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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

7 continents; 7 seas; 7 Wonders of the Ancient World; 7 Hills; Septuagint; 7 Sages; 7 Pillars of Wisdom; 7 Deadly Sins; 7 Against Thebes; 7 Liberal Arts . . . . Actually, this course will ignore the world of numerology almost entirely--like other sections of UGC 111, ours will examine the major civilizations that developed around the world between prehistoric times and 1500 CE. As often as possible we will use literary/artistic products and archaeological remains as our windows into these past cultures. Along the way we will try not only to define the distinguishing features of the major civilizations, but also to assess the accuracy of the various generalizations on which a course of this nature must inevitably depend. Attention will be given as well to social status and its relationship to cultural evolution; to "classical" or "higher" culture vs. popular culture; and to the different ways in which modern cultures reconstruct and appropriate earlier cultures for their own purposes.



LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this course students should:

1.  Understand several of the methodologies involved in the recovery of the past.
2. Understand several of the different ways that history can be perceived and recorded.
3. Understand many of the different criteria that might be included in defining a "civilization."
4. Recognize and be able to discuss key figures and events and key economic/political/architectural/artistic/ legal/social/philosophical/geographical/literary/spiritual/popular issues from specific societies covered in the course.
5. Recognize and be able to discuss the value of specific primary source documents, and understand the difference between primary sources and secondary sources.
5. Recognize and be able to discuss the degree to which the many components of different civilizations might have developed independently.
6. Recognize and be able to discuss the degree to which the many components of different civilizations might have emerged from cross-cultural interactions.
7. Recognize and be able to discuss the difficulties posed in recovering histories and materials from some civilizations and from some sectors and classes of familiar civilizations.
8.  Be able to identify and question some of the stereotypes that modern scholars and students impose on past eras and places.





SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS

NB: all readings are expected to be done before the class at which topic is discussed. Midterm and final exams will test students’ understanding of both the assigned readings and the class lectures.  I can assure you that the exams will find the gaps in your reading & attendance if you skip assignments or lectures.

Texts

P. von Sivers et al., PATTERNS OF WORLD HISTORY V. 1 (= von SIVERS, below)
Apuleius, THE GOLDEN ASS, PG Walsh translator (= GA, below)

Week 1 

M Aug 26: Intro
	contemplate ORLAN (in class) 
	    	http://www.orlan.net 
http://www.english.ucsb.edu/faculty/ecook/courses/eng114em/surgeries.htm 

W Aug 28: Paleolithic & Neolithic, VON SIVERS   Skim 4-33,  reading carefully 10-13, 21-28.
	   Also read VON SIVERS  37-40; 62-64
	   Visit Lascaux Cave http://www.culture.gouv.fr/culture/arcnat/chauvet/en/index.html 
	   Read Smithsonian article on Gobekli Tepe
		http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/30706129.html 

Week 2

M  Sep 2:  NO CLASS –LABOR DAY

W Sep 4: Mesopotamia, VON SIVERS 40-47 
	   Read Epic of Gilgamesh, Tablets I – II at 
http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/gilgamesh/  
   Read Code of Hammurabi, Prologue and Laws 1-30  (skip commentaries!) at 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/hamcode.asp#text 
	   Examine “Clay Tablet + Envelope” and “Cylinder Seal” at
		http://oi.uchicago.edu/museum/highlights/meso.html 
		 
Week 3

M Sep 9: Egypt 1: VON SIVERS, 38-45
View & read about Narmer Palette, both reverse and obverse sides at  
	http://www.reshafim.org.il/ad/egypt/narmer/index.html  
Look at Magical Bricks and Coffin of Meresamun at
http://oi.uchicago.edu/museum/highlights/egypt.html 
	Read first 4-5 screens of the Egyptian Book of the Dead, Ani Papyrus at
		http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Books/Papyrus_Ani.html 


W Sep 11: Egypt 2
	Read full article on Tut & DNA at
		http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/09/tut-dna/hawass-text 
	find & visit Tombs KV5, KV55, and KV62 in the Atlas of the Valley of the Kings at: 
http://www.thebanmappingproject.com/ 
	Take 3D Tour of KV 14 at same site.
	Watch “Crash Course: World History Egypt” at 
		http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3Wvw6BivVI 

Week 4

M Sep 16: The Near East: VON SIVERS, 58-60
 Read Exodus Chapters 1-23 at http://ebible.org/kjv/Exodus.htm 
	 Skim article, especially 293-296, about the Uluburun shipwreck at
			http://www.scribd.com/doc/53923310/Uluburun-Bass-AJA-1986

W Sep 18: Greece 1: Minoans and Mycenaeans, VON SIVERS, 52-58; 60-62
View Palace at Knossos:
		http://www.archiplanet.org/buildings/Palace_at_Knossos.html 
	Read Iliad Book 24 at: http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/homer/iliad24.htm  


Week 5

M Sep 23: Greece 2: Classical Greece I, VON SIVERS 199-205; 65-66.
	Read Odyssey Book 9 at http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/homer/odyssey9.htm  
	 	
W Sep 25:  Greece 3: Classical Greece II, VON SIVERS, 205-207; 228-229
	      Read Antigone lines 1-541 at
		http://www.enotes.com/antigone-text/antigone?start=1 


Week 6

M Sep 30: Rome 1, VON SIVERS , 208-210
Read XII Tables selections at
 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/12tables.asp 
Read Livy Histories 1.1 to 1.13 at
		http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/txt/ah/Livy/Livy01.html 
	Read The Golden Ass, 1-38

W Oct 2: Rome 2, VON SIVERS. 210-211
	Read Achievements of Augustus at
		http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/14resgestae.html  
	Read Pliny’s letters 
	Visit Pompeii’s House of the Vetii at
		http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Pompeii/vettii/vettii.html 
			View “General Introduction” and “Additional Comments”
	Read GOLDEN ASS, 39-119


Week 7

M Oct 7:  Rome 3, VON SIVERS , 223-225, 229-232
View images & info about Pantheon at 
http://www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/Pantheon.html 
	Read GOLDEN ASS, 120-190

W Oct 9:  Rome 4, Mysteries! GOLDEN ASS, 191-240


Week 8

M Oct 14: MIDTERM EXAM

W Oct 16:  NO CLASS


Week 9

M Oct 21 India 1, VON SIVERS, 72-95
Life of the Buddha at
http://www.thebuddhistsociety.org/resources/Buddha.html

W Oct 23 India 2, VON SIVERS, 236-267
Baghavad Gita, Chapter 1 at
http://www.atmajyoti.org/gi_bhagavad_gita_ch1.asp



Week 10

M Oct 28: China 1, VON SIVERS, 98-125
	Read examples of Oracle Bone inscriptions at
		http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/cup/oracle_bone_general.pdf 

W Oct 30: China 2, VON SIVERS,  268-276
 	Read Parts 1 and 2 from Confucius’s Analects at 
  		http://classics.mit.edu/Confucius/analects.1.1.html 
 Read from the Tao Te Ching #s 2, 3, 5, 8, 11, 17, 22, 28, 31, 53, 57, 60 at
  		http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/core9/phalsall/texts/taote-v3.html

Week 11

M Nov 4: China 3, VON SIVERS, 276-284
		Watch video about terra cotta army of Qin Shi Huangdi at
			http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYd9UpWMD5Y 
		
W Nov 6: Islam 1, VON SIVERS, 300-311
Read brief outline of life of Muhammad at
http://www.oneworldmagazine.org/focus/deserts/hittmai2.htm

***Last day to resign classes: Friday 8 Nov 11pm est***


Week 12

M Nov 11: Islam 2, VON SIVERS, 327-334
Koran, Suras 55 and 56 at 
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/k/koran/browse.html

W Nov 13: Sub Saharan Africa, VON SIVERS, 160-177, 462-477
	Watch Basil Davidson’s Africa, Episode 1; first 30 minutes.
		http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Po1RGmzfnNY
Look at websites regarding Great Zimbabwe: top
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/364/ 
http://www.afritecture.org/tag/shona

Week 13

M Nov 18: Christianization & Byzantium, VON SIVERS, 212-218, 311-314
Nike revolt: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/procop-wars1.asp 
Justinian-bashing: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/procop-anec1.html
Icons: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/johndam-icons.html


W Nov 20: Mediaeval Europe: VON SIVERS,  338-371
Read Translation of Einhard's biography of Charlemagne (especially c. 1-3, 15-33) at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/einhard.html
	Read Dictatus Papae at   http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/g7-dictpap.asp 






Week 14


M Nov 25: Mesoamerica 1-- The Maya: VON SIVERS, 177-188
Read the Popol Vuh, http://www.mesoweb.com/publications/Christenson/PopolVuh.pdf pages TBA

W Nov 27: NO CLASS—THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week 15

M Dec 2: Mesoamerica 2—Inca and Aztecs: VON SIVERS,   188-193, 496-515
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/aztecs1.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1540cieza.html


W Dec 4: The Silk Road: VON SIVERS, 258-259, 286-288, 529-534
		Additional websites to be added.
  

Friday, Dec. 6th - FINAL PAPERS DUE 5pm today


THERE WILL BE A FINAL EXAM.  IT IS SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 9.  TELL PARENTS TO NOT MAKE TRAVEL PLANS FOR YOU BEFORE THIS!!!



POLICIES/RULES/ETC.

__________________________________________________________
Please be advised that UGC 111 and UGC 112 are Enrollment Controlled Courses, which means that enrollment in them is limited to students who register in them for the first time.  If you resign or attempt to repeat this course in order to improve your grade, you will be allowed to register in it again only in the summer.  Repeat enrollment in the Fall or Spring will not be allowed.  Repeat enrollment is defined as: a student who was previously enrolled in the course at UB, or who transferred an equivalent course to UB, who received either a letter grade of 'A', 'B', 'C', 'D' or 'F' and qualified values thereof (e.g. 'A-', 'D+'); or a grade of 'P', 'S', 'U', 'I', 'J', 'N', or 'R'. The only case in which a student may self-register in an Enrollment Controlled Course is when the student has taken an Administrative Withdrawal for an entire previous semester, so that all the grades for that semester were registered as 'W'.


1.  Grading.  Your course grade will consist of the following percentages:

		Quizzes in recitation		10%
		Recitation participation	15%
		Midterm exam		20%
		Final exam			25%
		In-class attendance quizzes	10%
		Final Paper 			20%
		Our mood at grading time	 + 3% (…so act accordingly!)

	My grading system:

		A range			90-100 points (3-8 split)
		B range			79-89 points (4-3-4 split)
		C range			68-78 points (4-3-4 split)
		D Range			55-67 points (6-7split)
		F					below 55 points

	*NB:  A final grade of F will be imposed on any student who fails to complete the
	          paper, the final exam, or the midterm exam.


2.  IT IS THE POLICY OF THIS CLASS THAT NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES (LAPTOPS, HANDHELD DEVICES, PHONES, TABLETS, I-ANYTHINGS, DEVICES WITH SCREENS OR EARPIECES OR COMMUNICATIVE CAPACITY, ETCETCETC) CAN BE USED DURING LECTURES.  I WANT YOUR ATTENTION FOCUSED ON THE MATERIAL WHEN AND AS I PRESENT IT.  BRING A NOTEBOOK AND PEN/PENCIL.  BRING A TAPE RECORDER IF YOU THINK IT WILL BE USEFUL.  THAT’S IT.   COPIES OF ALL POWER POINT SLIDE SHOWS WILL BE AVAILABLE PROMPTLY ON OUR UBLEARNS WEBSITE.  TA’s WILL DICTATE POLICY FOR USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN THEIR RECITATIONS  .   



3.	Attendance.  Students are expected to attend all lectures.  Though attendance will not regularly be taken, significant emphasis on tests will be placed on lecture materials.  I can virtually guarantee that poor lecture attendance will produce extremely ugly exam scores. Additionally, there will be 8-10 in-class quizzes given randomly during the term, which will serve primarily as an attendance check; students in attendance who have any memory of the previous class and of the current day’s assignment should have no trouble answering all questions.

     IMPORTANT: Grading for this component of the final grade will be based on the number of quizzes taken.   If you miss more than half of the in-class attendance quizzes without appropriate excuse (see below) you will forfeit all 12 points allotted for these quizzes in your final grade. 

4.	Attendance #2:  Excused absences will be accepted when a student misses an exam, recitation or quiz.  Appropriate excuses = Emergency/unforeseeable circumstances that can be documented by signed, written statements from physician, dean, coach, police, or probation officer.    Intrusive personal circumstances (travel plans, faulty transportation, misprogrammed alarm, evil roommate, badly remembered circumstances from the night before, etc) are unfortunate, but do not constitute an appropriate excuse.  If a student misses an exam due to an excused absence, the student will be given an opportunity to take a make-up exam upon arrangement with the professor.

5.  Attendance #3: Attendance in recitations is also mandatory (and attendance is counted from the opening week of classes…).  Go to recitation during the first week!  There will be weekly graded quizzes given in recitation.  There will also be occasional reading and writing assignments specific to your recitation.  A final observation:  your recitation instructor grades ALL OF YOUR WORK!!!  This is a person you do not want to alienate!!!

6.  There will be a paper required for the course—5-8 pages; assignment to be distributed on-line well before the midterm exam; to be submitted NO LATER THAN Friday of the final week of classes.  Smart and organized students will not leave work on this paper to the last days.  Disorganized, not so smart students will.

7.	The policy of this course is that written assignments handed in late will receive a drastically reduced grade, and plagiarized work will result, at minimum, in a grade of zero and a course grade of F.  No kidding.  No excuses.  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to familiarize yourselves with the definitions of plagiarism, to back up all computer work on a frequent basis, and to keep copies of all work that you submit.

8.	INCOMPLETE POLICY (read this carefully!!!): Incompletes are only granted in the case of legitimate, documented emergencies, and only to students in good standing (with a passing average on work to date, with at least 75% attendance)

9.  Emails: TAs and I will work diligently to keep up with the e-mail traffic this course generates.  If we don’t answer an e-mail within 48 hrs, feel free to bring it up after class or recitation, but check first to see if maybe, just maybe, you’re asking about something we’ve posted/discussed already!! )  See above in grade break-down for importance of our mood at grading time.

10. Grades in this course are not a negotiable item.
	
