THD 103 PERFORMANCE APPRECIATION
Fall 2013 M/W 4:00-5:20 & 5:30-6:50

Instructor: Susan Anner/272 Alumni Arena  

Office hours in CFA Atrium: M 3-4 (start date TBA) and by appt.

e-mail:sanner@buffalo.edu  phone: NA (e-mail is best way to communicate)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Performance Appreciation is a course which introduces students to Theatre, Musical Theatre, and Dance performances and performers. It is one of many courses offered through various departments to meet the general education requirement in the arts for students majoring in other areas. In this course, students are required to see two live performances outside of class and to attend all classes which will include mini-lectures, discussions of assigned readings, guest lecturers, interactive exercises and video presentations. Videos will only be shown once and are not available to students outside of class unless they’re obtainable at local libraries and video stores. In most cases, they are not and in all cases it is the student’s responsibility to locate this material on their own and get notes from fellow students when a class is missed. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

At the end of the semester students will be able to:

Outcome






Method of Assessment

Identify elements of Theatre, Musical Theatre and 

Dance performances





Multiple-choice test 

Construct meaning from dramatic literature


Multiple-choice test

Cite achievements from a historical perspective


Multiple-choice test

Identify modern and contemporary Theatre, Musical Theatre

 and Dance Artists





Multiple-choice test

Critique live performances 



 
Written critique

Compare and contrast prior experiences and responses to 

acquired knowledge with classmates



Discussion board

REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to learn. You need to bring paper and pen everyday and are also required to complete any assigned reading outside of class and engage in written and interactive exercises. Class will sometimes be held in various performance spaces on campus so students will get an insider’s view of the process. Announcements and e-mails will be sent as to when and where these classes will take place.

Materials including notes and questions regarding each day’s lesson are available in Course Documents on UBLearns. It is highly recommended that you print out these documents and bring them to class to reference during the class lecture. The course syllabus and schedule is located in Course Information on UBLearns and these documents should also be printed and kept as a reference and reminder of requirements and deadlines throughout the semester.

As mentioned above, students must attend two live performances outside of class which are specified on the syllabus offered by the Theatre and Dance department this semester.  An online critique format will be available for you to submit each critique online but you must also hand in your ticket stubs attached to a piece of paper with your name in class. A 20 pt reduction will apply for students not handing in tickets with their critiques. No loose tickets will be accepted. They MUST BE STAPLED TO A PIECE OF PAPER with your  name on it.

* It is your responsibility to secure tickets from the CFA box office. The cost is $10. “Blood Wedding: may sell out because it has a short run and is in a small theatre. 

The productions you are required to see this semester are as follows:
*BLOOD WEDDING
Type: Theatre

CFA Black Box

Wed. Oct. 23 - Sat. Oct. 26 at 7:30 p.m.

Sun. Oct. 27 at 2:00p.m. 

*Critique due date: Monday October 28th
*ZODIAQUE DANCE COMPANY
Celebration 40
Type: Dance
CFA Drama Theatre

Wed. Nov. 13 - Fri. Nov.15 at 7:30 p.m. 

Sat. Nov. 16 at 7:00 p.m.  - GALA
Sun. Nov. 17 at 2 p.m.
Critique due date: Monday, November 18th
Cost $10 each. Times are listed under “current season” on website below.

http://www.theatredance.buffalo.edu/current_season/
READINGS

You must buy or rent these plays at the North campus bookstore:

The Late Henry Moss by Sam Shepard

Dead Man’s Cell Phone by Sarah Ruhl

Cost: under $10 each

These articles are available as files in Course Documents:

“Beauty and the Supercomputer” article in TCG about Julie Taymor 

“The Z True Hollywood Story” by Zach Anner

“Rock n Roll Jesus with a Cowboy Mouth” article from American Theatre

*ASSESSMENT:
2 in-class tests:  55% (#1 -25%, #2 -30%)
(10/7 & 12/9)
2 online quizzes: 10% 
(#1 due 10/14 by midnight, #2 due 11/25 by midnight)
2 in class reading quizzes 10%
(9/25 & 10/30)

2 online Discussion Boards : 5%
(#1 due 9/4 by midnight, #2 due 12/4 by midnight)
2 Critiques: 20% 

(10/28 & 11/18)
*There is no extra credit being offered this semester.
GRADING BREAKDOWN:
A: 94-100%

A-:90-93%

B+: 87-89 %

B: 85-86%

B-:83-84%

C+:81-82

C:78-80%

C-:75-77%

D+74


D:70-73




D-65-69


F: 65 or below

Grades will be posted on UBLearns at noted intervals.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Attendance will be taken throughout the semester. You are expected to attend all classes and are responsible for all material missed when you are absent. Notes and video presentations will not be available online. Missing more than 3 classes will result in a grade cut of ½  letter grade per absence.

OTHER POLICIES

The last day to drop or add a course is September 3rd. Incomplete grades are only given in the case of a documented medical issues. A grade of incomplete (“I”) indicates that additional course work is required to fulfill the requirements of a given course. Students may only be given an “I” grade if they have a passing average in coursework that has been completed and have well-defined parameters to complete the course requirements that could result in a grade better than the default grade. An “I” grade may not be assigned to a student who did not attend the course.

University policy concerning Academic Integrity is available using this link: http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/integrity.shtml
CLASS RULES:

1. Arrive on time and stay for the entire class. If you need to leave class early for any reason, you must notify the instructor at the beginning of class. Leaving class early without prior permission or coming in late will count as an absence. 

2. No talking during lectures or video presentations, sleeping, eating, or otherwise distracting or rude behavior will be tolerated.

3. No electronic devices are to be used in class. This includes cell phones, Iphones, Ipods, Ipads, etc. These should not be on your desk or in your hands during class. Laptops can NOT be used in class.

4. You are responsible for checking your UB e-mail and UBLearns on a regular basis. This is a class of 100 with no TA so if there are any grade posting errors, you must address them by dates noted on UBLearns.

COMMUNICATION WITH INSTRUCTOR

You may e-mail me at sanner@buffalo.edu. I only answer e-mails that have a clearly stated subject. You do not need to e-mail me if you won’t be in class because you will simply be marked absent that day and are responsible for getting the notes from someone who was in class on that day. Prepare for this by making a friend early in the semester. Look at your syllabus before sending me an e-mail as you may find the answer there. Do not write me asking where or how to get tickets for performances. They are available at the CFA box office. I will announce the schedule of performances from time to time in class but the dates are on this syllabus and on the website (also on this syllabus)!  Please be respectful as this is a not an informal communication with a friend but a written correspondence with your instructor concerning important matters about the course that you could not figure out on your own.

DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE & DANCE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT:
Training and study in Theatre and Dance occasionally involves material that can be personally disturbing, even offensive. This includes issues of gender, race, sexuality, religion, and various moral concerns. Trust is an essential aspect of all learning environments, especially environments requiring experiential modes of instruction. If anything occurs that you feel is inappropriate or compromises trust, please feel free to discuss these feelings with your instructor, the department chair, or any faculty member with whom you feel comfortable.

NOTE:

If you have a diagnosed disability which will make it difficult for you to carry out the course work as outlined, or requires accommodations, please advise me during the first two weeks of school so I can make reasonable accommodations.
