignment.  
Assignment 2:  Magazine Article
For this assignment, you will write a magazine style article for a general audience.  Your task will be to choose one social networking website that interests you.  You will then explain what the website reveals about how contemporary Americans define community.  The choice of website is open, but it must be an interactive site.  Although Facebook fits these criteria, I would encourage you to explore other social networking sites, since much has been written about Facebook already.   
A successful article will answer the following questions:

· Start with some background information:  What is the website?  What are its most noteworthy features?  Who uses it?  

· What do people who use this site say about it?  

· What do people who don't use this site say about it?  

· Do the people who use this site constitute a community in the traditional sense of the word?  Why or why not?

· Has the location of community shifted from real, tangible places to intangible ones?  Why or why not?  

· Does the website suggest that our definition of community is expanding?  Explain your answer.

· Do these changes in how we think about community have positive consequences, negative consequences, or both?  Why?  

A successful magazine article can be completed in the following steps:


· Select a social networking website that interests you.  

· Spend time learning about the site you've chosen.  Take careful notes, which may include direct quotations from users, portions of actual posts, descriptions of how the website looks, and interview material.  

· A successful magazine article should contain an interview with at least one member of the site and one non-member of the site.  These interviews must be cited in both Draft 1 and Draft 2.
· Once you've gathered your materials, start writing.  Be sure to provide plenty of background information for readers who aren't familiar with the site you've chosen.  

· Both Draft 1 and Draft 2 should cite at least two secondary sources.  Feel free to use the assigned readings to fulfill this requirement.  
· If you get stuck, feel free to use the questions listed above to help structure your article.  It might be helpful to go through them one by one, devoting a paragraph or two to each topic.

Length Requirement:  5 pages minimum (1250 words)

Due Date for Draft 1:  October 9th
Due Date for Draft 2:  October 16th

The Magazine Article Assignment is 15% of the final grade.  All students will receive a preliminary grade on Draft 1.  This grade is not the final grade.  It is merely intended to show you how much work needs to be done.  All students must complete substantial revisions based on both peer review and instructor feedback in order to receive a high final grade on the Magazine Article Assignment.  

Assignment 3: Academic Paper
You will write an academic paper in response to one of the articles we've read so far in the course.  Your task will be to form an original, compelling argument in response to another writer's work.  You can argue that the assigned article is correct in its viewpoint, completely wrong, or anything in between.  No matter what viewpoint you're taking, the paper should address a scholarly audience.  M.L.A. Citation Style is required for both Draft 1 and Draft 2.  
A successful academic paper will answer the following questions:

· First, spend some time outlining the argument you're responding to.  What are its strengths?  Its weaknesses?
· What other arguments have been presented on your topic?  

· What is your assessment of the article you've chosen to respond to?  Is it correct, incorrect, or only partially correct?  Why?
· What examples, evidence, statistics, etc. helped you arrive at this conclusion?
· If the reader accepts your viewpoint as correct, what does he or she gain?  In other words, what are the consequences of your argument?
The Academic Paper Assignment can be completed in the following steps:
· First, read the article you've chosen carefully and find the writer's main claim.
· Compare and contrast the author's main claim with other articles we've read (as well as additional research materials you come across during the writing process).

· Based on your research, you'll come to a definite conclusion about the article you've chosen.  Once you've accomplished this, gather evidence in support of your viewpoint.
· Both Draft 1 and Draft 2 should contain quotations from the article you're responding to, as well as references to at least two other secondary sources.
· If you're stuck, feel free to use the questions listed above to structure your essay.  It might be helpful to devote a paragraph or two to each question.

Length Requirement:  7 pages minimum (1750 words)

Due Date for Draft 1:  November 1st
Due Date for Draft 2:  November 15th

The Academic Paper Assignment is 20% of the Final Grade.  All students will receive a preliminary grade on Draft 1.  This grade is not the final grade.  It is merely intended to show you how much work needs to be done.  All students must complete substantial revisions based on peer review feedback and instructor feedback in order to receive a high final grade on the Academic Paper Assignment.  

Assignment 4:  Webzine
You will have the opportunity to create an online magazine with a small group of your peers.  This webzine should be centered around a common theme, which you will decide upon with your group.  Each student will be assigned one or more tasks associated with the creation of the webzine.  These tasks include:
· Content Editor
· Advertising and Promotions 

· Webmaster
· Web Designer

· Copy Editor
· Proofreader

Your webzine should be comprised primarily of work you've done for this course.  This includes the ethnography assignment, the magazine article, and the academic paper.  You will be responsible for deciding which content you will include. You will also be required to write new content outlining how the pieces you've chosen to include relate to one another.  With that in mind, each student must complete a minimum of three pages of new writing for this assignment.  

Along with other members of your group, you will be responsible for creating the webzine and building a readership.  During class presentations, you will be required to present evidence of a readership for your webzine.  This can be demonstrated a number of ways, including counting the number of hits on your website, mentions or links included on other websites, or comments others have posted to your content.  You will receive in-class instruction for all technology-related tasks.  
The Webzine Assignment is counted as a Major Assignment and is 10% of the Final Grade.

Due Date:  November 27th (for In-Class Presentations)
Assignment 5:  Revision Project
For this assignment, you will be required to revise either your academic paper, your ethnography assignment, or your magazine article.  This must be a substantive revision, in which you modify the intended audience, purpose, or main claim of your previous assignment. You will also be required to complete a two-page cover letter, outlining the decisions you made during the revision, as well as the reasoning between each of these decisions.

Required Length:  The revision should meet the length requirements of the original assignment.  All cover letters should be a minimum of two pages.

Due Date:  December 6th


The Revision Assignment is counted as a Major Assignment and is 10% of the Final Grade.

Note:  You will be required to hand in all drafts and peer review comments associated with the assignment you've chosen to revise.
Online and Informal Writing Requirements
Participation in all in-class writing exercises is required.  If you miss one, you are responsible for obtaining the assignment from a classmate.  
You will also be required to keep an online research journal for the duration of the course.  I'd encourage you to think of this journal as a place to keep track of your ideas for larger assignments.  Prompts will be distributed each week via email.  

You can start your research journal by visiting the following link:

http://wordpress.com/

The website is free and very user-friendly.  Once you've signed up and created a blog, please be sure to let me know the URL.  This way, I can read and provide feedback on your posts.  This URL will also be included in a class blog directory, which will allow you to provide feedback to your classmates.  Please keep in mind that you will be writing for a public audience, as these blogs are freely accessible.  

Length Requirement:  200 words per blog post.

Due Date:  One new blog post is due every Monday by midnight.

